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Nlesch qtds temns oeubu mbi fcaeitui agnoi, 

VIRG. Ed. ill 103. 

Ah 1 What ill eyes bewitch my tender lambs ? 

Whites CkocolatC'kouse^ March 13. 

X HIS evening was allotted for taking into consi- 
deration a late request of two indulgent parents, 
touching the care of a young daughter, whom they 
design to send to a boarding-school, or keep at home, 
according to my determination ; but I am diverted 
from that subject by letters which I have received 
from several ladies, complaining of a certain sect 
of professed enemies to the repose of the fair sex, 
called O^ers. These are, it seems, gentlemen who 
look with deep attention on one object at the play- 
bouses, and are ever staring all round them in 
churches. It is urged by my corresix)ndents, that 
they do all that is possible to keep their eyes off 
these insnarers ; but that, by what power they 
know not, both their diversions and devotions are 
interrupted by them 'xa s\ich a manner^ as that they 

YOL, IV. B 
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CFSBCit wttrgK! tp chiier, ^ilsoixt stealing looks at 
fbt pCTMizK «b£Xie rrts arr fiked cpoQ them. By 
thix> ZDtamrs i^ pruliaDcrs saj, tbej find tbcoi'- 
srh ts grcnr inarraai'lr Vss cfiendcd, and in timo 
cnaiiiaur«3 ctf ibrsr iJicar faxmies. What is rc- 
quirrd cff mr an tins occafaoo is that as I love and 
STDOT U' ^uta i c a ^r the Iscfia' part of mankind, the fe- 
iiialfM^ I -sTnold c*^^ tiirm sqcdc acoonnt of this dan* 
g^erciQs v-sT of jBsanIt ; against which there is so 
jjtde dettiict^ that it lanps an^bush for the sight it-. 
sell. And m^Jkrs them scednglj, knowingly, wii« 
Hi^gh-, and tordbh-, go on to their own captivity. 

'1 }m irpfesmtBtkn of the piesent state of affairs 
between the two sexes gave me veiy much alarm j 
and I had no cacrc to do, but to recollect what X 
had seen at any one assembly for some years last 
past, to be ooDTiDced of the tmth and justice of 
this remonstrance. If there be not a stop put to 
this evil art, all the modes of address, and the ele- 
gant embellishments of life, which arise out of the 
noble passion of love, will of necessity decay. Who 
would be at the trouble of rhetoric, or study the 
Bo9 1/iea, when hb introduction is so much easier 
obtained by a sudden reverence in a down-cast look 
at the meeting the eye of a fair lady, and beginning 
again to ogle her as soon as she glances another 
way ? I remember very wdl, when I was last at an 
opera, 1 could perceive the eyes of the whole audi- 
ence cast into particular cross angles one upon ano« 
ther, without any manner of regard to the stage, 
though king Latin us was himself present when I 
made that observation, It was then yery pleasant to 
look into the hearts of the whole company ; for the 
balls of sight are so formed, that one man's eyes aro 
spectacles to another to read his heart with. The 
roost ordinary beholder can take notice of any vio- 
lent agltatiou in the mindj ^y pleasing transport^ 
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or any inward grief, in the person he looks at ; but 
one of these Oglers can sec a studied indifference, a 
concealed love, or a smothered resentment, in the 
very glances that are made to hide those dispositions 
of thought. The naturalists tell us, that tlie rattle- 
snake will fix himself^ under a tree where he sees a 
squirrel playing ; and, when he has once got the 
exchange of a glance from the pretty wanton, will 
give it such a sudden stroke on its imagination^ 
that though it may play from bough to bough, and 
strive to avert its eyes from it for some time, yet it 
comes nearer and nearer by little intervals of looking 
another way, until it drops into the jaws of the ani- 
mal, which it knew gazed at it for no other reason 
but to ruin it. I did not believe this piece of phi- 
losophy until that night I was just now speaking of; 
but 1 then saw the same thing pass between an Ogier 
and a Coquette. Mirtillo, the most learned of the 
former, had for some time discontinued to vi«it 
Flavia, no less eminent among the latter. They 
industriously avoided all places where they might 
probably meet, but chance brought them together to 
the play-house, and seated them in a direct line 
lover-against each other, she in a front box, he in 
the pit next the stage. As soon as Flavia had re- 
ceived the looks of the whole crowd below her witli 
that air of insensibility, which is necessary at the 
first entrance, she began to look round her, and 
saw the vagabond Mirtillo, who had so long ab- 
sented himself from her circle ; and when she first 
discovered him, she looked upon him with that 
glance, which in the language of Oglers is called 
the Scornful, but immediately turned her observa- 
tion another way, and returned upon him witli the 
Indifferent. This gave Mirtillo no small resent- 
ment } but he used her accordingly. He took care 
to be ready for her next glance. She found his eyes 

B 2 
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full in the Indolent, with his lips cruftipled up, ia 
tiie posture of one whistling. Her anger at this 
usage immediately appeared in every muscle of her 
fiace 5 and after many emotions^ wnich glistened in 
her eyes, she cast them round the whole house, and 
gave them softnesses in the face of every man she . 
had ever seen before. After she thought she had 
reduced all ^he saw to her obedience, the play be- 
gan, and ended their dialogue. As soon as the first 
act was over, she stood up with a visage full of dis- 
sembled alacrity and pleasure, with which she over- 
looked the audience, and at last came to him ; he 
was then placed in a side- way, with his hat slouched 
over his eyes, and gazing at a wench in the side« 
box, as talking of t]bat gypsy to the gentleman who 
sat by him. £ut, as she fixed upon him, he turned 
suddenly with a full face upon her, and, with all 
the respect imaginable, made her the most obse- 
quious bow in the presence of the whole theatre. 
This gave her a pleasure not to be concealed ; and 
she made him the recovering, or second courtsy, 
with a smile that spoke a perfect reconciliation. 
Between the ensuing acts, they talked to each other 
with gestures and glances so significant, that they 
ridiculed the whole house in this silent speech, and 
made an appointment that Mirtillo should lead her to 
her coach. 

The peculiar language of one eye, as it differs 
from another, as mudi as the tone of one voice 
from another, and the fascination or enchantment^ 
which is lodged in the optic nerves of the persons 
concerned in these dialogues, is, I must confess, 
too nice a subject for one who is not an adept in 
these speculations; but I shall, for the good and 
safety of the fair sex, call my learned friend Sir 
William Read to my assistance, and, by the help of 
his observations on this organ^ acquaint tliem waea 
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the eye is to be believed, and when distrusted. On 
the contranr, I shall conceal the true meaning of 
the looks of ladies> and indulge in them all the art 
they can acquire in the management of tlieir 
glances : all which is but too little against creatures 
who triumph in falsehood; and begin to forswear 
with their eyes, when their tongues can be no 
longer believed. 

Advertisement. 

*^* Avery clean well-behaved young gentleman, 
who is in a very good way in Comhill, has writ to 
me the following lines ; and seems in some passages 
of his letter, which I omit, to lay it very much to 
heart, that I have not spoken of a supernatural 
beauty whom he sighs for, and complains to in most 
elaborate language. Alas ! What can a Monitor do ? 
All mankind live in romance. 

'* Roifal Exchange, March ii. 
*' Mr. Bickbrstaff, 
" Some time since, you were pleased to mention 
the Beauties in the New- Exchange and Westminster- 
hall, and in my judgment were not very impartial ; 
for if you were pleased to allow there was one 
Goddess in the New-Exchange, and two Shep^ 
herdesses in Westminster-hall *, you very well might 
say, there was and is at present one Singel in the - 
Royal- Exchange : and I humbly beg the favour of 
you to let justice be done her, by inserting this in 
your next Tatler -, which will make her my good 
Angel, and me your most humble servant, 

A. B." 

* SeeTaHeri No. 139. 
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Termittet ipsis exffttdere n^mintbuSf ^id 
Comeniat ncbii, rebusque iit utile noitr/s. 
2^am fro jucundis aptissima qua que dnbunt Dii, 
Catior est illis bcmo, quam stbi. Nos animorum 
Jmpu/su, et cetca magnaque cufidine dttcti, 
Conjug^ium pc/imut, partumque uxor it ; at Ulis 
XiotuTHf qui ^erif qualisqu: futwa tit uxor. \ 

JUV. Sit.X. 347, Jcseq. 

Inirufl thy fortune to the Powers above ; 
Lenve rhem to manage for thee, and to grant 
iVhat their uneri i"g wisdonn sees thee want : 
In goodness as in greatness they excel : 
Ah ! that we lov'd ourselves but half so well 1 
We, blindly by our headstrong passion; led. 
Are hot for action, and desire to wed ; 
Then wish for heirs, but to the gods alone 
Oar future offspring and our wives are known. 

Drvden. 

Trom my own Apartment, March 15. 

Among the various sets of correspondents who ap- 
ply to me for advice, and send up their cases from 
all parts of Great-Britain, there are none who are 
more importunate with me, and whom I am more 
inclined to answer, than the Complainers. One ol 
them dates his letter to me from the banks of a 
purling stream, where he used to ruminate in soli- 
tude upon the divine Clarissa, and where he is now 
looking about for a convenient leap, which he tells 
tne he is resolved to take, unless I support him 
tinder the loss of that charming perjured woman, 
Poor Laviuia presses as much for consolation on the 
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other side, and is reduced to such an extremity of 
despair by the inconstancy of Philander, that she 
tells me she writes her letter with her pen in one 
hand, and her garter in the other. A gentleman of 
an antient family in Norfolk is almost out of his 
wits upon the account of a greyhound, that, after 
having been his, inseparable companion for ten years, 
is at last run mad. Another, who I believe is se- 
rious, complains to me, in a very moving manner, 
of the loss of a wife 5 and another, in terms still 
more moving, of a purse of money that was taken 
from him on Bagshot- heath, and which, he tells 
me, would not have troubled him, if he had given 
it to the poor. In short, there is scarce a calamity 
in human life that has not produced me a letter. 

It is indeed wonderful to consider, how men are 
able to raise affliction to tliemselves out of every 
thing. Lands and houses, sheep and oxen, can 
convey happiness and misery into the hearts of rea- 
sonable creatures. Nay, I have kf^own a muff, a 
scarf, or a tippet, become a solid blessing or mis- 
fortune. A lap-dog has broke the hearts of thou- 
sands. Flavia, who had buried five children and 
two husbands, was never able to get orer the loss of 
her parrot. How often has a divine creature been 
thrown into a fit by a neglect at a ball or an assem- 
bly ! Mopsa has kept her chamber ever since the 
last masquerade, and is in greater danger of her 
life upon being left out of it, than Clarinda from the 
violent cold which she caught at it. Nor are these 
dear creatures the; only suflferers by such imagi- 
nary calamities. Many an author has been dejected 
at the censure of one whom he ever looked upon as 
an idiot : and many an hejo qast into a fit of melan- 
choly, because the rabble have not hooted at him as 
he passed through the streets. Theron places all 
his happiness in a junning horse^ Sufienu^ in sl 
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gilded chariot, Fulvius in k blue sti'ing, and Florio 
in a tulip- root. It would be endless to enumerate 
the many fantastical afflictions that disturb man* 
kind 5 but as a misery is not to be measured from 
the nature of the evil, but from the temper of the 
suflerer, I shall present my readers, who are un- 
happy either in reality or imagination, with an al- 
legory, for which I am indebted to the great father 
and prince of poets. 

As I was sitting after dinner in my elk)w-chair, 
I took up Homer, and dipped into that famous 
speech of Achilles to Priam*, in which he tells 
him, that Jupiter has by him two great vessels, the 
one filled with blessings^ and the other with mis- 
fortunes 5 out of which he mingles a composition 
for every man that comes into the world. This 
passage so exceedingly pleased me, that, as I fell 
insensibly into ray afternoon's slumber, it wrought 
my imagination into the following dream. 

When Jupiter took into his hands the govern- 
ment of the world, the several parts of nature with 
the presiding deities did homage to him. One pre- 
sented him with a mountain of winds, another with 
a magazine of hail, and a third with a pile of thun- 
der-bolts. The stars offered up their influences ; 
Ocean gave in his trident. Earth her fruits, and the 
..Sun his seasons. Among the several deities who 
came to make their court on this ocpasioiij the 

* Two urns by Jove's high throne have ever stood^ 
The source of evil one, and one oF good ; 
From thence the cup of mortal roan he hUf^ 
hles.i\nc,s to tho'e, to those distributes ills | 
To most, he nvir.gles both : the wretch decreed 
To tHSte the bad, unmix'd, is curst indeed ; 
Put su'd by wrongs, by meagre famine driven^ 
Hewanilers, outcast both of earth and Heaven. 

POPE'S Horn, a XIV. ver^Sej. 
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Destinies advanced with two great tuns carried be- 
fore them, one of which they fixed at the right- 
hand of Jupiter, as he sat upon his throne, and the 
other on his left. The first was filled with all the 
blessings, and the other with all the calamities of 
human life. Jupiter> in the beginning of his reign, 
finding the world much more innocent than it is in 
this iron age, poured very plentifully out of the tun 
that stood at his right-band ', but, as mankind de- 
generated^ and became unworthy of his blessings, 
be set abroach the other vessel, that filled the world 
with pain and poverty, battles and distempers, jea- 
lousy and falsehood, intoxicating pleasures and un- 
timely deaths. 

He was at length so very much incensed at the 
great depravation of human nature, and the re- 
peated provocations which he received from all parts 
of the earth, that, having resolved to destroy the 
whole species, except Deucalion and Pyrrha, he 
commanded the Destinies to gather up the blessings 
which he had thrown away upon the sons of men, 
and lay them up until the world should be inhabited 
by a more virtuous and deser\dng race of mortals. 

The three Sisters inmiediately repaired to the 
earth, in search of the several blessings that had 
been scattered on it ; but found the task which was 
enjoined them, to be much more difficult than they 
imagined. The first places they resorted to, as tlie 
most likely to succeed in, were cities, palaces, and 
courts ; but, instead of meeting with what they 
looked for here, they found nothing but envy, re- 
pining, uneasiness, and the like bitter ingredients 
of the left-hand vessel. Whereas, to their great 
surprize, they discovered content, cheaifulness, 
health, innocence, and other the most substantial 
blessings of life, in cottages, shades, and solitudes. 
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There \<ras another circumstaricc no ' less unex- 
pected than the former, and which gave thena very 
?reat perplexity in tlie discharge of the trust which 
upiter had committed to them. They observed, 
that several blessings had degenerated into cala- 
mities, and that several calamities had improved 
into blessings, according as they fell into the pos- 
session of wise or foolish men. They often found 
power, with so much insolence and impatience 
cleaving to it, that it became a misfortune to the 
person on whom it was conferred. Youth had 
often distempers growing about it, worse than the 
infirmities of old age. Wealth was often united 
to such a sordid avarice, as made it the most un- 
comfortable and painful kind of poverty. On the 
contrary, they often found pain made glorious by 
fortitude, poverty lost in content, deformity beau- 
tified with virtue. In a word, the blessings were 
often like good fruits planted in a bad soil, that by 
degrees fall off from their natural relish, into tastes 
altogether insipid or unwholesome 5 and the cala- 
mities, like harsh. fruits, cultivated in a good soil, 
and enriched by proper grafts and inoculations, 
until they swell with generous and delightful juices. 

There was still a third circumstance that occa- 
sioned as great a surprize to the three Sisters as 
either of the foregoing, when they discovered se- 
veral blessings and calamities which had never 
been in either of the tuns that stood by the throne 
of Jupiter, and were nevertheless as great oc- 
casions of happiness or misery as any there. These 
were that spurious crop of blessings and calamities 
which were never sown by the hand of the Deity, 
but grow of themselves out of the fancies and 
dispositions of human creatures. Such are dress, 
titles, place, equipage^ false shame, and grouudless 
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fear, with the like vain imnginations, that shoot up 
in trifling, wc^ik, and irresolute minds. 

Tlie Destinies, finding themselves in so great 
a perplexity, concluded that it would be impos- 
sible for tiiem to execute the commands that had 
been given them^ according to their first intention; 
for which reason they agreed to throw all the 
blessings and calamities together into one lar^e 
vessel, and in that manner otter them up at the 
feet of Jupiter. 

This was performed accordingly ; the Eldest 
Sister presentmg herself betore. the vessel, and 
introducing it with an apology for what they had 
done : 

" O Jupiter," says she, '' wc Irave gathered to- 
gether all the good and evil, the comforts and dis- 
tresses of human life, which w^ thus present be- 
fore thee in one promiscuous heap. We beseech 
thee, that thou thyself wilt sort them out for the 
future, as in thy wisdom th )U shalt think fit. 
For we acknowledge, that th'.re is none besides 
thee that can judge what will occasion grief or joy 
in the heart of a human creuure, and what will 
prove a blessino; or a calaj^ity t ^ the person on whom 
|t is bestowed/* 
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— — 1/> mmriif mmki/h nt$, OVIO. 

—•Be tovelxt thtt yoo may b« lov'd. 

From my won Apartment, March 17. 

Rkadino i« to the mind, what exercise it to the 
body. As by the one, health ii preserved, strensth- 
encd, and invigorated > bv the other, virtue, woich 
is the health of the mina, is kept alive, cherished, 
and confirmed. But as exercise becomes tedious 
and painful, when we make use of it only as the 
means of health, so reading is apt to grow uneasy 
and burdensome, when we apply ourselves to it only 
for our improvement in virtue. For this reason, the 
virtue which wc gather from a fable, or an allegory, 
is like the health we get by hunting ; as we are en« 
gaged in an agreeable pursuit that draws us on with 
])IcaHure, and makes us insensible of the fatigues 
that accompany it. 

After this preface, I shall set down a very beauti- 
ful allegorical fable of the great poet whom 1 men- 
tioned in my last paper, and wnom it is ver^ diffi- 
cult to lay aside when one is engaged in the reading 
(jf him. And this I particularly design for the use 
of several of my fair correspondents, who in their 
letters have complained to me, that they have lost 
the affections of their husbands, and desire my ad- 
vice how to recover them. 

Juno, says Homer, seeing her Jupiter seated on 
the top of mount Ida, and knowing that he had coa« 
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ved an aversion to her, began to study how she 
uld regain bis affections, and make herself amia- 
r to him. With this thought she immediately re- 
5d into her chamber, where she bathed herself 
amhrosia ; which gave her person all its beauty, 
i difHised so divine an odour, as refreshed all na- 
•e> and sweetened both heaven and earth. She 

her immortal tresses flow in the most graceful 
uoner, and took a particular care to dress herself 
several ornaments, which the poet describes at 
[gth, and which the goddess chose out as the most 
>per to set off her person to the best advantage. 

the next place, she made a visit to Venus, the 
ity who presides over love, and begged of her, as 
)articular favour, that she would lend her for a 
lile those charms with which she subdued the 
arts both of gods and men. " For," says the 
ddess, " I would make use of them to reconcile the 

Deities,^ who took care of me in my infancy, 
4 who at prescHt are at so great a variance, that 
;y are estranged from each other's bed." Venus 
IS proud of an opportunity of obliging so great a 
ddess, and therefore made her a present of the 
tu& which she used to wear about her own waist, 
th advice to hide it in her bosom until she had ac- 
mplished her intention. This cestus was a fine 
rty-coloured girdle, which, as Homer tells us, 
d all the attractions of the sex wrought into it. 
le four principal figures in the embroidery were 
>\'e. Desire, Fondness of speech, and Conversa- 
m, filled with that sweetness and complacency, 
bich, says the poet, insensibly steal away the heaits 

1 he wisest men. 

Juno, after having made these necessary prepara- 
►ns, came, as by accident, into the presence of 
:piter, \\ ho is said to have been as much inflamed 
ih her beauty, as when he first stole to hci* em* 

VOL. IV. G 
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braces, without the consent of their parents. Juno* 
to cover her real thoughts, told him, as «he had 
told Venus, that she was going to make a visit to 
Oceanus and Tethys. He prevaUed upon her to stay 
with him, protesting to her, that she appeared more 
amiable in his eye, than ever any mortal, goddess, 
or even herself, had appeared to him until that day. 
The poet then represents him in so great an ardour, 
that, without going up to the house which had been 
built by the hands of Vulcan according to Juno's 
direction, he threw a golden cloud over their heads 
as they sat upon the top of mount Ida, while the 
earth beneath them sprung up in lotuses, saffrons, 
hyacinths, and a bed of the softest flowers for their 
repose. 

This close translation of one of the finest passages 
in Homer, may suggest abundance of instruction to 
a woman, who has a mind to preserve, or recall the 
afFection of her husband. The care of the person, 
and the dress, witli the particular blandishments 
woven in the cestus, are so plainly recommended by 
this fable, and- so indispensably necessary in every 
female who desires to please, that they need no fur- 
ther explanation. The discretion likewise in cover- 
ing all matrimonial quarrels from the knowledge of 
others, is taught in the pretended visit to Tethy?-, 
in the speech where Juno addresses herself to Vcnr.s ; 
as the chaste and prudent management of a wife's 
charms is intimated by the same pretence for her ap- 
pearing before Jupiter, and by the concealment of 
the cestus in her bosom. 

I shall leave this tale to the consideration of such 
good housewives who are never well dressed but 
when they are abroad, and think it necessary to ap- 
pear more agreeable to all men living than their hu*;- 
bands : as also to those prudent ladies, who, to avoid 
the appearance of being over-fond^ entertain tlieir 



husbands "with ihdifFcrence, aversion^ sullen silence> 
nr exasperating language. 

Sheer 'lane, March 17. 

Upon my coming home last night, I found a vcrf 
handsome present of wine left for me, as a taste 
•* of two hundred and sixteen hogsheads, which are 
to be put to slale at twenty pounds a hogshead, at 
Garraway's coffee-house in Exchange-alley, on the 
twenty-second instant, at three in the afternoon, and 
la be tasted in major Long's vaults from the twen- 
tieth instant until the time of sale.'* This having 
been sent to me with a desire that I would give my 
judgment upon it, I immediately impanelled a jury 
f>f men of nice palates, and strong heads, who, being 
all of them .very scrupulous, and unwilling to pro- 
ceed rashly in a matter of so great iipportance, re- 
used to bring in their verdict until three in the 
morning; at which time the foreman pronounced, 
as well as he was able, " Extra-a-ordinary French 
daret.** For my own part, as I love to consult my 
pillow in all points of moment, I slept upon it before 
1 would give my sentence, and this morning con- 
firmed the verdict. 

Having mentioned this tribute of wine, I must 
^ve notice to my correspondents for the future, who 
shall apply to me on this occasion, that as I shall de- 
cide nothing unadvisedly in matters of this nature, 
I cannot pretend to give judgment of a right-good 
liquor, witliout examining at least tlu-ee dozen bot- 
tles of it. I must, at the same time, do myself the 
justice to let the world know, that I have resisted 
great temptations in this kind; as it is well known 
to a butcher in Clare-market, who endeavoured to 
corrupt me with a dozen and a half of marrow-bones. 
,1 had likewise a bribe sent me by a fishmonger, con- 
sisting of a collar of brawn, and a joU ol Sciliuou> 

c z 



16 TATLER. 2J^ ]4t. 

but, not finding them excellent in their Icinds, limd 
the integrity to eat them both up, without speaking 
one word of them. However, for the future, I ^hA 
have an eye to the diet of this great city, and w]l 
Tecomihend the best and most wholesome food tm 
them, if I receive these proper and respectful notice* 
from the sellers ; that it may not be said hereaftca^ 
that my readers were better taught than fed. 
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■ Gustus titmenta per omnia qugemnt^ 
Nunquam ammo fretiis obuantibui • 

JUV. Sat. jck 14, 

■ 

They ransack ev'ry element for choice 
Of ev'ry fish and fowl^ ai any price. 



From my own Apartment, March 20. 

Having intimated in my last paper, that I de^^ 
to take under my inspection the Diet of this great 
city, I shall begin with a very earnest and seriont 
exhortation to all my well-disposed readers, that tbcf 
would return to the food of their forefathers, and re- 
concile themselves to beef and mutton. This was 
the diet which bred that hardy race of mortals who 
won the fields of Cressy and Agincourt. I need not 
go up so high as the history of Guy earl of Warwick, 
who is well known to have eaten up a dun cow of 
bis own killing. The renowned king Arthur is go- 
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nerally looked upon as the first who fvcr sat down 
to a whole roasted ox, which was certainly the best 
way to preserve the gravy j and it is furtner added, 
that he and his knigKts sat about it at his round ta- 
ble, and usually consumed it to the very bones be- 
fore they would enter upon any debate of moment. 
The Black Prince was n professed lover of the lirisket; 
not to mention the history of the Surloin, or the in- 
ititution of the order of Beef-eaters j which are all 
•o many evident and undeniable marks of the great 
respect, which our warlike predecessors have paid to 
this excellent food. Tlie tables of the ancient gen- 
try of this nation were covered thrice a day with hot 
roast beef} and 1 am credibly informed, by an anti- 
quary who has searched the registers in which tlie 
bills of fare of the court are recorded, that instead 
of tea and bread and butter, which have prevailed 
of late years, the maids of honour in queen Kliza- 
bctli's time were allowed three nmipsof beef for their 
breakfast. Mutton has likewise been in great repute 
among our valiant countrymen; but was formerly 
observed to be the food rather of men of nice and 
delicate appetites, th.in those of strong and robust 
constitutions. For which reason, even to this day, 
we use the word Shpcfi- biter as a term of reproach, 
a^ we do Beef -eater in a respectful and honourable 
sense. As for the llcsh of lamb, veal, chicken, and 
other animals underage, they were the invention of 
aickly and degenerate palates, according to that 
wholesome remark of Daniel the historian ; who 
takes notice, that in all taxes upon provisions du« 
ring the reigns of several of our kings, there is no- 
thing mentioned besides the fle<;h of such fowl and 
cattle as were arrived at their full growth, and were 
oiature for slaughter. The common ])eople of this 
kingdotn do stiil keep up tlietiiste of their ancestors} 
and it is to this that we, in a great mcasui'e» ow^ 

c 3 
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the unparalleled victories that have been gained ixj- 
this reign : for I would desire my reader to considei> 
what work our countrymen would have made at- 
Blenheim and Ramillies, if they had been fed with- 
fricassees and ragouts. 

For this reason, we at present see the florid com- 
plexion, the strong limb, and the hale constitution, 
are to be found chieflv among the meaner sort of 
people, or in the wild gentry who have been edu- 
cated among the woods or mountains. Whereas 
many great families are insensibly fallen off from the 
athletic constitution of their progenitors, and are 
dwindled away into a pale, sickly, spindle-legged 
generation of valetudinarians. 

I may perhaps be thought extravagant in my no- 
tion ; but I must confess, I am apt to impute the 
dishonours that sometimes happen in great families, 
to the inflaming kind of diet which is so much in 
fashion*. Many dishes can excite desire without giv- 
ing, strength, and heat the body without nourisfun^' 
it ; as physicians observe, tliat the poorest and most 
dispirited blood is most subject to fevers. I look 
upon a French rago<it to be as pernicious to the sto^ 
tnach as a glass of spirits ; and when I have seen a 
young lady swallow all the instigations of high soups, 
seasoned sauces, and forced meats, I have won- 
dered at the despair or tedious sighing of her lovers. 

The rules among these false Delicates are, to bo 
as contradictory as they can be to nature. 

Without expecting the return of hunger, they eat 
for an appetite, and prepare dishes, not to allay, but 
to excite it. 

They admit of nothing at their tables in its natural 
form, or without some disguise. 

They are to eat every thing before it comes in.' 
season, aod to leave it off as soou as it is good to be 
tatep. 
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Thejr'arfnot to approve any thing that is agrrea- 
ble to ordinary palates; and nothing is to gratify 
their schses,"* but what would offend those of tlicir 
inferiors. 

I remember I was last summer invited to a friond*8 
house, ^who id a great admirer of the French cookery, 
and, as the phrase is, ** eats well " At our sitting 
dowii, I found the table covered with a great variety 
of unknown dishes. I was mightily at a loss to learn 
what they were, and therefore did not know where 
to help myself. That which stood before me, I took 
to be a roasted porcupine, however did not care for 
asking questions; and have since been infonned, 
that it was only a larded turkey. I afterwards passed 
my eye over several hashes, which I do not know the 
names of to this day; and, hearing that they were 
delicacies, did not think fit to meddle with them. 

Among other dainties, I saw ' something like a 
pheasant, and therefore desired to be helped to a 
wing of it; but, to my great surprize, my friend told 
me it was a rabbet, which is a sort of meat I never 
cared for. At last I discovered, with some joy, a 
pig at the lower end of the tablie, and begged a gen-, 
tleman that was near it to cut me. a piece of it. Uport 
which the gentleman of the house said, with great 
civility, *' I am sure you will like the pig, for it was 
whipped to death." I must confess, I beard hinn 
with horror, and could not eat of an animal that had 
died so tragical a death. I was now in great hunger 
and confusion, when methought I smelled the agree- 
able savour of roast beef; but ' could not tell from 
which dish it arose, though I did not question but it 
lay disguised in one of them. Upon turning my head 
1 saw a noble surloin on the side-table smoaking in 
the most delicious manner. I had recourse to it more 
than once, and could not spe without some indigna-' 
xloci tliat substantial English dish banished in so ig« 
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nominious a manner^ to make way for Free 
kickshaws. 

The desert was brought up at last, which in trt 
was as extraordinary as any thing that had coi 
before it. The whole, when ranged in its pro| 
order, looked like a very beautiful winter-piei 
There were several pyramids of candied sweetmea 
that hung like isicles, with fruits scattered up a 
down, and hid in an artificial kind of frost. At t 
same time there were great quantities of cream beat 
up into a snow, and near them little plates of sugs 
plums, disposed like so many heaps of hailston 
with a multitude of congelations in jellies of varic 
colours. I was indeed so pleased with the sevc 
objects which lay before me, that I did not care 3 
displacing any of them; and was half angry with i 
rest of the company, that, for the sake of a piece 
lemon peel, or a sugar-plum, would spoil so pies 
ing a picture. Indeed, I could not llut smile to ! 
several of them cooling their mouths with lumps 
ice, which they had just before been burning wi 
salts and peppers. 

As soon as this show was over, I took my leai 
that I might finish my dinner at my own house. I 
as I in every thing love what is simple and natur 
80 particularly in my food; two plain dishes, wi 
two or three good-natured,, chearful, ingenue 
friends, would make me more pleased and vain, tb 
all that pomp and luxury can bestow. For it is i 
maxim^ That ''he keeps the greatest table who 1 
the most valuable company at it/* 
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From my awn Apartment^ March 23. 

It has often been a solid grief to me, when I have 
reflected on this glorious nation, which is the scene 
of public happiness and liberty, that there are still 
crowds of private tyrants, against whom there nei- 
ther is any law now in being, nor can there be in- 
vented any by the wit of man. These cruel men are 
ill-natured husbands. The commerce in the con- 
jugal state is so delicate, that it is impossible to pre- 
scribe rules for the conduct of it, so as to fit ten 
thousand nameless pleasures and disquietudes which 
arise to people in that condition. But it is in this 
as in some other nice cases, where touching upon 
the malady tenderly is half way to the cure ; and 
there are some faults which need only to be ob- 
served, to be amended. I am put into this way of 
thinking by a late conversation, which I am going 
to give an account of. 

' I made a visit the other day to a family for which 
I have a great honour, and found the father, the 
'mother, and two or three of the younger children, 
drop off designedly to leave me alone with the eldest 
daughter j who w as but a visitant there as well as 
myself, and is the wife of a gentleman of a very fair 
character in the world. As soon as we were alone, 
I saw her eyes full of tears, and methought she had 
much to say to me, for which she wanted encou- 
ragement. '* Madam,'* said I, " you know I wish 
you all as well as any friend you have : speak freely 
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what I sec you are oppressed with 5 stfid you maybe 
«ure, if I cannot relieve your distress, you may at 
least reap so much present advantage, as safely to 
give yourself the ease of uttering it," She immedH 
sftely assumed the most becoming composure ci 
countenance, and spoke as follows: ** It is an ag- 
gravation of affliction in a married life, that there is 
a sort of gUrllt in communicating it: Ibr which rest* 
son it is, that a lady of your and my acquaintance^ 
instead of speaking to you herself, desired me, d^ 
next time I saw you, as you are a professed friend 
to our sex, to turn your thoughts upon the re- 
ciprocal complaisance which is the duty of a married 
state. 

'^ My friend was neither in birth, fortune, not 
education below the gentleman whom she married. 
Her peiison, her age, and her character, .are also 
such as he can make no exception to. But so it is. 
Chat from die moment the marriage ceremony was 
over, the obsequiousness of a lover was turned into 
the haughtiness of a master. All the kind endear- 
vours wnich she uses to please him, are at best but 
so many instances of her duty. This insolence 
takes away that secret satisfaction, which does not 
only excite to virtue, but also rewards it. It abates 
the fire of a free and generous love, and imbitters 
^1 the pleasures of a social life." The young lad/ 
spoke all this with such an air of resentment, as 
discovered how nearly she was concerned in the 
distress. 

When I observed she had done speaking, *' Ma- 
dam,'* said I, '* the affliction you mention is the 
greatest that can happen in human life ; and I 
know but one consolation in it, if that be a conso- 
lation, that the calamity is a pretty general one. 
There is nothing so common as for men to enter 
into marriage^ without so much as expecting to !>•» 
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iiappy irr it. They seem to propose to themselres a 
few holidays in the beginning of it > after which 
♦hey are to return at best to the usual course of 
their life f . and for aught they know, to constant 
misery and uneasiness. From this false sense of 
the state they are g(smg into, proceed the immediate- 
coldness and indmerence^ or hatred and aversion, 
which attend ordinary marriages^ or rather bargains 
to cohabit/' Our conversation was here intcrruptecl 
by company which canie in upon us. 

The humour of affecting a superior carriage, ge- 
nerally rises from a false notion of the weakness of 
s feinale understanding in general, or an over- 
weening opinion that we have of our own j for when 
it proceeds from a natural ruggedness and brutality 
of temper, it is altogether incorrigible, and not to be 
amended by admonition. Sir Francis Bacon, as I 
remember, lays it down as a maxim, that no mar- 
riage can be happy in which the wife has no opinion 
of her husband's wisdom j but, without offepce to 
so great an authority, I noay venture to say, that a 
cullen wise man is as bad as a good-natured fooK 
Knowledge, softened with complacency and good- 
Iwreeding, will make a man equally beloved and re- 
spected } but when joined with a severe, distant, 
and unsociable temper, it creates rather fear than 
love. I, who am a bachelor, have no other notions 
of conjugal tenderness but what I learn from books ; 
and sbiall therefore produce three letters of Pliny, 
who was not only one of the greatest, but the most 
learned man in the whole Roman empire. At the 
saoK; time I am very much ashamed, that on such 
occasions I am obliged to have recourse to heathea 
authors 5 and shall appeal to my readers, if they 
would not think it a mark of a narrow education in 
a man of quality, to write such passionate letters ta 
any woman but a mistress. They were all three 
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written at a time when she was at a distance fyook 
hioi. The first of them puts me in mind of 4 mar- 
ned friend of mine, who said, '* Sickness itself ii 

Eleasant to a man that is attended in it by one whoni 
e dearljr loves," 

*' Pliny to Calphub.icia. 

** I never was so much offended at business, as 
when it hindered me from going with you into the 
country, or following you thither: for I more par- 
ticularly wish to be with you at present, that I 
might be sensible of the progress you make in the 
lecovery of your strength and health ; as also of the 
entertainment and diversions you can naeet with m. 
your retirement. Believe me, it is an anxious stale 
of mind to live in ignorance of what happens to 
those whom we passionately love. I am not only ol 
pain for your absence, but also for your indispo- 
sition. I am afraid of every thing, fancy evtxj 
thing, and, as it is the nature of man in fear, I 
fancy those tilings most, which I am most afraid of. 
Let me therefore eainesUy desire you to favour me^ 
under these my apprehensions, with onelettercveiy 
day, or, if possible, with two j . for I shall be a litdb 
at ease while I am reading your letters, and grov 
anxious again as soon as. I have read them.*' 

SECOND Letter. 

*' You tell me, that you are very much afflicted 
at my absence, and that you have no satisfacticm in 
any thing but ray writings, which you often lay b/ 
you upon my pillow. You oblige me very much in 
wishing to see me, and making me your comforter 
in my absence. In return, I must let you know, I 
am no less pleased with the letters which you m*rii 
to me, and read them over a tliousand times wiih 
}ke\v pleasure* If your letters arc capable of givlui; 
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me so much pleasure, what would your conversa- 
tion do ? Let me beg of you to write to me often j 
though at the same time I must confess, your letters 
give me anguish whilst they give me pleasure.*' 

Third Letter. 

*' It is impossible to conceive how much I languish 
for you in your absence j the tender love I bear you 
is the chief cause of this my uneasiness 3 which is 
still the more insupportable^ because absence is 
wholly 2L new thing to us. 1 lie awake most patt of 
the night in thinking of you, and several times of 
the day go as naturally to your apartment as if you 
were there to receive me 5 but when I miss you, I 
come away dejected, out of humour, and like a 
man that had suti'ered a repulse. There is but one 
part of the day in which I am relieved from this 
anxiety, and that is when I am engaged in public 
affairs. 

*' You may guess at the uneasy condition of one 
who has no rest but in business, no consolation but 
in trouble.** 

I shall conclude this Paper with a beautiful pas- 
sage out of Milton, and leave it as a lecture to those 
of my own sex, who have a mind to make their con- 
versation agreeable, as well as instructive, to the 
fair partners who are fallen into their care. Eve 
having observed, that Adam was entering into some 
deep disquisitions with the angel, who was sent to 
visit him, is described as retiring from their com- 
pany, with a design of learning what should pasi 
there from her husband, 

^ So sfiake our slf, and by his count'nance seem'd 
Entering on studious thoughts abftruse, which £vc 
Perceiving where the sat retir'd in sight, 
With lowliness msgestic from her seat 

VOL. IT. O 
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Roiey and went forth among her fraits and flowers* 

Yet went she not, as not with such discourse 

]>elighted, or not capable her ear 

Of u bat was high. Such pleasures she reserr'Jf 

Adam relat'ng, she sole auditre* s ; 

Der husband the relater she preferr*d 

Before the angel, and of him to ask 

Chose rather. He, she knew, would intermix 

Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 

With conjugal caresses ; from his lip 

KoC words alone pleas'd her. O I when meet noiv 

$iich pairs, io lore and mutual honour join'd 1** 
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M^ec uaitjueundi causa, diusque malu OVIDl 

'Tis this that causes and foments the evil, 
And gives us pleasure mixt with pain — 

R. Wv 

From my own Jpartment, March 24. 

I HAVE received the following letter upon the 
ject of my last Paper. The writer of it tells r 
there spoke of marriage as one that knows it on 
speculation^ and for that reason he sends m< 
jj^ense of it, as drawn from experieiKe. 

'* Mr. Bickerstaff^ 
*' I have received your Paper of this day, 
think you have done the nuptial state a great d< 

i'ustice in the authority you ^ve us of Pliny, v 
etters to his wife you haye there translated. 
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give me leave to tell you» that it is impossible for 
you^ that are a bachelor^ to have so just a notion of 
this way of life, as to touch the affections of your 
readers in a particular, wherein every man's owu 
heart suggests more than the nicest observer can 
form to himself, without experience. I, therefore, 
who am an old married man, have sat down to give 
you an account of the matter from my own know- 
ledge, and the observations which I have made 
upon the conduct of others in that most agreeable ox 
wretched condition. 

" It is very commonly observed, that the most 
smart pangs which we meet with, are in the be* 
ginning of wedlock, which proceed from ignorance 
of each other's humour, and want of prudence to 
make allowances for a change from the most care- 
ful respect, to the most unbounded familiarity. 
Hence it arises, that trifles are commonly occasions 
of the greatest anxiety ; for contradiction being 
a thing wholly unusual between a new-married 
couple, the smallest instance of it is taken for the 
highest injury j and it very seldom happens, that the 
man is slow enough in assuming tlie character of a 
husband^ or the woman quick enough in conde- 
scending to that of a wife. It immediately follows^ 
that they think tliey have all the time of their 
courtship been talking in masks to each other, and 
therefore begin to act like disappointed people. Phir 
lander finds Delia ill-natured and impertinent 5 and 
Delia, Philander surly and inconstant. 

'' I have known a fond couple quarrel in the very 
honey-moon about cutting up a tart : nay, I could 
name two, who>. after having had seven children, 
fell out and parted beds upon the boiling of a leg of 
mutton. My very next neighbours have not spoke 
to one another these three days, because they dif^ 
fered in their opinions, whether the clock shouldL 

D 2 
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Stand by the window^ or over the chimney* It mzj 
seem strange to you^ who are not a married man, 
when I tell you how the least triflle can strike a 
woman dumb for a week together. But, if you ever 
enter into this state, you will find that the soft sex 
as often express their anger by an obstinate silence, 
as by an ungovernable clamour. 

'* Those indeed who begin this course of life with- 
out jars at their setting out, arrive within few 
months at a pitch of benevolence and affection, of 
which the most perfect friendship is but a faint re* 
semblance. As in the unfortunate marriage, the 
most minute and indifferent things are objects of the 
sharpest resentment ; so in an happy one, they are 
occasions of the most exquisite satisfaction. For 
what does not oblige in one we love ? What does 
not ofi^end in one we dislike ? For these reasons I 
take it for a rule, that in marriage, the chief busi- 
ness is to acquire a prepossession in favour of each 
other. They should consider one another's words 
and actions with a secret indulgence. There should 
be always an inward fondness pleading for each 
other, such as may add new beauties to every thing 
that is excellent, givp charms to what is indifferent, 
and cover every thing that is defective. For want 
of this kind propensity and bias of mind, the mar« 
ried pair often take things ill of each other, which 
DO one else would take notice of in either of them. 

'* But the most unhappy circumstance of all is, 
where each party is always laying up fuel for dis- 
sension, and gathering together a magazine of pro- 
vocations, to exasperate each other with when tliey 
are out of humour. These people, in common 
discourse, make no scruple to let those who are by 
know, they are quarrelling with one another; and 
think they are discreet enough, if they conceal from 
the company the matters which tl|ey are hinting at. 
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About a week ago, I was entertained for a whole 
dinner with a mysterious conversation of this na- 
ture : out of which I could learn no more, than that 
the husband and wife were angry at one another. 
We had no sooner sat down, but says the gentle- 
man of the house, in order to raise discourse, ' I 
thought Margarita sung extremely well last night.* 
Upon this, says the lady, looking as pale as ashes, 

* I suppose she had cheiry^ coloured ribbands on.* 

• No,' answered the husband with a -flush in his 
face, ' but she had laced shoes,^ I look upon it, 
that a 8tander-by on such occasions has as much 
reason to be out of countenance as either of the 
combatants. To turn off my confusion, and seem 
regardless of what had passed, I desired the servant 
who attended, to give me the vinegar, which iin- 
kickily created a new dialogue of hints j for, as far 
as I could gather by the subsequent discourse, the/ 
had dissented the day before about the preference of 
elder to wine vinegar. In the midst of their dis- 
course, there appeared a dish of chicken and aspa- 
ragus *, when the husband seemed disposed to lay 
aside all disputes ; and looking upon her with a 
great deal of good- nature, said, * Pray, my dear, 
will you help my friend to a wing of the fowl that 
lies next you, for I think it looks extremely well.* 
Hie lady, instead of answering him, addressing 
herself to me, ' Pray, Sir, said she, * do you in 
Surrey reckon the white or the black-legged fowls 
the best ?* I found the husband change colour at 
the question ; and before I could answer, asked 
mc, * Whether we did not call hops broom in our 
country ?* I quickly found they did not ask questions 
so much out of curiosity as anger : for which reason 
I thought flt to keep my opinion to myself, and^ a^ 

# Chiekem snd Sfaragrau, 0« F« 
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an honest roan ought, M^hen he sees two friends in 
warmth with each other, I took the first opportu- 
nity I could to leave them by tliemsclves. 

'* You see. Sir, I have laid before you only small 
incidents, which are seemingly frivolous : but take 
it from a man very well experienced in this state, 
they are principally evils of this nature which make 
marriages unhappy. At the same time that I may 
do justice to this excellent institution, I must own 
to you, there are unspeakable pleasures which arc 
as little regarded in the computation of the advan- 
tages of marriage, as the others are in the usual sur- 
vey that is made of its misfortunes. 

*' Lovemore and his wife live together in the 
happy possession of each other*s hearts, and by that 
means have no indifferent moments, but their whole 
life is one continued scene of delight. Their passion 
for each other communicates a certain satisfaction, 
like that which they themselves are in, to all that 
approach them. When she enters the place where 
he is, you see a pleasure which he cannot conceal, 
nor he, or any one else, describe. In so consum- 
mate an affection, the very presence of the person 
beloved has the effect of the most agreeable conver- 
sation. Whether they have matter to talk of or not, 
they enjoy the pleasures of society, and at the same 
time the freedom of solitude. Their ordinary life 
is to be preferred to the happiest moments of other 
lovers. In a word, they have each of them great 
merit, live in the esteem of all who know them, 
and seem but to comply with the opinions of 
their friends^ in the just value they have for eadi 
ether," 
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Iflol. TUESDAY, MARCH 28, HIO. 



- Ni vis boni 
iHifsainesset forma, btecfbrmamextinguerent, TER* 

Thesethings would extinguish beauty, if iherc were not 
innate pleasure- giving energy in beauty ttscU.' 



t» 



From my own Apartment^ March 27. 

When artists would expose their diamonds to an 
advantage, they usually set them to show in little 
cases of black velvet. By this means the jewels ap- 
pear in their true and genuine lustre, while there is 
no colour that can infect their brightness, or give a 
false cast to the water. When I was at the opera, 
the other night, the assembly of ladies in mourning 
made me consider them in the same kind of view. 
A dress wherein there is so little variety shows the 
face in all its natural charms, and makes one differ 
from, another only as ?t is more or less beautiful* 
Painters are ever careful of offending against a rule 
which is so essential in all just representations. The 
chief figure roust have the strongest point of light, 
and not be injured by any gay colourings, that may 
draw away the attention to any less considerable 
part of the picture. The present fashion obliges 
every body to be dressed with propriety, and makes 
the ladies faces the principal objects of sight. Every 
beautiful person shines out in all tlie excellence with 
which nature has adorned her 3 gaudy ribbands and 
glaring colours being now out of use, the sex has 
Ao opportunity giyea t^eiQ t,Q disfigure themselves^ 
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which they seldom fail to do whenever it lies in 
their power. When a woman comes to her glass, 
she does not employ her time in making herself 
look more advantageously what she really is 5 but 
endeavours to be as much another creature as she 
possibly can. Whether this happens because they 
stay so long, and attend their work so diligently, 
that they forget the faces and persons which they 
first sat down with, or whatever it is, they seldonx 
rise from the toilet the same women they appeared 
when they began to dress. What jewel can the 
charming Cleora place in her ears, that can please 
her beholders so much as her eyes ? The cluster of 
diamonds upon the breast can add no beauty to the 
f^ir chest of ivory which supports it. It may indeed 
tempt a man to steal a woman, but never to love 
her. Let Thalestris change herself into a motley, 
party-coloured animal : the pearl necklace, the 
flowered" stomacher, tlie artificial nosegay, and 
shaded furbelow, may be of use to attract tlie eye of 
the beholder, and turn it from the imperfections of 
her features and shape. But if ladies will take my 
word for it (and as they dress to please men, they 
ought to consult our fancy rather than their own in 
this particular), I can assure them, there is nothing 
touches our imagination so much as a beautiful wo- 
man in a plain dress. There might be more agree- 
able ornaments found in our own manufacture, thaa 
anv that rise out of the looms of Persia. 

This, I know, is a very harsh doctrine to woman- 
kind, who are carried away with every thing that 
is showy, and with what delights the eye, more 
tlian any other species of living creatures whatso- 
ever. Were the minds of the sex laid open, we 
should find the chief idea in one to be a tippet, in 
another a muff, in a third a fan, and in a fourth a 
ferdingal. The memory of an dd visiting lady is so 
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filled with gloves^ silks, and ribbands, that I can 
look upon it as nothing else but a toy-shop. A ma- 
tron of my acquaintance, complaining of hef daugh- 
ter's vanity, was observing, that she had all of a 
sudden held up her head higher than ordinary, and 
taken an air that shewed a secret satisfaction in her- 
•elf, mixed with a scorn of others. " I did not 
know," says my friend, ''what to make of the 
carriage of this fantastical girl, until I was informed 
by her eldest sister, that she had a pair of striped 
garters on." This odd turn of mind often makes 
the sex unhappy, and disposes them to be struck 
with every thing that makes a show, however 
trifling and superficial. 

Many a lady has fetched a sigh at the toss of a 
wig *, and been ruined by the tapping of a snuff- 
box. It is impossible to describe all the execution 
that was done by the shoulder-knot, while that 
&shion prevailed, or to reckon up all the virgins 
that have fallen a sacrifice to a pair of fringed gloves, 
A sincere heart has not made half so many con- 
quests as an open waistcoat ; and I should be glad 
to see an able head make so good a figure in a 
woman's company as a pair of red heels, A Grecian 
hero, when he was asked whether he could play 
upon the lute, thought he had made a very good 
reply, when he answered, ''Noj but I can make a 
great city of a little one.*' Notwithstanding his 
boasted wisdom, I appeal to the heart of any Toast 
in town, whether she would not think the lutenist 
preferable to the statesman ? I do not speak this out 
of any aversion that I have to the sex : on the con- 
trary, I have always had a tenderness for them 5 
but, I must confess^ it troubles me very much, to 

♦ A Tje. A» 
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see the generality of them place their affections on 
improper objects, and give up all the pleasures of 
life for gewgaws and trifles. 

Mrs. Margery BickerstaiF, my great aunt, had a 
thousand pounds to her portion, which our family 
was desirous of keeping among themselves, and 
therefore used all possible means to turn off her 
thoughts from marriage. The method they took 
was, in any time of danger, to throw a new gown 
or petticoat in her way. When she was about 
twenty-five years of age, she fell in love with a 
roan of an agreeable temper and equal fortune^ and 
would certainly have married him, had not my 
grandfather. Sir Jacob, dressed her up in a suit of 
flowered sattin j upon which she set so immoderate 
a value upon herself, that the lover was contemned 
and discarded. In the fortieth year of hei; age, she 
was again smitten 5 but very luckily transferred her 
passion to a tippet, which was presented to her by 
another relation who was in the plot. This, witli a 
white sarsenet hood, kept her safe in the family un-^ 
til fifty. About sixty, which generaUy produces a 
kind of latter spring in amorous constitutions, my 
aunt Margery had again a colt's tooth in her head; 
and would certainly have eloped from the mansion- 
house, had not her brother Simon, who was a wise 
man and a scholar, advised to dress her in cherry^ 
coloured ribbands, which was the only expedient 
that could have been found out by the wit of man 
to preserve the thousand pounds in our family, part 
of which I enjoy at this time. 

This discourse puts me in mind of an humourist 
mentioned by Horace, called Eutrapelus, who, wh^ 
he designed to do a man a mischief, made him 9 
present of a gay suit ; and brings to my memory 
another passage of the same author, when he de- 
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Tibes the most ornamental dress that a woman can 
ppear in with two words. Simplex Munditiis, 
'hich I have quoted for the benefit of my femaUi 
saders. 



N^IM. THURSDAY, MARCH 30, niQ. 



Viif quihus imperium at animarum, vwAr^ftu UUnttt^ 
Et CbaoSf & PbUgetbom^ lo€a moete si/entia /ate, 
Sit wabifas audita loqui ; ut mmine vestro 
Pwtdere res alti terri &* eali'girumersas, 

VIRG. JEXL VI. 264; 

Infernal gods, who rule the shades below. 
Chaos and Ptdegethon, the realms of woe ; 
Grant what |'ve heard I may to light expose. 
Secrets which earib, and oight, and Hell inclose I 

PITT. 

From my own Apartment, March 29. 

i MAN who confines his speculations to the tihie 
►resent, has but a very narrow province to employ 
ds thoughts in. For this reason, persons of studi- 
os and contemplative natures often entertain them- 
elves with the history of past ages, or raise schemes 
nd conjectures upon futurity. For my ovvn part, I 
Dve to range through that half of eternity which is 
till to come, rather than look on that which is al- 
eady run out j because I know I have a real share 
nd interest in the one, whereas all that was trans-^ 
cted in the other caa be only matter of curiosity 
ome» 
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Upon this account, I have been always very muci 
delighted with meditating on the souFs immortality 
and in reading the several notion^ which the wisest 
of men, both antient and modern, have entertainec 
on that subject. What the opinions of the greatest 
philosophers have been, I have several times hintec 
at« and shall give an account of them from time t( 
time as occasion requires. It may likewise Ix 
worth while to consider, what men of the most ex- 
alted genius and elevated imagination have thought 
of tiiis matter. Among these. Homer stands up ai 
a prodigy of mankind, that looks down upon th< 
rest of human creatures as a species beneath him 
Since he is the most ancient heathen author, wc 
may guess from his relation, what were the com- 
mon opinions in his time concerning the state of th< 
sovl after death. 

Ulysses, "he tells us, made a voyage to the region! 
of the dead, in order to consult Tiresias how he 
should return to his own country, and recommenc 
liimself to the favour of the gods. The poet scarce 
introduces a single person, who doth not suggest 
some useful precept to his reader, and designs 
his description of the dead for the, amendment ol 
the living. 

Ulysses, after having made a very plenteous sa- 
orifice, stit him doum by the pool of holy blood 
which attracted a prodigious assembly of ghosts ol 
aU ages and conditions, that hovered about the herOj 
and feasted upon the steams of his oblation. The 
first he knew was the shade of Elpenor, who, tc 
show the activity of a spirit above that of body, m 
represented as arrived there long before Ulysses 
notwithstanding the winds and seas had contributed 
all their force to hasten his voyage thither. Thh 
i^ipenor, to inspire the reader with a detestation ol 
drunkenness, and at the same time with a religioiu 
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care of doing proper honours to the dead, describei 
himself as having broken his neck in a debauch of 
wine ; and begs Ulysses, that for the repose of his 
soul, he would build a monument over him, and 
perform funeral rites to his memory. Ulysses, with 
great sorrow of heart, promises to fulfil his request, 
and is immediately diverted to an object much more 
moving than the former. The ghost of his own 
mother Anticlea, whom he still thought living, ap- 
pears to him among the multitudes of shades that 
surrounded him 3 and sits down at a small distance 
from him by the lake of blood, without speaking to 
hina, or knowing who he was. Ulysses was ex- 
ceedingly troubled at the sight, and could n6t for- 
bear weeping as he looked upon her : but being all 
along fet forth as a pattern of consummate wisdom^ 
he makes his affection give way to prudence ; and 
therefore, upon his seeing Tiresias, does not reveal 
himself to his mother, until he had consulted that 
great prophet, who was the occasion of this his 
descent into the empire of the dead. Tiresias hav- 
ing cautioned him to keep himself and liis compa- 
nions free from the guilt of sacrilege, and to pay his 
devotions to all the gods, promises him a safe return 
to his kingdom and family, and a happy old age in 
the enjoyment of them. 

The poet, having thus with great art kept the cu- 
riosity of his reader in suspense, represents his wise 
man, after the dispatch of his business with Tiresias, 
as yielding himself up to the calls of natural af- 
fection, and making himself known to his mother. 
Her eyes are no sooner opened, but she cries out in 
tears, " O my son !** and inquires into thq occasions 
that brought him thither, and the fortune that at- 
tended him. 

Ulysses, on the other hand, desires to know what 
ibc sickness ws^ th^t had sent her into tho^e regions. 
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Und the tondition in which she had left his father, 
his son, and more particularly his wife. She tells 
him, " they were all three inconsolable for his ab- 
sence. As for myself,'* says she, ** that was the 
sickness of which 1 died. My impatience for your 
return, my anxiety for your welfare, and my fond- 
ness for my dear Ulysses, were the only distempers 
that preyed upon my life^ and separated my soul 
from my body." Ulysses was melted with these 
expressions of tenderness, and thrice endeavoured to 
catch the apparition in his arms, that he might hold- 
bis mother to his bosom, and weep over her. 

This gives the poet occasion to describe the notion 
the heathens at that time had of an unbodied soul, 
in the excuse which the mother makes for seeming 
to withdraw herself from her son's embraces. " The 
soul," says she, ** is comprised neither of bones, 
flesh, nor sinews j but leaves behind her all those 
incumbrances of mortality to be consumed on the 
funeral pile. As soon as she has thus cast her bur- 
den, she makes her escape, and £ies away from it 
like a dream.'* 

When this melancholy conversation is at an end, 
the poet draws up to view as charming a vision hs 
could enter into man's imagination. He describ<*s 
the nejvt who appeared to Ulysses, to have been the 
shades of the finest women that had ever lived upon 
the earth, and who had either been the daughters of 
kings, the mistresses^ gods, or mothers pf heroes j 
such as Antiope, Alcmena, Leda, Ariadne, Iphi- 
media, Eriphyle, and several others, of whom he 
gives a catalogue, with a short history of their ad- 
ventures. The beautiful assembly of apparitions 
were all gathered together about the blood, ** Eac^ 
of them,*' says Ulysses, as a gentle satire upon fe- 
male vanity, '* giving me an account of her birtl^ 
;md family,' • This s^pe pf e^^traovdinaiy womeqi 



N» 152. TATLEft. 39 

seems to have been designed by the poet as a lecture 
of mortality to tlie whole sex, and to put them in 
mind of what they must expect, notwithstanding 
the greatest perfections, and highest honours, they 
can arrive at. 

The circle of beauties at length disappeared, and 
was succeeded by the shades of several Grecian he- 
roes, who had been engaged with Ulysses in the 
»iege of Troy. The first that approached was Aga- 
memnon, the generalissimo of that great expedition, 
who, at the appearance of his old friend, wept 
very bitterly, and, without saying any thing to him, 
endeavoured to grasp him by the hand. Ulysses, 
•who was much moved at the sight, poured out a 
flood of tears, and asked him the occasion of his 
death, which Agamemnon related to him in all its 
tragical circumstances ; how he was murdered at a 
banquet by the contrivance of his own wife, in con- 
federacy with her adulterer : from whence he takes 
<x;casion to reproach the whole sex, after a manner 
which would be inexcusable in a man who had not 
'been so great a sufferer by them, " My wife,'* 
says he, ** has disgraced all the women that shall 
ever be born into the world, even those who here- 
after shall be innocent. Take care how you grow 
too fond of your wife. Never tell her all you 
know. If you reveal some things to her, be sure 
you keep others concealed from her. You, indeed, 
have nothing to fear from your Penelope, she will 
not use you as my wife has treated me ; however, 
take care how you trust a woman." The poet, in 
this and other instances, according to the system of 
many heathen as well as Christian philosophers, 
*hows, how anger, revenge, and other habits 
which the soul had contracted in the hoAy, subsist^ 
and grow in it under its state of separation.- 

s z 
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I am extremely pleased with the companions 
which the poet in the next description assigns to 
Achilles. *' Achilles," says the hero, " came up to 
me with Patroclas and Antilochus.'* By which wo 
may see that it was Homer's opinion, and probably 
that of the age he lived in^ that the friendships 
which are made among the livings will likewise con- 
tinue among the dead. Achilles inquires after the 
welfare of his son, and of his father, with a fierce- 
ness of the same character that Homer has every 
where expressed in the actions of his life. The pas- 
sage relating to his son is so extremely beautiful, 
that I must not omit it. Ulysses, after having de- 
scribed him as wise in council, and active in war, 
and mentioned the foes whom he had slain in battle, 
adds an observation that he himself had made of his 
behaviour, whilst he lay in the wooden horse. 
*' Most of the generals," says he, " that were with 
us, either wept or trembled : as for your son, I 
never saw him wipe a tear from his cheeks, qr 
change his countenance. On the contrary, he 
would often lay his hand upon his sword, or grasp 
his spear, as impatient to employ them against the 
Trojans.*' He then informs his father of the great 
honour and rewards which he had purchased before 
Trov, and of his return from it witliout a wound. 
*^ The shade of Achilles," says the poet, " was so 
pleased with the account he received of his 5on, 
that he inquired no farther, but stalked away with 
more than ordinary majesty over the green meadow 
tliat lay before them.'* 

This last circumstance, of a deceased father's re- 
joicing in the behaviour of his son, is very finely 
contrived by Homer, as an incentive to virtue, 
and made use of by none that I know besides 
liimself.. 
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The destcription of Ajax, which follows, and bis 
refusing to speak to Ulysses, who had won tlie ar- 
mour of Achilles from him, and by that means oc- 
casioned his death, is admired by every one that 
reads it. When Ulysses relates the suUenness of his 
deportment, and considers the greatness of the 
hero, he expresses himself with generous and noble 
sentiments. *' Oh ! that I had never gained a prize 
which cost the life of so brave a man as Ajax ! who, 
for the beauty of his person, and greatness of his 
actions, was inferior to none but the divine 
Achilles." The same noble condescension, which 
never dwells but in truly great minds, and such as 
Homer would represent that of Ulysses to have 
been, discovers itself likewise in the speech which 
he made to the ghost of Ajax on that occasion. 
*' Oh, Ajax !'* says he, *' will you keep your re- 
sentments even after death ? What destructions hith 
this fatal armour brought upon the Greeks, by 
robbing them of you, who were their bulwark and 
defence? Achilles is not more bitterly lamented 
among us than you. Impute not then your death to 
any one but Jupiter, who, out of his anger to the 
Greeks, took you away from among them : let me 
intrcat you to approach me 5 restrain the fierceness 
of your wrath, and the greatness of your soul, and 
hear what I have to say to you." Ajax, without 
making a reply, turned his back upon him, and 
retired into a crowd of ghosts. 

Ulysses, aft^r all these visions, took a view of 
those impious wretches who lay in tortures for the 
crimes they had committed upon the earth, whom 
he describes under all the varieties of pain, as so 
many marks of divine vengeance, to deter others 
from following their example. He then tells us, 
that notwithstanding he had a great curiosity to see 
the heroes that lived in the ages before him^ the 

E z 
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jjhosts began to gather about him in such prodigious 
inultitudes, and with such a confusion of voices, 
that his heart trembled as he saw himself amidst so 
great a scene of horrors. He adds, that he was 
afraid lest some hideous spectre should appear to 
him, that might terrify him to distraction 3 and 
therefore withdrew in time. 

I question not but my reader will be pleased with 
, this description of a future state, represented by 
such a noble and fruitful imagination, tliat had no- 
thing to direct it besides the light of nature^ an^ 
the opinions of a dark and ignorant age. 



*B 
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SomhaliOf dangor^ stridor^ taraiataarof wmrmstr, 

FARN. Rhet. 

Rend with tremendous sounds your ears asunder. 
With guoi drum, trampeC| blunderbuss, and thunder. 

POPE. 



JFVom my own Apartment, Mmrch 31. 

I HAVB heard of a very valuable picture, whereir 
all the painters of the age in which it was drawn, 
are represented sitting together in a circle, and join- 
ing in a consort of music. Each of them plays upor 
such a particular instrument as is the most suitabli 
to his character, and expresses that style and man 
ner of painting which is peculiar to bim. The fa 
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mous cupola-painter of those times> to show the 
grandeur and boldness of his figures, hath a horn in 
his mouth, which he seems to wind with great 
strength and force. On the contrary, an eminent 
artist, who wrought up his pictures with the greatest 
accuracy, and ga?e them all those delicate touches 
which are apt to piesise the nicest eye, is repre- 
sented as tuning a Theorbo. The same kind of 
humour ruus through the whole piece. 

I have often, from this hint, imagined to myself, 
that different talents in discourse might be sha- 
dowed out after the same manner by different kinds 
of music ; and that the several conversable parts of 
mankind in this great city, might be cast into pro- 
per characters and divisions, as they resemble se- 
veral instruments that are in use among the masters 
of harmony. Of these therefore in their order j 
and first of the Drum. 

Your Drums are the blusterers in conversation, 
that, with a loud kugh, unnatural mirth, and a 
torrent of noise, domineer in public assemblies ; 
over-bear men of senses stun their companions; 
and fill the place they are in with a rattling sounds 
that hath seldom any wit, humour, or good breed- 
ing in it. The Drum, notwithstanding, by this 
boisterous vivacity, is very proper to impose upon 
the ignorant $ and in conversation with ladies who 
are not of the finest taste, often passes for a man of 
mirth and wit, and for wondei'ful pleasant com- 
pany* I need not observe, that the emptiness of the 
brum very much contributes to its noise. 

The Lute is a character directly opposite to the 
Drum, that sounds very finely by itself, or in a very 
small consort. Its notes are exquisitely sweet, and 
very low, easily drowned in a multitude of instru- 
ments, and even lost among a few, unless you give 
9 particular attention to itt A Lute is seldom heard 
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in ^ company of more than five, whereas a Drum 
will show itself to advantage in an assembly of five 
hundred. TheLutenists therefore are men of a fine 
genius, uncommon reflection, great affability, and 
esteemed chiefly by persons of a good taste, who are 
the only proper judges of so delightful and soft a 
melody. 

The Trumpet is an instrument that has in it no 
compass of music, or variety of sound, but is not- 
witlistanding very agreeable, so long as it keeps 
within its pitch. It has not above four or five 
notes, which are however very pleasing, and capable 
of exquisite turns and modulations. The gentlemen 
"who fall under this denomination, are your men of 
the most fashionable education, and refined breed- 
ing, who have learned a certain smoothness of disf 
course, and sprightliness of air, from the polite 
company they have kept ; but at the same time have 
shallow parts, weak judgments, and a short reach of 
understanding. A play-house, a drawing-room, a 
ball, a visiting-day, or a Ring at Hyde-park, arc 
the few notes they are masters of, which they touch 
upon in all conversations. The Trumpet, however, 
is a necessary instrument about a court, and a proper 
cnlivener of a consort, though of no great harmony 
by itself. 

Violins are the lively, forward, importunate wits, 
tliat distinguish themselves by the flourishes of ima- 
gination, sharpness of repartee, glances of satire, 
and bear away the upper part in every consori. I 
cannot, however, but observe, that when a man is 
not disposed to hear music, there is not a more 
disagreeable sound in harmony tlian that of a Violin. 

There is anotbrr musical instrument, which it 
more fiequent in this nation than any other j I mean 
your Bass-viol, which grumbles in tlie bottom of the 
consort^ and with a surly masculine sound sirengtheu* 

i 
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le harmony, and tempers the sweetness af the se- 
;ral instruments that play along wilh it. The 
ass-viol is an instrument of a quite different nnture 
» the Trumpet, and may signify men ot' rougli 
;Dse and unpolished parts ; who do not love to hear 
lemselves talk, but sometimes break out witli an 
prceable bluntness, unexpected wit, and surly 
[easantries, to the no small diversion of their 
icnds and companions. In short, I look u[)on 
•rery sensible true-born Briton to be naturally a 
ass-vioL 

As for your rural wits^ who talk with great elo- 
iience and alacrity of foxes, hounds, horses, quick- 
;t-hedges, and six-bar gates, double ditches, and 
roken necks, I am in doubt, whether I should give 
lem a place in the conversable world. However, 

they will content themselves with being raised 
> the dignity of Hunting-horns, I shall desire for 
ic future, that tliey may be known by that name. 

I must not here omit the Bag-pipe species, that 
ill entertain you from morning to night with the 
ipetition of a few notes, which are played over and 
rcr, with the perpetual humming of a drone run- 
ng underneath them. These are your dull, heavy, 
dious stor)'-teller8, the load and burden of conver- 
tions, that set up for men of importance, by 
lowing secret history, and giving au account of 
ansactions, that whether they ever passed m the 
orld or not, doth not signify an half-penny to its 
struction, or its welfare. Some have observed, 
at die Northern parts of this island are more par- 
rulaiiy fruitful in Bag-pipes. 
There are so very few persons who are masters in 
ery kind of conversation, and can talk on all sub- 
cts, that I do not know whether we should make 
distinct species of them. Nevertheless, th^t i^y 
heme may not be defective^ for the sake pf tboie 
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few who are endowed with such extraordinary t 
lents^ I shall allow them to be harpsichords, a kir 
of music which every one knows is a consort 1 
itself. 

As for your Passing-bells, who look upon roir 
as criminal^ and talk of nothing but what is mela: 
choly in Itself, and mortifying to human nature, 
shall not mention them. 

I shatl likewise pass over in silence all the rabh 
of mankind, that crowd our streets, coffee-house 
feasts, and public tables. I cannot call their di 
course conversation, but rather something that 
practised in imitation of it. For which reason, ii 
would describe them by any musical instrument , 
ishould be by those modern inventions of the bla 
der and string, tongs and key, marrow-bone ai 
cleaver. 

My reader will doubtless observe, that I ha 
only touched here upon male mstruments, havi; 
reserved my female consort to another occasion, 
he has a mind to know where these several ch 
racters are to be met witli, I could direct him tc 
whole club of Drums j not to mention another 
Bag-pipes, which I have before given some accou 
of in my description of our nightly meetings 
Sheer-lane. The Lutes may often be met with 
couples upon the banks of a crystal stream, or in t 
retreats of shady woods, and flowery meadow 
which, for diflferent reasons, are likewise the gr< 
resort of your Hunting-horns. Bass-viols are fi 
quently to be found over a glass of stale-beer, am 
pipe of tobacco J whereas tliose who set up ^ 
v'^iolins, seldom fail to make their appearance 
Will's once every evening. You may meet w 
a Trumpet any where on the otlicr side of Charli 
cross. 
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That we may draw soraetiiing for our advantage 
in life out of the foregoing discourse, I must intreat 
my reader to make a narrow search into his life and 
conversation, and, upon his leaving any company, 
to examine himsdf seriously, whether he has be- 
haved himself in it like a Drum or a Trumpet, a 
Violin or a Bass-viol ; and accordingly endeavour to 
mend his music for the future. For my own part, 
I must confess, I was a Drum for many years ', nay, 
and a very noisy one, until, having polished myself 
a little ifti good company, I threw as much of the 
Trumpet into my conversation, as was possible for a 
man of an impetuous temper, by which mixture of 
difierent musics I look upon myself, during the 
course of many years, to have resembled a Tabor 
and Pipe. I have since very much endeavoured at 
the sweetness of tlie Lute; but, in spite of all my 
resolutions, I must confess, with great confusion, 
that I find myself daily degenerating into a Bag- 
pipe } whether it be the effect of my old . age, or of 
the company I keep, I know not. All that I can 
do, is to keep a watch over my conversation, and 
to silence the Drone as soon as I find it begin to 
hum in my discourse, being determined rather to 
hear the notes of others, tlian to play out of time, 
and encroach upon their parts in the consort by th^ 
noise of so tiresome an insti'ument. 

I shall conclude this Paper with a letter which 
I received last night from a friend of mine, whq 
knows very well my notions upon this subject, 
0nd invites me to pass the evening at his house, 
with a select company qf friends* in tl^e follpwing 
words : 

*' Dear Isaac, 
'*' I intend to have a consort at my house this 
|jveiup§, baying by gre^t change got ^ Harpsichordj, 
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which I am sure will entertain you very agreeably 
There will be likewise two Lutes and a Trumpet 
let me beg you to put yourself in tune> and be* 
lieve me 

Your very faithful servant, 

I^icHOLAS Humdrum V 
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Ohicufiivera im/ohent, VIRG. ^ll« VI. loo. 

lovolvins truth io terms obscarc. 

From my own Apartment, April 3. 

We have already examined Homer's description oi 
a future state, and the condition in which he batli 
placed the souls of the deceased. I shall, in thii 
Paper, make some observations on the account 
which Virgil hath given us of the same subject^ 
who, besides a greatness of genius, had all the 
lights of philoso])hy and human learning to assist 
and guide him in his discoveries. 

yLneas is represented as descending into the em- 
pire of death, with a prophetess by his side, whc 
instructs him in the secrets of tliose lower regions. 

Upon tlie confines of the dead, and before the 
very gates of this infernal world, Virgil describes 
several inhabitants, whose natures are wonderfully 
suited to the situation of the place, as being cHbci 

• S— Taller, No. 157. 



ir> 154. TATLER. 49 

the occasions or resemblances of death. Of the 
first kind are the shadows of Sickness, Old Age, 
Fear, Famine, and Poverty ; apparitions very ter- 
rible to behold, with several others, as Toil, War, 
Contention, and Discord, which contribute all of 
Aera to people this common receptacle of human 
souls. As this was likewise a very proper residence 
ibr every thing that re5?embles death, the poet tells 
OS, that Sleep, whom he represents as a near re- 
lation to death, has likewise his habitation in these 
quarters; and describes in them a huge gloomy 
elm-tree, which seems a very proper ornament for 
the place, and is possessed by an innumerable swarni 
of dreams, that hang in clusters under every leaf of 
it. He then gives us a list of imaginary persons, 
who very naturally lie within the shadow of the 
dream-tree, as being of the same kind of make in 
themselves, and the materials, or, to use Shak- 
speare's phrase, " the stuff of which dreams are 
made.** Such are the shades of the giant with an 
hundred hands, and of his brother with three 
bodies ; of the double-shaped Centaur and Scylla ; 
the Gorgon with snaky hair ; the Harpy with u 
wornan's face and lion s talons ; the seven-headed 
Hydra; and the Chimara, which breathes forth a 
flame, and is a compound of three animals. These 
several mixed natures, the creatures of imagination, 
are not only introduced with great art after the 
dreams, but, as they are planted at the very en- 
trance, and witliin the very gates of those regions, 
do probably denote the wild deliriums and extrava- 
gancies of fancy, which the soul usually falls into 
wijen she is just upon the verge of death. 

Thus far Aneas travels in an allegor}\ The rest 
of tiie description is drawn with great exactness, ac- 
cording to the religion of the heathens, and the 
opinions of the Platonic philosophy. I shall not 

VOL. IV. J? 
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tr juble my reader with a common dull story, tha 
gives an account why the heathens first of all si^ 
posed a ferryman in Hell, and his name to b 
Charon ; but must not pass over in silence thepoir 
of doctrine which VirgU hath very much insiste 
upon in this book. That the souls of those who ai 
nnburied, are not permitted to go over into tbd 
respective places of rest, until they have wan 
dered a hundred years upon the banks of Siyi 
This was probably an inveption of the heatne 
priesthood, to make the people extremely careful i 
performing proper rites and ceremonies to the me 
mor}' of the dead. I shall not, however, with th 
infamous scribblers of the age, take an occasyv 
from such a circumstance, to run into declamatioii 
against priestcraft, but rather look upon it even ii 
this light as a religious artifice, to raise in th 
minds of men an esteem for the memory of the! 
forefathers, and a desire to recommend themselvc 
to that of posterity ; as also to excite in them a 
ambition of imitating the virtues of the deceased 
and to keep alive in their thoughts the sense of th 
souPs immortality. In a word, we may say in dc 
fence of the severe opinions relating to the shades i 
unburied persons, what hath been said by some c 
our divines in regard to the rigid doctrines concern 
ing the souls of such who die without being ini 
tiated into our religion, that supposing they sboul 
be erroneous, they can do no hurt to the dead, an 
will have a good effect upon the living, in makin 
them cautious of neglecting such necessary solen: 
nitif's. 

Charon is no sooner appeased, and the tripled 
headed dog laid asleep, but yEneas makes his cr 
trance into the dominions of Pluto. 1 here are thrc 
kinds of persons described, as being situated on th 
borders 3 and I can give no reason for their beln 
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Stationed there in so particular a manner, but bc-» 
cause none of them seem to have had a proper right 
io^a place among the dead, as not having run out the 
whole thread of their days, and finished the term 
ef life that had been allotted them upon earth. The 
jfirst of these are the souls of infants, who are 
inatcbed away by untimely ends. The second are 
cf those who are put to death wrongfully, and by 
an unjust sentence ; and the third, of those who 
grew weary of their lives, and laid violent hands 
upon themselves. As for the second of these, 
Virgil adds with great beauty, that Minos, the 
judge of the dead, is employed in giving them a 
re-hearingt and assigning them their several quarters 
fuitable to the parts they acted in life. The poet, 
sfter haWn^ mentioned the souls of those unhappy 
men who destroyed themselves, breaks out into a 
fine exclamstion. " Oh ! how gladly," says he, 
•* would they now endure life with all its miseries I 
but the Destinies forbid their return to earth, and 
the waters of Styx surround them with nine streams 
tibat are unpassable." It is very remarkable, that 
VirgD, notwithstanding self-murder was ^o frequent 
among the heathens, and had been practised by 
some of the greatest men in the very age before him, 
bath here represented it as so heinous a crime. But 
in this particular he was guided by the doctrines c^ 
his great master Plato ; who says on this subject, 
that a man is placed in his station of life, like a 
loTdier in his proper post, which he is not to quit» 
whatever may happen, until he is called off by his 
commander who planted him in it. 

There is another point in the Platonic philosophy, 
which Virgil has made the ground work of die 
greatest part in the piece we are now examining ; 
having with wonderful art and beauty materialized, 
if I may so call it^ a scheme of abstracted notions^ 

V 2 
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It was an opinion of the Platonists, that the sou] 
of men having contracted in the body great stain 
and pollutions of vice and ignorance, there were sc 
veral purgations and cleanings necessary to be passe 
tlirough, both here and hereafter, in order to redn 
and purify tlietn. 

VirgiJ, to give this thought likewise a cloathir 
of poetry, describes some spirits as bleaching in tli 
winds, others as cleansing under great falls < 
watei)s, and others as purging in tire, to recover th 
primitive beauty and purity of their natures. 

It was likewise an c^inion of the same sect of ph 
iosophers, that the souls of all men exist in a s< 
parate state, long before their union with the 
bodies ; and that, upon their immersion into fles] 
they forget every thing which passed in the state < 
pre-exislence ; so that what we here call kno\i 
ledge, is nothing else but memory, or the recovc] 
of those things which we knew before. 

In pursuance of this scheme, Virgil gives us 
view of several souls, who, to prepare themselv* 
|br living upon earth, flock about the banks of tl 
river Lethe, and swill themselves with the waters • 
oblivion. 

The same scheme gives him an opportunity • 
making a noble compliment to his countr}'mei 
where Anchises is represented taking a survey of tl 
long train of heroes that are to descend from hie 
and giving his son iEneas an account of all tl 
glories of his race. 

I need not mention the revolution of the Platon 
year, which is but just touched upon in this bool 
and as I have consulted no author's thoughts in tfa 
explication, shall be very well pleased, if it cj 
make the noblest piece of the most accomplished po 
more agreeable to my female readers, when th< 
ttiink fit to look into Dryden's translation of it» 
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Altetu nego/ia atratf 



Mxeuuki frofnis, HOR. III. Sat. ii. 19* 

When he hail lost alt business of his own, 
He ran in quest of news through all the t)wn« 

From my own Apartment, April 5. 

There lived some years since^ within my neigh- 
bourhood, a very grave person, an upholsterer*, 
who seemed a man of more than ordinary appli- 
cation, to business. He was a very early riser, and 
was often abroad two or three hours before any of 
his neighbours. He had a particular carefulness in 
the knitting of his brows, and a kind of impatience 
in all his motions, that plainly discovered he was al- 
ways intent upon matters of importance. Upon my 
inquiry into his life and conversation, I found him 
to be the greatest newsmonger in our quarter ; that 
he rose before day to read the Postman ; and that 
he would take two or three turns to the other end 
of the town before his neighbours were up, to see if 
there were any Dutch mails come in. He had a 
"wife and several children j but was much more in- 
quisitive to know what passed in Poland than in his 
own family, and was in greater pain and anxiehr of 
mind for. king Augustus's welfare^ than that of his 

* Mr. Ame, an upholsterer in Covent-gardeni waS| it it 
said, Che original of the politician exposed in this paper. 

Mr. Arne was the father of Dr. Thomas Augustine Ame^ 
ao eminent mnsiciani and a dramatic w^r^ wtiodiedin l^^%• 
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nearest relations. He -looked extremely thin in a 
dearth of news, and never enjoyed himself in a 
westerly wind. This indefatigable kind of life was 
the ruin of his shop ; for, about the time that his 
favourite prince left the crown of Poland^ he broke 
and disappeared. 

This man and his affairs had been long out of ray 
mind, until about tliree days ago, as I was walking 
in St. Jaroes*s-park, i heard somebody at a distance 
hemming after me : and who should it be but my 
old neighbour the upholsterer ? I saw he was re- 
duced to extreme poverty, by certain shabby super- 
fluities in his dress : for, notwithstanding that it 
was a very sultry day for the time of the year, he 
wore a loose great coat •and a muff, with a long 
campaign wig out of curl ; to which he had added 
the ornament of a pair of black garters buckled under 
tfie knee* Upon his coming up to me, I was going 
to inquire into his present circumstances ; but was 
prevented by his asking me, with a whisper, ** whe- 
ther the last letters brought any accounts that one 
might rely upon from Bender ?'* I told him, 
•' None that I heard of 3" and asked him, ** whe- 
ther he "had yet married his eldest daughter ?*' He 
told roe, '* no. But pray," says he, '* tell me sin- 
cerely, what are your thoughts of the king of Swe- 
den?'* For though his wife and children were 
starving, I found his chief concern at present was 
for this great monarch. I told him, *' that I looked 
upon him as one of the first heroes of the age." 
** But pray,'* says he, " do you think there is any 
truth in the story of his wound ?** And finding me 
surprized at the question, *< Nay," says he, *• I 
only propose it to you.'* I answered, " that I 
thought there was no reason tp doubt of it." *' But 
why in the heef^** says lie^ *' more than in any other 
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part of tlie body ?" *' Because," said I, '* the bullet 
chanced to light there." 

This extraordinary dialogue was no sooner ended, 
but he began to launch out into a long dissertation 
upon the atfairs of the North j and after having spent 
some time on them, he told nie, ** he was in a 
great perplexity how to reconcile the Supplement 
with the English-post^ and had been just now ex- 
amining what the other papers say upon the same 
subject. The Daily Courant," says he, " has these 
words. ' We have advices from very good hands, 
that a certain prince has some matters of great im- 
portance under consideration.* This is very mys- 
sterious ; but the Post-boy leaves us more in the 
dark J for he tells us, ' That there are private inti- 
mations of measures taken by a certain prince, 
which time will bring to light.' Now the Post- 
roan," says he, *' who uses to be very clear, refers 
to the same news in these words ; ' The late con- 
duct of a certain prince affords great matter of spe- 
culation.' This certain prince,'* says the up- 
holsterer, *• whom they are all so cautious of 

naming, I take to be '* Upon which, though 

there was nobody near us, he whispered something 
in my ear, which I did not hear, or think wortli 
my while to make him repeat. 

We were now got to the upper end of the Mall, 
where were three or four very odd fellows sitting 
together upon the bench. These I found were all 
of them politicians, who used to sun themselves in 
that place every day about dinner-time. Observing 
them to be curiosities in their kind, and my trit^ncHs 
acquaintance, I sat down among them. 

The chief politician of the bench was a great as- 
serter of paradoxes. He told us, with a seeming 
concern, '• that, by some news he had lately read 
from Muscovy, it appeared to him tliat there was a 
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Storm gathering in the Black-sea, which might 
time do hurt to the naval forces of this nation.** ' 
this he added, " that, for his part, he coiitd.i 
wish to see the Turk driven out of Europe, wh 
he believed could not but be prejudicial to i 
woollen manufacture.*' He then told us, *' that 
looked upon those extraordinary revolutions wh 
had lately happened in those parts of the world, 
have risen chiefly from two persons who were i 
much talked of j and those,** says he, ' ' are prh 
MenzikofF, and the duchess of Mirandola.*' ! 
backed his assertions with so many broken hii 
and such a show of depth and wisdom, that weg: 
ourselves up to his opinions. 

The discourse at length fell upon a point wh* 
seldom escapes a knot of true-born Englislun 
whether, in case of a religious war, the Protesta 
would not be too strong for the Papists ? This 
unanimously determined on the Protestant si 
One who sat on my right-hand, and, as I found 
his discourse, had been in the West Indies, assu 
us, " that it would be a very easy matter for 
Protestants to beat the Pope at sea j*' and add 
'* that whenever such a war does break out, 
must turn to die good of the Leeward Islam! 
Upon this, one who sat at the end of the ben 
and, as I afterwards found, was the geograp 
of tl>^ compiiny, said, *' that in case tnc Pap 
siiould drive the Protestants from these parts 
Europe, when the worst came to the worst, 
would be impossible to beat them out of Norv 
snd Greenland, provided the Northern cro\ 
hold together, and the czar of Muscovy st: 
niHitcr.'* 

He furth^ told us, for our comfort, " that th 
were vast tracks of lands about the pole, inhabi 
neither by Protestants nor Papists, and of grci 
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extent than all the Roman-Catholic dominions in 
Curope/* 

When wc had fully discussed this point, my 
fnend the upholsterer brgan to exert himself upon 
the present negociations of peace $ in which he de- 

Ced princes, settled the bounds of kingdoms, and 
anced the power of Europe, with great justice 
HKi impartiality. 

I at length took my leave of the company, and 
in» gotng awav -, but had not gone thirty yards^ 
befove tlw' upholsterer hemmed again aner me. 
Upon his advancing towards me with a whisper, I 
empected to hear some secret piece of news, which 
he had not tiK>uglit fit to communicate to the bench ; 
halt, histead of that, he desired me in my car to 
lend him half a crown. In rom|>assion to so needy 
• statesman, and to dissipate the confusion I found 
ke was in, 1 told him, " if he pleased, I would el v« 
him five shillings, to receive ii^e pounds of him 
when the great Turk was driven out of Constan- 
tinople i* which he very readily accepted, but not 
before be had laid down to me the impossibility of 
such an event, as the affairs of Euro^^e now stand. 

This paper I design for the particular benefit of 
those worthy citizens who live more in a cotlee- 
house ihan in their shops, and whose thoughts are 
10 taken up with the anairs of the allies, that they 
forget their customers. 
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•Sequiturque patron tton pauihut dt^uiu 



>f<tl]0Wfl his PATHKR| 



But with steps not «qual.* 

From my own apartment, ^prit 7. 

We have already described out of Homer the vojra 

of XJlyssea to the infernal shades^ with the seve 

adventures that attended lU If we look into t 

beautiful romance published not many years since 

the Archbishop of Cambray, we may sec the son 

Ulysses bound on the same expedition, and after i 

«ame manner making his discoveries among the 1 

gions of the dead. The story of Tclemachus is fon 

ed altogether in the spirit of Hoiiier, and will give 

vinlearned reader a notion of that great poet's ms 

ner of writing, more than any translation of him < 

possibly do- As it was written for the instruction 

a young prince who may one day sit upon the tlirc 

of France, the autlior took care to suit the sevc 

parts of his story, and particularly tlie description 

are now entering upon, to the character and qua! 

of his pupil. For which reason, he insists very nii 

on the mistry of bad, and the happiness of g( 

kings, in tlie accour.t he hath given of punishnic 

and rewards in the other world. 

We may however observe, notwithstanding 
endeavours of this great and learned author^ to o 
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after the style and sentiments of Homer, that there 
is a certain tincture of Christianity running through 
the whole relation. The prelate in several places 
mixes himself with the poet ; so that his future state 
puts me in mind of Michael Angelo's "Last Judge- 
ment;" where Charon and his boat are represented 
as bearing a part in the dreadful solemnities of tliat 
great day. 

Telemachus, after having passed through the dark 
avenues of Death in the retinue of Mercury, who 
c^ cry day delivers up a certain tale of ghosts to the 
Ivrryman of Styx, is admitted to the infernal bark. 
Among the companions of his voyage is the shade 
of Naboplrarzan, a king of Babylon, and tyrant of 
all I he East. Among the ceremonies and pomps of 
bis funeral, there were four slaves sacrificed, accord- 
ing to the custom of the country, in order to attend 
him among the shades. Thcautlior, having described 
this tyrant in the most odious colours of pride, inso- 
lence, and cruelty, tells us, that his four slaves, in- 
stead of serving him after death, were perpetually 
insulting him with reproaches and affronts for his 
past usage: that they spurned him as he lay upon 
the ground, and forced him to shew his face, which 
he would fain have covered, as lying under all the 
confusion of guilt and infamy; and in short, that 
thev kept him bound in a chain, in order to drag him 
bcfcjre the tribunal of the Dead. 

Telemachus, upon looking out of the bark, sees all 
the strand covered with an innumerable multitude 
of shades, who, upon his jumping ashore, immedi- 
ately vanished. He ihen pursues his course to the 
palace of Pluto, who is described as seated on his 
throne in terrible majesty, with Proserpine by his 
side. At the foot of his throne was ilie pale hideous 
spectre, who, by the ghastiincHs of his visage, and 
the nature of the apparitions that surround him^ dis- 

VOL. IV. a 
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covers himself to be Death. His attendants are^ 
Melancholy, Distrust, Revenge, Hatred, Avarice^ 
Despair, Ambition, Envy, Impiety, with frightful 
Dreams, and waking Cares, which are all drawn 
very naturally in proper actions and postures. The 
author, with great beauty, places near his frightful 
Dreams an assembly of phantoms, which are often 
employed to terrify the living, by appearing in the 
shape and likeness of the dead. 

The young hero in the next place takes a survey 
of the different kinds of criminals, that lay in torture 
among clouds of sulphur, and torrents of fire. The 
first of these were such as had been guilty of impie- 
ties, which every one haith an horror for : to whicli 
is added a catalogue of such offenders that scarce 
appear to be faulty in the eyes of the vulgar. Among 
these, says the author, are malicious critics, that have 
endeavoured to cast a blemish upon the perfections 
of others ; with whom he likewise places such as have 
often hurt the reputation of the innocent, by passing 
a rash judgment on their actions, without knowing 
the occasion of them. These crimes, says he, arc 
more severely punished after death, because the) 
generally meet with impunity upon earth. 

Telemachus, after having taken a survey of several 
other wretches in the same circumstances, arrives 
at that region of torments in which wicked kings are 
punished. There are very fine strokes of imagina- 
tion in the description which he gives of this unhap« 
py multitude. He tells us, tliat on one side of theno 
there stood a revengeful Fury, thundering in then 
ears incessant repetitions of all the crimes they had 
committed upon earth, with the aggravations oi 
ambition, vanity, hardness of heart, and all those 
secret afiections of mind that enter into the compo- 
sition of a t3rrant. At the same time, she holds u{ 
io them a large mirror^ in which every one sees him* 
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s€lf represented in the natural l^orror and deformity 
of his character. On the other side of them stands 
another Fury, that, with an insulting derision, re- 
peats to them all the praises that their flatterers had 
bestowed upon tliem while they sat upon their res- 
pective thrones. She too, says the author, presents 
a mirror before their eyes, in which every one sees 
Wmself adorned with all those beauties and perfec- 
tions, in which they had been drawn by the vanity 
of their own hearts, and the flattery of others. To 
punish them for the wantonness of the cruelty which 
they formerly exercised, they are now xielivered up 
to be treated according to the fancy and caprice of 
several slaves, who have here an opportunity of ty- 
rannizing in their tunis. 

The author, having given us a description of tliesc 
ghastly spectres, who, says he, are always caHing 
upon Death, and are placed under the distillation 
of that burning vengeance which falls upon them 
drop by drop, and is never to be exhausted, leads us 
into a pleasing scene of groves, filled with the melo- 
dy of birds, and the odours of a thousand different 
plants. These groves are represented as rising among 
a great many flowery meadows, and watered with 
streams tliat diffuse a perpetual freshness, in the midst 
of an eternal day, and a never-fading spring. Tins, 
says the author, was the habitation of those good 
princes wlio were friends of the gods, and parent* 
of the people. . Among these, Telemachus converse* 
witli the shade of one of his ancestors, who makes 
a most agreeable relation of the joys of Elysium, and 
tiie nature of its inhabitants. The residence of Se- 
sostris among these happy shades, with his character 
and present employment, is drawn in a very livt ly 
manner, and with a great elevation of thought. 

The description of thatpure and gentle light, which 
overflows these happy regions, and clotlies the sj^irit 

e 2 
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of these virtuous persons, hath something in it « 
that enthusiasm which this author was accused of \ 
his enemies in the church of Rome ; but, howev 
it may look in religion, it makes a" very beautif 
figure in poetry. 

The rays of the sun, says he, are darkness in con 
parison with this light, which rather deserves tJ 
name of glory, than that of light. It pierces tJ 
thickest bodies, in the same manner as the sun-bean 
pass through crystal. It strengthens the sight instes 
of dazzling \t; and nourishes in the most inward r 
cesses of the mind a perpetual serenity that is not 
be expressed. It enters and incorporates itself wii 
the very substance of the soul : the spirits of tl 
blessed feel in it all their senses, and in all their pe 
ceptions. It produces a certain source of peace ai 
joy that arises in them for ever, running through s 
the faculties, and refreshing all the desires of tl 
soul. External pleasures and delights, with all the 
charms and allurements, are regarded with the u 
most indiflerence and neglect by these happy spirit 
who have this great principle of pleasure with 
them, drawing the whole mind to itself, calling c 
their attention from the most delightful objects, ai 
giving them all the transports of inebriation, will 
out the confusion and the folly of it. 

I have here only mentioned some master touch 
of this admirable piece, because tlie original itself 
understood, by the greater part of my readers. I mu 
confess, I take a particular delight in these prospec 
of futurity, whether grounded upon the probab 
suggi^stions of a fine imagination, or the more seve 
conclusions of philosophy j as a man loves to he; 
all the discoveries or conjectures relating to a forei^ 
country which he is, at some time, to inhabit. Pro 
pects of this nature lighten the burden of any prese 
evilj and refresh us under the worst and lowest ci 
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cumstances of mortality. They extinffuish in us 
both tlic fear and envy of human grandeur. Inso- 
lence shrinks its head, power disappears ; pain^ po- 
verty, and death fly before ihem. In snort, the 
mind that is habituated to the lively sense of an 
Hereafter, can hope for what is the most terrifying 
to the generality of mankind, and rejoice in what 
ii the most aillicting. 
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Facili tit iitventh addtrt* * 
It it easy to improve an invention. 

From my own Apartment, April lo. 

I WAS last night in an assembly of very fine women. 
How I came among them is of no great importance 
to the reader. I shall only let him know, that I was 
betrayed into so good company by the device of an 
old friend, who had promised to give some of his fe- 
male accjuaintance a sight of Mr Blckerstatf. Upon 
hearing my name mentioned, a lady who sat by me, 
told me, they had brought together a female consort 
for my entertainment. *'You must know,** says she, 
" that we all of us look upon ourselves to be musical 
iDstruments, though we do not yet know of what 
kind J which we hope to learn from you, if you will 
give us leave to play uefore you.'* This was toUowed 
by a general laugh, which I always look upon as ;^ 
necessary flourish in the opening of a female consort, 

o J 
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'They then struck up together, and played a wh 
hour upon two grounds, viz. the Trial * and l 
Opera, I could not but observe, that several of tt 
notes were more soft, and several more sharp, tl 
iny that I ever heard in a niale consort ; thoug 
must confess, there was not any regard to time, 
any of those rests and pauses which are frequent 
the harmony of the other sex : besides that the m\ 
was generally full, and no particular instrument }: 
mitted to play long by itself. 

I seemed so very well pleased with what every < 
said, and smiled with so much complaisance at 
their pretty fancies, that though 1 did not put < 
word into their discourse, I have the vanity to thi 
they looked upon me as very agreeable company, 
then told them, '* that if I were to draw the pict 
of so many charming musicians, it would be 1 
one I had seen of the Muses, with their several 
ftruments in their hands j*' upon which the 1; 
Kettle-drum tossed back her head, and cried, * 
very pretty simile !" The consort again revived ; 
which, witli nods, smiles, and approbations, I t 
the part rather of one who beats tlie time, than < 
performer. 

I was no sooner retired to my lodgings, but I 
over in my thoughts the several characters of 
fair assembly j which I shall give some account 
because they are various in their kind, and may c 
of then) stand as a sample of a whole species. 

The person who pleased me most was a Flute, 
instrument, that, without any great compass, I 
tometliing exquisitely sweet and soft in its sound 
lulls and sooths the ear, and fills it with such a g 
tie kind of melody, as keeps the mind awake w 
•ut startling it> and raises a most agreeable paisi 

* Of Dr* SachsvtrvUr 
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between transport and indolence. In short, the mu- 
sic of the Flute is the conversation of a mild and 
amiable woman, that has nothing in it very ele- 
vated, nor, at the same time, any thing mean or 
trivial. 

I must here observe, that the Hautboy is the most 
perfect of the F\i\tG'Species, which, with all tlie 
sweetness of the sound, hath a great strength and 
yariety of notes ; though at the same titrie I must 
observe, that the Hautboy in one sex is as scarce a» 
-the Harpsichord in the other. 

By tlie side of the Flute there sat a Flagelet; for 
JO I must call a certain young lady, who, fancying 
herself a wit, despised the music of the Flute as low 
and insipid, and would be entertaining the company 
with tart ill-natured observations, pert fancies, and 
little turns, which she imagined to be full of life and 
spirit. The Flagelet therefore doth not differ from 
the Flute so much in the compass of its notes, as in 
the shrillness and sharpne* of the sound. We must 
however take notice, that the Flagelets among their 
own sex are more valued and esteemed tlian the 
Flutes. 

There chanced to be a Coquette in the consort, 
\,hat, with a great many skittish notes, affected 
squeaks, and studied inconsistencies, distinguished 
iierself from the rest of the company. She did not 
•peak a word during the whole Trial ; but I thought 
she would never have done upon the Opera. One 
while she would break out upon, ** That hideous 
king!" then upon **The charming black- moor !'* 
then, *'0.. that dear lion!" then would hum over 
two or three notes -, then run to the window to sec 
what coach was coming. The Coquette, therefore, 
1 must distinguish by that musical instrument which 
i«L commonly known by the name of a Kit^ that is 
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more jiggish than the Fiddle itself, and never sounds 
but to dance. 

The fourtli person who bore a part in the conver- 
sation was a Prude, who stuck to tlie Trial, and was 
silent upon the whole Opera. The gravity of her 
censures, and composure of her voice, which were 
often attended with supercilious casts of the eye, and 
a seeming contempt for the lightness of the conver- 
sntion, pu^ me in mind of tliat ancient, serious, ma- 
tron -like instrument, the Virginal. 

1 must not pass over in silence a Lancashire Horn- 
pipe, by which I would signify a young country lady, 
who, with a great deal of mirth and innocence, di- 
verted the company very agreeably j and, if I am 
not mistaken, by that time the wildness of her notes 
is a little softened, and tlie redundancy of her music 
restrained by conversation and g(K)d company, will 
be improved into one of the most amiable Flutes 
about the town. Your Romps and boarding-school 
girls fall likewise under this denomination. 

On the right-hand of the Hornpipe sat a Welsh- 
Harp, an instrument which very much delights in 
the tunes of old historical baUads, and in celebrating 
the renowned actions and exploits of ancient British 
heroes. By this instrument I therefore would de- 
scribe a certain lady, who is one of those female 
historians that upon all occasions enters into pedi- 
grees and descents, and finds herself related, by some 
olf- shoot or other, to almost every great family in 
Kngland: for which reason, she jarrs and is out of 
tnne very often in conversation, for the company*a. 
want of due attention and respect to her. 

But the most sonorous part of our consort was a 
iS/ze-druni, or, as the vulgar call it, a Kettle-Aryim, 
wi\o accoinjianicd her discourse with motions of the 
body, losses of the head, and brandishes of the fan. 
Her music was loud, bold, and masculine. Every 
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she gave, alarmed the company, and very of- 
somebody or other in it a-blushing. 
last I shall mention was a certain romantic 
lent called a Dulcimer, who talked of nothing 
idy woods, flowery meadows, purling streams, 
nd nightingales, with all the beauties of the 
and the pleasures of a country-life. This in- 
Dt hath a fine melancholy sweetness in it^ and 
Jiy well with the Flute, 
nk most of the conversable part of womankind 
J found under one of the foregoing divisions j 
nust be confessed, that the generality of that 
)twithstanding they have naturally a great gc- 
r being talkative, are not mistresses of more 
le note; with which, however, by frequent 
on, they make a greater sound than those who 
sscssed of the whole Gamut ; as may be ob- 
in your Larums or Houshold-scolds, and in 
[Castanets or impertinent Tittletattles, who 

other variety in their discourse but that of 
; slower or faster. 

n communicating this scheme of music to an 
md of mine, who was formerly a man of gal- 
and a rover, he told me, ** that he believed 
[ been in love with every instrument in my 
'. The first that smit him was a Hornpipe, 
ved near his father's house in the country j 
)on his failing to meet her at an assize, ac- 

1 to appointment, she cast him off. His next 
I was for a Kettlc'druin, whom he fell in love 
; a play j but when he becameacquainted with 
ot finding the softness of her sex in her con- 
on, he grew cool to her : though at the same 
le could not deny but that she behaved ber- 
ry much like a gentlewoman. His third mis- 
vas a Dulcimer, who, he found, took great 
t in sighing and languishing, but would ^o ao 
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I'jril.' r than the pn fjcr ot' mntrimony ; so that she 
V. ■ ■ I never Irt a lover liavc any more of her than 
1: r h'-art, '.iliuh ai't#r hn\ing won, he was t'uratl 
to 1 a\- h«r, 2i ficipairin*^ ot' any turihrr siicccbs. I 
K. .-I cijiitrs", s-ivi n.y friend, I have olten ror.^i- 
(^' T' 1 licr *A ith a i;reat deal ot admiration ; and 1 lind 
I. r [il'-a-iir- i»so much in this tir-^t step of an amour, 
t}..;t I.er 1:1 wVl p::'S :iwny in dream, solitude, inisl 
boiii.' ': .-, i.'.itii hf r drcav of charms makes her snatch 
;:t tlic wur-it liinn that <\erpr^-tended to her. In the 
next i\.r ." s;i\ s riiy tricnd, **I fell in love with a 
Kir, V 1... led II w sU( h a dance through all the varic- 
tio- of a t.imi'.jr, .«.ld, foud, and indiilerent bcha- 
\:<ir.r, th: t ti:e world began to grow cens rioos, 
t!;. i!;rh without any caus*: ; for uhich reason, to 
rvL«jvcr <'iir rt-put.itions, we parted by consent. To 
m'-iul piy hand, ^ay'> he, I made my next applica- 
li'ii to a Vir2;injl, wlio g:iv(r me great cncourage- 
ni«r.t, atter herrauiicjiii manner, until soni»* nialici- 
or.-i <f,mTv.nion told her of my long passion for the 
Kir, which mj(k' her turn me oif, as a scandalous 
felluw. At Itni^th, in dc^paii," says he, " I bttoolc 
n y»elf to a /^'»7>/'-Haq>, who rejected me \iiih con- 
tempt, aftr r having found tliat my great grandiuo- 
llier wMs a brewer's daughter.'* 

I found by the. sequel of my friend's disconrse, 
that he had never aspired to a Hautboy} that he had 
been exasperated by a Flagirlct ; and that, to thii 
vcrv day, he pines away for a Flute. 

I'pon the whole, having thoroughly consid»rcd 
how absolutely necessar}- it is, thi:t two instruments, 
wiiich are to |^lay together fur life, sh<nild be exactly 
tuned, and go in perleet corworl with each other ;^ 
1 would prc»pose match( s Ixtwec n ilu". music ot 
both sexes, according to Uic following ** Table of 
IVlarriage :" 
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1. Drum Bnd Keitle'dmm, 

2. Lute and Flute. 

3. Harpsichord and Hautboy. 

4. Violin and Flagelet. 
c. Bass-viol and Kit. 

o. Trumpet and JVelsh-Hzvp, 

7. Hunting-horn and Hornpipe. 

8. Bagpipe and Castanet. 

9. Passing'htl] and Virginal. 



♦ii* Mr. BickerstafF, in consideration of his ancient 
6rieiKbhip and acquaintance with Mr. Bettcrton^ 
and great esteem for his merit> summons all hit 
disciples, whether dead or living, mad or tame> 
Toasts, Smarts, Dappers, Pretty-fellows, musiciansi 
or scrapers, to make their appearance at the play- 
house in the Hay»market on Thursday next, when 
there will be a play acted for the benefit of the said 
Betterton. 
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fttdunt na inteWgendoy ut ntbil htelUganU Tift* 

While they pretend to know more than otlier^i they know 
Dolbiog in reality. 

From my own Apartment, April 12. 

T©M Folio is a broker in learning, employed to 
\ get together good editions, and stock the libraries 
■ of great men. There is not a sale of books begins 

until Tom Folio is seen at the door. There is not 
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an auction where his name is not heard, and 
in' the very nick of time, in the critical momt 
fore the last decisive stroke of the hammer. 
IS not a subscription goes forward in which 
not privy to the first rough draught of the pre 
nor a catalogue printed, that doth not come 
wet from the. press. He is an universal sch 
far as the title-page of all authors 3 knows t 
nuscripts in which they were discovered, ihe < 
through which they have passed, with the pr 
censures which they have received from the 
members of the learned world. He has a 
esteem for Aldus and Elzevir, than Tor Vi: 
Horace. If you talk of Herodotus, he bre 
into a panegyric upon Harry Stephens. Ht 
he gives you an account of an author, when 
you the subject he treats of, the name of the 
and the year in which it was printed. Or 
draw bin/ into further particulars, he cries 
goodness of the paper, extols the diligence 
corrector, and is transported with the beaut} 
letter. This he looks upon to b^ sound U 
and substantial criticism. As forl^hose whc 
the fineness of stvle, and the justndju of ihoi 
describe the brightness of any parAular pa 
iiay, though they themselves write S the gei 
spirit of the autho|i»<hcy admire; Tom loo! 
tnetn as men of supclficial learning, and flasl 
I had yesterday morning a visit from this 
ideot, for that is the light in which I considi 
pedant, when I discovered in him some little 
of the coxcomb, which I had not l)efore ol 
Being very full of the figure which he maka 
republic of letters, and wonderfully satisfied 
great stock of knowledge, he gave me broad 
tions, that he did not believe in all points as 1 
lathers bad done. He then cun.municated 



Jft. TATLER. ia 

;ht of a certain author upon apasftagA of Virgirfii 
int of the dead, which I made the subject of a 
paper. This thought hath taken very much 
IK men of Tom's pitch and understanding, 
^h universally exploded by all that know how to 
rue Virgil, or have any relish of antiquity. Not 
mble my reader wilh it, I found upon tlie whole, 
Tom did not believe a future state of rewards 
punishments, because /Tineas, at his leaving 
mpire of the dead, passe. I through thi^. gate of 
, and not. through thai of horn. Knowing that 

had not sense enough to give up nii opinion 
h he had once received, that I might avoid 
sling, I told him, "thai Virgil possibly had his 
(ights as well as another author. ' *' Ah ! Mr. 
entafF," says he, "you would have another 
on of him, if you would read him in Daniel 
I8iu8*8 edition. 1 have perused him myself seve- 
mes in that edition," continued he; " and after 
itrictest and most malicious examination, could 

but two faults in him ; one of them is in the 
uds, where there are two commas inste^id of a 
Qthesis; and another in the third Georgic, where 
may find a semicolon turned upside down." 
jrhaps," said I, ** these were not Virgil's faults, 
those of the transcriber." " I do not design it,'* 

Tom, " as a reflection on Virgil ; on the con- 
', I know thatall the manuscrips dec laim again<»t 

a punctuation. Oh ! Mr. BickerstaflV f^ays he, 
lat would a man give to see one siin le of Virgil 

in his own hand ?" I asked him which wns tho 
le he meant; but was answered, any simile in 
ftl. He then told me all the sc( rel history in the 
moiiwealth of learning; of modern pieces that 
the names of ancie.nt authors annexed to th^. n ; 
U the books tliat were now writing or printitv^ 
leieveral parts of Europe) ofmanyamcndawui* 

SL. XV* H 
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which are made^ aud not yet published ; and a th 
sand other particulars, which I would not have 
memory burdened with for a Vatican. 

At length, being fully persuaded that I thoroug 
admired him, and looked upon him as a prodig] 
learning, he took his leave. I know several of tS 
class, who are professed admirers of Tasso, v/ith 
understanding a word of Italian : and one in pa 
cular, that carries a Pastor Fido in his pocket, 
which, I am sure, he is acquainted with no ot 
beauty but the clearness of the character. 

Then! is another kind of pedant, who, with 
Tom Folio's impertinencies, hath greater snpersti 
tiir^s and embellishments of Greek and Latin ; ; 
is still more insupportable than the other, in 
same degree as he is more learned. Of this k 
very i)rten are editors, commentators, interpret 
scholiasts, and critics 5 and, in short, all men 
deep learning without common sense. These pcrs 
set a greater value on themselves for having foi 
out the meaning of a passage in Greek, than u] 
the author for having written it; nay, will allow 
passage itself not to have any beauty in it, at 
same time that they would be considered as the gn 
est men of the age, for having interprcteii it. T 
will look with contempt on the most beautiful po< 
that hjve been composed by any of their contem 
raries; but will lock themselves up in their stu« 
for a twelvemonth together, to correct, publish, ; 
expound such trifles of antiquity, as a modern 
tlu.T would be contemned for. Men of the stric 
morals, severest lives, and the gravest professif 
will write volumes upon an idle sonnet, that is or 
nally in Greek or Latin ; give editions of the n 
imm'^ral authors 5 and spin out whole pages \x 
the various readings of a lewd expression. All t 
can be said in excuse for them b> that th^ wc 
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ifficicntly shew they have no taste of their authors | 
ad that what they do in this kind> is out of their 
reat learning, and not out of any levity or lascivi- 
usuess of temper. 

A pedant of this nature is wonderfully well de- 
crihed in six lines of Boileau^ with which I shall 
oDdude his character : 

Un Pidant tnyori de ta valne scfenct, 
Tout hent%/de Grtt^ tout Itouffi d'Hrrogana* 
Et qui dt mliU auteyrx retentts mot pout jno/, 
Dans sa titc tntaufZ n*a souuentfaif qu'un nt^ 
Ci^t qu*un Vvrefalt tout^ &* que sans Aristotc 
Ls rsJsom mvoit gcuUy & U bon tenf radote. 

Brim-full of learning tee ihat pednnt stride, 
Bristling with horrid Greek,^ and puff 'd with prid9 1 
A thoufand authors he in vain has read, 
And with tlieir inaximi stufF'd his ennpty heads 
And tliinlcs that, without Aristotle's rule, 
Reasttn is bliod^ and common sense a foul* 

Wyhni. 
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hittr In adversum ; ntc wu, qui catera vincit 
lmfttMa,> 

OVID. Met. lib. ii. ver. jv 



I Mar aftUitt their motions ; nor am I 

BofiM bick by all the current—^ Adoisow* 

F\rom my own Apartment, April 14. 

te Wits of this island, for above fifty years past. 
Mead of correcting the vices of tlic ag(^, have done 
I tbcjr could to indame them. Marriage has bcea 

2 
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one of the common topics of ridicule that cvci 
stage scribbler bath found his account in } for whei 
ever there is an occasion for a clap, an impertinci 
jest upon matrimony is sure to raise it. This hal 
been attended with very pernicious consequence 
Many a country Esquire, upon bis setting up for 
man of the town, has gone home in the gaiety 
his heart, and beat his wife. A kind husband ha 
been looked upon as a clown, and a good wife as 
domestic animal unlit for the company or conve 
sation of the beau monde. In short, separate bed 
silent tables, and solitary homes, have been intr 
duced by your men of wit and pleasure of tl 
age. 

yls I shall always mahe it my Ivsiness to stem i 
torrents of prejudice and vice, I shall take particul 
care to put an honest fatlier of a family in cou 
tenance ; and endeavour to remove all the evils o 
of tliat state of life, which is either the most hap 
or most miserable that a man can be placed in. 
order to this, let us, if you please, consider the w 
and well-bred persons of former times. I ha 
shewn in another paper, that Pliny, who was a m 
of the greatest genius, as well as of the first qua! 
of his age, did not think it below him to be a ki 
husband, and to treat his wife as a friend, comj 
nion, and counsellor. 1 shall give the like instai 
of another, who in all respects was a much grea 
man than Pliny, and hath writ a whole book 
letters to his wife. They are not so full of turns 
those translated out of the former authf»r, ■» 
writes very much like a modern 3 but are full of t] 
beautiful simplicity which is altogether natural, j 
is the distinguishing character of the best antl 
writers. The author I am speaking of, is Cicr; 
who, in the following passages, which I have tal 
out of his letterg^ shows> mat he did not think 
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inconsistent with the politeness of his manners, or 
the greatness of his wisdom, to stand up«n record 
in his domestic character. 

These letters were written at a time wlien he was 
banished from his country, by a faction that tlicu 
prevailed at Home. 

CiCB&o TO Terentia. 

T. 

'' I learn from tlic letters of my friends, as well 
as from common report, that you give incredible 
proofs of virtue and fortitude, and that you are in- 
defatigable in all kinds of good offices. How un- 
happy a man am I, that a woman of your virtue, 
constancy, honour, and good-nature, should fall 
into so great distresses upon my account ! and that 
roy dear Tulliola should be so much afflicted for the 
sake of a father, u ith whom she had once so much 
reason to be pleased! How can I mention little 
Cicero, whose first knowledge of things began with 
the sense of his misery ? If all this had happened by 
the decrees of fate, as you would kindly persuade 
roe, I could have borne it : But, alas ! it is all be- 
fallen me by my own indiscretion, who thought I 
was beloved by those that envied me, and did not 
join with them who sought my friendship.— At pre- 
sent, since my friends bid me hope, I shall take 
care of ray health, that I may enjoy the benetit of 
your affectionate services. Plancius hopes we may 
some time or other come together into Italy. If I 
ever live to see that day ; if I ever return to your 
dear embraces ; in short, if I ever again recover 
you and myself, I shall think our conjugal piety 
very well rewarded. — As for what you write to me 
about selling your estate, consider, my dear Te- 
.lentia, consider, alas ! what would be the event of 
it. If oar present fortune continues to oppress us^ 

H 3 
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-what will become of oar poqr boy! My tears flo\i 
so fast^ that I am not able to write any further , 
and I would cot willingly make you weep with me 
^•Lct us take care not to undo the child that is al- 
ready undone : if we can leave him any thing, i 
little virtue will keep him from want, and a little 
fortune raise him in the world. Mind your health 
and let me know frequently what you are doing.— 
Remember me to Tulliola and Cicero." 

II. 

" Do not fancy that I write longer letters to an) 
one than to yourself, miless when I chance to re- 
ceive a longer letter from anotlier, which I am in* 
dispensibly obliged to answer in every particular 
The truth of it is, I have no subject for a letter M 
present -, and as my affairs now stand, there is no* 
thing more painful to me than writing. As for yoa 
and our dear Tulliola, I cannot write to you with- 
out abundance of tears 5 for I see both of you mi- 
fierable, whom I always wished to be happy, anc 
whom J ought to ha^e made so.— I must acknoW' 
ledge, you have dene every thing for me with th< 
utmost fortitude, and the utmost affection 5 nor in- 
deed is it more than I expected from you -, thougt 
at the same time it is a great aggravation of my il 
fortune, that the afflictions I suder can be relieved 
only by those which you undergo for my sake. Foi 
honest Valerius has written me a letter, which 1 
could not read without weeping very bitterly: 
wherein he gives me an account of the public pn> 
cession which you have made for me at Rome 
Alas ! my dearest life, must then Terentia, thi 
darling of my soul, whose favour and recommen- 
dations have been so often sought by others ; muf 
my Terentia droop under the weight of sorrow, ip 
pear in the habit of a mouraer, pour out floods q 
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tears, and all this for my sake ; for my sake, who 
have undone my family, by consulting the safety of 
others ? — As for what you write about selling your 
house, I am very much afflicted, that what is laid 
out upbn my account may any way reduce you to 
misery and want. If we can bring about our de- 
sign, we may indeed recover every thing ; but if 
fortune persists in persecuting us, how can I think, 
of your sacrificing for me the poor remainder of your 
possessions ? No, my dearest life, let me beg you 
to let those bear my expenccs who are able, and 
perhaps willing to do it ; and if you would show 
your love to me, do not injure your health, which 
is already too much impaired. You present your- 
self before ray eyes day and night ; 1 see you labour 
amidst innumerable difficulties ; I am afraid lest you 
should sink under them ; but I find in you all thQ 
qualifications that are necessary to support you : be 
sure therefore to cherish your health, that you 
may compass the end of your hopes and your en- 
deavours. — Farewel, my Terentia, my hearts desire, 
farewel/' 

III. 

*' AristocrkuB hath delivered to me three of your 
letters, which 1 have almost defaced with my tears. 
Oh ! my Terentia, I am consumed with grief, and 
feel the weight of your sufferings mere than of my 
own. I am more miserable than you are, notwith- 
standing you are very much so -, and that for thife 
reason, because, though our calamity is common, it 
is my fault that brought it upon us. I ought to have 
died rather than have been driven out of the city : 
I am therefore overwhelmed, not only with grief, 
but with shame* I am ashamed, that J did not do - 
my utmost for the best of wives, and the dearest of 
fhJIUreo. You are ever present b^ore my fycs^ in 
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It wouU be ill- nature not to acquaint the En^i: 
reader, that his wife was successful in her solic 
tations for this great man 5 and saw her husbai 
jreturn to the honours of which he had been d 
prived, with all the pomp and acclamation th 
usually attended the greatest triumph. 
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From my own Apartment, April 17. 

A COMMON civility to an impertinent fellow o£b 
draws upon one a great many unforeseen trouble 
and, if one doth not take, particular care, will 1 
interpreted by him as an overture of friendship ai 
intimacy. This I was very sensible of this mornin 
About two hours before day, I heard a great ra 
ping at my dodr, which continued some time, m 
til my maid could get herself ready to go down ai 
see what was the occasion of it. She then broug 
me up word, that there was a gentleman wl 
seemed very much in haste, and said he must nee 
speak with mc. By tlie description she gave me 
him, and by iiis voice, which I could hear as 1 1 
in my bed, I fancied him to be my old acquaintan 
the upholsterer, whom I met the other day in S 
James's-park. For which reason, I bid her tell U 
gentleman, whoe\'er he was, *' that I was indi 
posed ', that I could see nobody j and that, if J 
bad any thing to say to me, I desired he would lea' 
it in writing.*' My maid^ after having deliven 
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her message^ told me, *^ that the gentleman said he 
would stay at the next coffee-house until I was 
stirring ; and bid her be sure to tell me, that the 
French were driven from the Scarp, and that Douay 
was invested." He gave her the name of another 
town, which I found she had dropped by the way. 

As much as I love to be informed of the success 
of my brave countrymen, I do not care for hearing 
t)f a victory before day 3 and was therefore very 
much out of humour at this unseasonable visit. I 
had no sooner recovered my temper, and was falling 
asleep, but I was immediately startled by a second 
rap ; and upon my maid's opening the door, he^rd 
the same voice ask her, if her master was yet up ? 
and at the same time bid her tell me, that he was 
come on purpose to talk with me about a piece of 
home news, which every body in town will be full 
of two hours hence. I ordered my maid, as soon as 
she came into the room, without hearing her n)es- 
sage, to tell the gentleman, ** that whatever his 
news was, I would rather hear it two hours hence 
than now ; and that I persisted in my resolution not 
to speak with any body that morning. The wench 
delivered my answer presently, and shut the door. 
It was impossible for me to compose myself to 
sleep after two such unexpected alarms ; for which 
reason, I put on my cloaths in a very peevish hu- 
mour. I took several turns about my chamber, re- 
flecting with a great deal of anger and contempt on 
these volunteers in politics, that undergo all the 
pain, watchfulness, and disquiet of a first minister, 
without turning it to the advantage either of them- 
selves or their country 5 and yet it is surprising to 
consider how numerous this species of men is. 
Tlicre is nothing more frequent than to find a taylor 
breaking his rest on the affairs of Europe, and to 
see a cluster of porters sitting upon the ministry* 
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Our streets swarm with politicians, and there i 
scarce a shop which is not held by a statesman. A 
I was musing after this manner, I heard the up 
holsterer at the door delivering a letter to my maic 
and begging her, in a very great hurry, to give 
to her master as soon as ever he was awake ; whic 
I opened, and found as follows : 

'* Mr. Bickrrstaff, 

" I was to wait upon you about a week ago, i 
let you know, that the honest gentlemen whom y< 
conversed with upon the bench at the end of tl 
Mall, having heard that I had received five sbillin 
of you, to give you an hundred pounds upon tJ 
great Turk's being driven out of Europe, dcsin 
me to acauaint you, that every one of that cor 
pany would be willing to receive five shillings, 
pay a hundred pounds on the same condition. O 
fast advices from Muscovy making this a fairer b 
than it was a week ago^ I do not question but y* 
will accept the wager. 

" But this is not my present business. If y 
remember, I whispered a word in your ear, as ^ 
were walking up the Mall j and you see what 1: 
happened since. If I had seen you this morning, 
would have told you in your ear another secret, 
hope you will be recovered of your indisposition 
to-morrow morning, when I will wait on you at t 
same hour as I did tliis ; my private circumstani 
being such, that I cannot well appear in this quan 
of the town after it is day. 

*' I have been so taken up with the late good nc 
from Holland, and expectation of further partk 
lars, as well as with other transactions, of whid 
will tell you more to-morrow morning, lliat 1 hs 
not slept a wink these three nights. 



iriea. tatler. S5 

" I have reason to believe, lliat Picardy will soon 
fiiUow the example of Artois^ iii case the enemy 
condnae in their present resolution of flying away 
from us. I think I told you the last time we were 
together my opinion about the Deulle. 

** The honest gentlemen upon the bench bid me 
tell you, that they would be glad to see you often 
among them. We shall be tliere all the warm 
hours of the day during the present posture of 
affairs. 

** This happy opening of the campaign will, I 
Lope, give us a very joyful summer j and I propose 
to take many a pleasant walk with yon, if you will 
sometimes come into the Park -, for that is tlie only 
place in which I can be free from the malice of my 
enemies. Farewel until three of the clock to- 
morrow morning 1 I am. 

Your most humble servant, &c. 

•* P. S. The king of Sweden is still at Bender." 

I should have fretted myself to death at tliis pro- 
mise of a second visit, if I had not found in his let- 
ter an intimation of the good news which I have 
since heard at large. I have however ordered my 
maid to tie up the knocker of my door, in such a 
inanner as she would do if I was really indisposed. 
By which means I hope to escape breaking my 
morning*s rest. 

Since I have given this letter to the public, I 
ihall communicate one or two more, which 1 have 
JIately received from others of my correspondents. 
The following is from a coquette, who is very angry 
at my having disposed of her in marriage to a 
Basa-vioL 



«€ 



*' Mr. Bick-erstaff, 

I thouffht you would never have descended 
from the Censor of Great-Britain^ to become a 
VOL. jy» I 
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match-maker. But pray, why so severe upon 
Kit ? Had 1 been a Jews-harp> that is nothing 
tongue, you could not have used me worse. Oi 
things, a Bass-viol is my aversion. Had you n 
ried me to a Bag-pipe, or a Passing-bell, I she 
have been better pleased. Dear father Isaac, eit 
choose me a better husband, or I will live and A 
Dulcimer. In hopes of receiving satisfaction f 
you, I am yours, whilst 

Isabella K 

The pertness, which this fair lady hath showi 
this letter, was one occasion of my joining he 
the Bass-viol, which is an instrument that want 
be quickened by these Httle vivacities; as 
sprightliness of the Kit ought to be checked 
curbed by the gravity of the Bass-viol. 

My next letter is from Tom Folio, who, it se< 
takes it amiss, that I have published a charactc 
him so much to his disadvantage. 

'' Sir, 
** I suppose you mean Tom Fool, when you c 
me Tom Folio in a late trifling Paper of yours j 
I find, it is your design to run down all useful 
solid learning. The tobacco-paper on which 
own writings are usually printed, as well as th* 
correctness of the press, and the scurvy letter, 
fidently show the extent of your knowledge 
question not but you look upon John Morphe 
be as great a man as Elzevir ; and Aldus to 
been such another as Bernard Lintot. If you w 
give me my revenge, I would only desire of 
to let me publish an account of your library, w! 
I dare say, would furnish out an extraordinar 
talogue* 

Tom Foj 
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It hath always been my way to haffLe reproach 
with silence ; though I cannot but observe the dis* 
ingenuous proceedings of this gentleman, who is 
not content to asperse my writings, but hath wound- 
ed, through my sides, those eminent and worthy 
citizens^ Mr. John Morphew^ and Mr. Bernard 
lintot. 
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Nun^m Ubertas grathr exstat 



^uam tub rege fio. 

Never does Liberty appear more amiable than under Che go* 
vernmenc of a pious and good prince. 

From my own Apartment, April 19. 

I WAS walking two or three days 2^0 in a very plea- 
sant retirement, and amusing myself with the read- 
ing of that ancient and beautiful allegory, called 
" The Table of Cebes/' I was at last so thed with 
my walk, that I sat down to rest myself upon a 
bench that stood in the midst of an agreeable shade. 
The music of the birds, that filled all the trees 
aboat me, lulled me asleep before I was aware of 
it ; which was followed by a dream, that I impute 
in some measure to the foregoing author, who had 
made an impression upon my imagination^ and put 
me into his own way of thinking. 

I fancied myself among the Alps, and, as it is 
natural in a dream^ seemed every moment to bound 

I 2 
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from one summit to another^ undl at last> 

liaving made this airy progress over the tops ol 

veral mouDtains^ I arrived at the very centre oi t 

broken rocks and precipices. I here, methoi 

saw a prodigious circuit of hills, that reached a 

theclouds, and encompassed a large space of grc 

which I had a great curiosity to look into. I ti 

upon continued my former way of travelling thr 

a great variety of winter scenes, until I had gi 

the top of these white mountains, which se< 

another Alps of snow. I looked down from I: 

Into a spacious plain, which was surrounded o 

f?ides by this mound of hills, and which pre« 

me with the most agreeable prospect I bad 

seep. There was a greater variety of colours i: 

embroidery of the meadows, a more lively gre 

the leaves and grass, a brighter crystal io 

streams, than what J ever met with in any 

region. The light itself had something 

.shining and glorious iu it, than that of whict 

day is made in other places. I was wonderful] 

tonished at the discovery of such a paradise ai 

the wildness of those cold, hoary landscapes v 

lay about it ; but fr-und at length, that this I 

region ^vas inhabited by the goddess of Lab 

whose presence softened the rigours of the clii 

enriched the bairenness of the soil, and more 

supplied the abtienee of the sun. The place 

covered with a wonderful profusion of flo 

that, without being disposed into regular b( 

find parterres, grew promiscuously 5 and had a g 

beauty in their natural luxuriancy and dis< 

than they could have received from the check 

restraints of art. There was a river that aros 

pf the south-side of the mountain, that, by a 

^nite number of turnings and windings, seen: 

visit every plant, and cherish the teveral beaut 
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tbe springs with which the fieMs aboanded. Afler 
baring ran to and fro in a wonderful variety of 
meander?, as unwilling to leave so channing a place, 
it at last throws itself into the hollow of a moun* 
tain} from whence it passes nnder a long range of 
iDcks, and at length rises in that part of the Al})3 
where the inhabitants think is the first source of 
^e Rhone. This river, after having noade its pro- 
rrcss through those free nations, stagnates in a huge 
hthc * at tl^ leaving of them ; and no sootfier enter* 
into the regions of slavery, hut ii runs through 
them with an incredible rnpidit/^ and takes its 
ibortest way to the sea, 

I descended into the happy fields that lay beneatk 
me, and in the n^idst of them beheld the goddess 
sitting upon a throne. She had nothing to inclose 
ker but the bounds of her own dominions, and no- 
fbmg Of er her head but the heavens. Evenr glance 
of ber eye cast a track of light where it fell, that 
revived the spring, and made all things smile about 
lier. My heart grew chcarful at the sight of her ; 
and as she looked upon me, I found a certain con-* 
£dence growing in me, and such an inward i^so- 
lution as I never felt before tliat tin^. 

On the left-hand of the goddess sat the Genius 
§fa c&mmomtTealth, with tl>e caj> of Liberty on her 
head, and in her hand a wand> like that with 
which a Roman citizen used to give his slaves tlieir 
freedom. There was something mean and vulgar, 
but at the same time exceeding bold and daring, in 
her air ; her eyes were full of fire > but had in them 
foch casts of fierceness and cruelty, as made her ap- 
pear to me rather dreadful than amiable. On her 
■boulders $he wore a mantle, on which there was> 

, . * The lake of Gea^va^ 
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uronght » great ainf'uHion of figures. As U flew in 
tiir. wiiuU I could nut disiccrn the particular design 
of fhein, but baw wounil* in tlie bodies of lome, 
and ligouicH in the faces of others ; aiKi over one 
pari ot it could read in letters of blood, ** The Ides 
of March." 

On tlie right hand of the goddess was tlie Genius 
i)f monarchy. She was cluallu-d in the whitest cr- 
ininc, and wore a crown of the purest gold upon 
her head. In her hand she held a sceptre like that 
which \% borne by tlie Briti-sh nionarchs A couple 
of tiiuie lit HIS lay croucliing ut her feet. Her coun- 
tcnancc had in it a very great majesty without any 
mixture oi' terror. Ilcr voice was like the voice of 
an augcK filled with so much sweetness, accompa- 
uicd with such an air of condesc^ension, as tern* 
iKtrcd the awfulncss of her appearance, and cquallr 
inspirf^d love and veneration into the hearts of all 
that )K*hcld her. 

Ill the train of the Goddess of liberty were the 
several Arts and Sciences, who all of tliem flou^ 
rlshcd undrrncaih her eye. One of them in parti- 
cular made a greater tigure than any of tlie rest, 
wlio held a thunderlwlt in her hand, which had the 
puwrr of melting, piercing, or breaking, every 
thin;^tliat sUkxI in its way. The name of this god- 
dcs<i was Kloquence. 

There were two other dependcmt goddesses, who 
made a wry conspicuous figure in this blissful re- 
gion. ''J 'he lltst of thciu was scaled upon a bill, 
that liad every plant growing out of it, which the 
soil was in its own nature capable of produdng. 
The oiher was scatrtd in a little island, that was co- 
vered with groves of spices, olives, and orange- 
trees ; and in a word, with the products of eveij 
foreign clime* TiiC name of the first woa Plenty, 
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le second Commerce. Tlie first leaned her 
arm upon a plough, and under her left held a 
i hom> out of which she poured a whole autumn 
mUs* The other wore a rostral crown upon her 
I, and kept ber eyes fixed upon a compass. 
xras wonderfully pleased in ranging tlirough this 
;btful place, and tlie more so, because it was 
incumbered with fences and inclosurcs ; until 
ngtb> methought, I sprung f^om the ground, 
pitched upon the top of a hill, that presented 
ral objects to my sight which I had not before 
D notice of. The winds that passed over this 
cry plain, and through the tops of the trees 
ch were full of blossoms, blew upon me in such 
Qtinued breeze of sweets, tliat I wag wonder* 
r charmed with my situation. I here saw all 
inner declivities of that great circuit of mouu- 
B> whose outside was covered with snow, over- 
vn with huge forests of fir-trees, which indeed 
very frequently found in other parts of the Alps, 
se trees were inhabited by storks, that came 
ler in great flights from very distant quarters of 
world. Melhoughts, I was pleased in my dream 
ice what became of these birds, when, upon 
ing the places to which they make an annual 
:, they rise in great flocks so high luiti/ they arc 
of sight, and for that reason have breii thought 
wme modern philosophers to take a flight to the 
)n. But my eyes were soon diverted from thia 
jpect, when I observed two great gaps that led 
mgb this circiut of mountains, where guards 
watches were posted day and night. Upon ex- 
nation, I found that there were two formidable 
mies encamped before each of these avenues, 
J kept the place in a perpetual alarm, and 
ched all opportunities of invading it. 
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Tyrnnny was at the hrad of one of these araiieiy 
dressed in an Eastern habit, and grasping in her 
hand an iron sceptre. Behind her was Barbarit^r, 
"w ith the garb and ronnplexion of an Ethiopian i 
Ififnorance, with a turbantupon her head; ancl Per- 
secution holding up a bloody fla^, embroidered 
wirh flower-de-luces. These were followed by Op- 
pression, Poverty, Famine, Torture, and a dreadful 
train of appearances that made me tremble to behold 
them. Among the baggnge of tins army, I could 
discover racks, wheels, chains, and gibbets, with 
nil the instruments art could invent to make human 
nature miserable. 

Before the other avenue I saw Licentiousnesf* 
dressed in a garment not unlike the Polish cassock^ 
and leading uj^ a whole army of monsters, such m 
Clamour, with a hoarse voice and an hundred 
tongues ; Confusion, with a mis-shapen body, and a 
thousand h(»ails ; Impudence, with a forehead of 
brass ; and Kaj)iiic, with hands of iron. The tu- 
mult, noise, and uproar in this quarter, were so 
very great, that they disturbed my imagination tnort 
than is Cimsistcnt witli sleep, and by that meaM 
awaked me. 
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Tirtita i cmh aciMt Can. ^ JU V. Sat. II. 49. 

Sm t a third Cato £roin Um clo«ds is dropc. 

From my awn Apartment, April 21. 

Iw my younger years I used many endeavours to %tt 
a pTsce at courts and indeed continued my pursuits 
until I arrived at my grand dimacterie. But at 
lengtb> altogether despairing of success^ whether it 
were for want of capacity, friends, or due appli- 
cation, I at la^t resolved to erect a new office, and^ 
far nxy encouragement, to place myself in it. For 
ibis reason^ I took upon me the title and dignity of 
■• Censor of Grcat-Brit^n," reserving to myself all 
such perqtusites, profits, and emoluments, as should 
arise out of the discharge of the snid office. These 
in truth have not been inconsiderable ; for, besides 
those weeklf/ mntributions which I receive from 
John Morphew, and those annual subscriptions 
irhich I propose to myself from the most elegant 
part of this great island, I daily live in a very com- 
fortable affluence of wine, stale beer, Hungary 
water, beef, books, and marrow-bones, which I 
receive from many well-disposed citizens ; not to 
mention the forfeitures, which accrue to me fi'om. 
the several offenders that appear before me on 
court-days. 

Having now enjoyed this office ybr the space of a 
iwelvemonth, I &hall do what all geod officers ought 
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to do, take n survey of my behaviour, and consider 
caret uliy, ^^lirthcr I have discharged my duty, and 
acted up to the character with whiuh I am invested. 
For my direction in this particular, I have made a 
narrow bc.irch into the nature of tlie old Roman 
C'cnkors, whom I must always regard, not only as 
my predecessors, but as my patterns in this great 
employment ; and have several times asked my onn 
heart with great impartuility, whether Cato will not 
b( ar a more venerable tigure among posterity than 
liickerstaff? 

I lin<l the duty of the Roman Censor was two« 
fold. I'he first part of it consisted iu making fre- 
quent reviews of the people, in casting up thdr 
lumibcrs, ranging them Uiulcr their several tribes, 
disposing them into proper classes, and subdividing 
tlicm into their respective centuries. 

In compliance with this part of the officCj I have 
taken many curious surveys of this great city. I 
have collected u)to particular bodies the Dappers and 
tlie Smarts, the natural and affected Rakes, . the 
Pretty-fellows, and the very Pretty-fellows. I have 
likewise drawn out in several distinct parties your 
Pedants and Men of Fire, your Gamesters and Po- 
liticians. I have separated Cits from Citizens, Free- 
thinkers from Philosophers, Wits from Snuff- takeri, 
and Duellists from Men of Honour. I have like- 
wise made a calculation of Esquires ; not only con- 
sidering the several distinct swarms of them tnataie 
settled in the ditferent parts of this town, but also 
that more rugged species that inhabit the ^fields and 
woods, and are often found in pot-houses, and iqxxi 
hay-cocks. 

I shall pass the soft sex over in silence, having not 
yet reduced them into any tolerable order $ as like- 
wise the sofiLer tribe of Lovers, which will cost me 
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a gre^t deal of time, before J shall be able to cast 
them into their several centuries and subdivisions. 

The second part of the Roman Censor's office* wa.-* 
to look into the manners of the people ; and to check 
any -Rowing luxtiry, whether in diet, dress, or 
building. This duty likewise I have endeavoured to 
-discharge, by those wholesome precepts, which I 
have given my countrymen in regard to beef and 
mutton, and the severe censures which I have 
passed upon tngpCkts and- fricassees. There is not, 
as I ani informed, a pair of red heels to be seen with - 
in ten miles of Ix>ndon; which I may likewise 
ascribe, without vanity, to the becoming zeal which 
I expressed in that particular. I must own,' my suc- 
cess with the petticoat is not so great : but, as I have 
not yet done with it, I hope I shall in a little time 
put an effectual stop to that growing evil. As for 
'the article of building, I intend hereafter to enlarge 
upon it 5 having lately observed several warehouses, 
-nay, private shops; that stand upon Corinthian 
pitiars, and whole rows of tin pots showing them- 
selves^ in order to their sale, through a sash-^ 
window. 

I have likewise followed the example of the Ro- 
man Censors, in jpunishing offences according to the 
quality of the oftender. It was usual for them to 
expel a senator, who had been guihy of great im- 
moralities, out of the senate-house, by omitting his 
name when they called over the list of his brethren. 
In the same manner, to remove effectually several 
worthless men who stand possessed of great ho- 
nours, I have made frequent draughts of dead men 
out of the vicious part of the nobility, and given 
* them up to the new society of Upholders, with the 
necessary orders for their interment. As the Ro^ 
man Censors used to punish the knights or gentle- 
men of Rome^ by taking away their horses from 
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them, I have seized the caoes of many crimioak d 
Hgure, 'whom I had just reasoa to animadvert u|iQa 
As for the ofienders among the cx>mmoQ people d 
Kome, they were geiiecaliy chastised by beiaj 
thrown out of a higfier tritte, «nd placed in ocm 
which was not so iionourable. My reader canaoi 
]but think I have had an eye to tMs punisbment. 
when I have degraded one species oi' men inti 
Bombs, Squibs^ and Crackers, and another inU 
Drums, Bass-viols, and Bag-pipes j not to nnentia 
whole packs of delinquents whom I have shut up ii 
kennels, and the new hospital which I am at preseo 
creeling for the reception of those my countrymen 
who give me but little hopes of their amendment 
on the borders of Moor-iields. I shall only obser%*4 
upon this last particular, that, since some late sur 
Teys I have taken of this island, I shall think it ne 
cessary to enlarge the plan of the buildings which 
design in this quarter* 

When my great predecessor, Cato the Elda 
jBtood for tlie censorship of Home, there were seve 
ral other competitors who <ifiered themselves^ and 
to get an interest amongst the people, gave thee 
great promises. of the mild and gentle treatmer 
which they would use towards them in tluU offiisc 
Cato^ on the contrary, told them, ^' he preseute 
himself as a candidate, because be knew the ag 
w as sunk in immorality and corruption ; and thai 
if they would give him their votes, he would pre 
mi^c tbem to make use of such a strictness ana at 
verity of discipline, as should recover them out < 
it." The Roman hlstoriiuis, upon this occasiox 
very much celebrated the public-spiritcdness of th^ 
people, who, chfwc Cato for their Censor, notwitl 
^tHn0.ing Ills method of recommending himself, 
Riuy in some measure extol my own countrymc 
u])on the i'timQ account ,; who, witliout any rcspa 
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to party, or any application from myself, have 
made such generous subscriptions for tlie Censor of 
Great-Britain, as will give a magnificence to my 
old age, and which I esteem more ilian I would 
any post in Europe of an hundred times the value. 
I shall only add, that upon looking into my cata^ 
logue of subscribers, which I intend to print alpha- 
betically in the front of my Lucubrations, I find the 
names of the greatest Beauties and Wits in the whole 
island of Great-Britain ; which I only mention i'or 
the benefit of any of them who have not yet sub- 
scribed, it being my design to close the subscription 
in a very short time. 
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^ Idem injicet^ ett infieetior ryre, 

Sitmtl poemata attigit ; mfue idem ttnquam 

JEqui eti beatusy ac foema cum icribit : ' 

Tmr gattdet in u, tamfue se ipse mirmt$tr» 

Nimintm idem rnnnetfiJUmur \ neaue est ^Miqttam 

^uem nm in aliqud re videre Sufi^niinn 

p0uit ■ ■ ■ CAT UU Ue Suffieno, xx. 14. 

-Snffcnus luis no more wit than a mere clown when he attempts 
Co write verses i and yet he is never happier than wtien ho 
it scribbling: so much does he admire him*elf and his com- 
positions. And, indeeil, this is the foible of every one of 
ns; for there is no man living w1m> is not a Sulfenus in one 
thing or other. 

Jf^lts Cojffee- house, April 24. 

I YESTERDAY Came hitlicr about two hours before 
the company generally make their appearance, with 
a design to read over all the news-papers, but^ 

VOL. IV. K 



9n TATLER, N« 1 

upon my sitting down, I was accosted by '. 
Softly, who saw me from a corner in the other 
of the room, where I found he had been wri 
something. ** Mr. BickerstaflF," says he, *' I 
serve by a late Paper of yours, that you and I 
just of a humour 5 for you must know, of all im; 
tinences, there is nothing which I so much hat 
news. I never read a Gazette in my life ; 
never trouble my head about our armies, whe 
they win or lose, or in what part of the world 1 
lie encamped." Without giving me time to re 
he drew a paper of verses out of his pocket, td 
me, *' that he had something which would enter 
me more agreeably j and that he would desire 
judgment upon every line, , for that we had t 
enough l>efore us until the company came in.*' 

Ned Softly is a very pretty poet, and a great 
mirer of easy lines. Waller is bis favourite : an 
that admirable writer has the best and worst ve 
of any among our gieat English poeis, Ned Sc 
has got all the bad ones without book ; which he 
peats upon Occasion, to show his reading, and t 
nish his conversation. Ned is indeed a tRie £n| 
reader, incapable of relishing the great and mast 
strokes of this art 5 but wondertuUy {leased \ 
the little Gothic ornaments of epigrammatical < 
ceits, turns, points, and quibbles 3 which arc 
frequent in the most admired of our English jk 
and practised by those whow^ant genius and slrer 
to represent, after the manner of tlie antients, j 
pi i city in its natural beauty and perfection. 

Finding myself unavoidably engaged in sue 
conversation, I was resolved to turn my pain 
a pleasui*e, and to divert myself as well as I c< 
with so very odd a fellow. *' You must un* 
stand," says Ned, " that the sonnet I am goinj 
read to you was written upon a lady, who sho 
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ine some verses of her own making, and is, per- 
haps, tlie best pod of our age. But you shall 
hear it." 
Upon which he began to read as follows : 

To MiRA, on her incomparable Poems. 

I. 

When (Iress'd in laurel wreaths you sfiine. 

And tune your soft melodious notcs^ 
You seem a sister of ihe Nine, 

Or PhcBbus' self in petticoats. 

II. 
. I fancy, when your song yoo sinff, 

(Your song you sing with so much art) 
Your pen was pluck'd from Cupid's wing ; 
For, ah I it wounds me like his dart. 



€C 



Why," says I, *' this is a little nosegay of con- 
ceits, a very lump of salt : every verse has some- 
thing in it that piques 5 and then the dart in the last 
line is certainly as pretty a sting in the tail of an 
epigram, for so I think you critics call it, as ever 
entered into the thought of a poet." " Dear Mr. 
BickerstafF," says he, shaking me by the hand, 
" every body knows you to bie a judge of these 
things; and to tell you truly, I read over Ros- 
common's translation of ' Horace's Art of Poetry* 
three several times, before I sat down to write the 
sonnet which I have shown you. But you shall 
hear it again, and pray observe every line of it j 
for not one of tliem shall pass without your appro- 
bation. 

When dress'd in laurel wreaths yoo shincy 

*' That is, says he, ^' when you have your gar- 
land on ; when you are writing verses." To which 
1 replied, " I know your meaning : a metaphor !** 
" Tlie same^" said he, and went on. 
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And tone your soft melodious no(eS| 

*' Pray observe the gliding of that verse j thcr 
scarce a consonant in it : I took care to make it 
upon liquids. Give me your opinion of it." " 1 
ly," said I, ^' I think it as good as the form< 
'* I ani very glad to hear you say so," says 
" but mind the next. 

You seem a sister of the Nine, 

" That is," says he, " you seem a sister of 
Muses } for, if you look into antient autliors, 
will find it was their opinion, that there were r 
of them." " I remember it very well," said 
^' but pray proceed." 

Or Phoehus* self in petticoats. 

" Phflcbus," says he, " was the god of Foe 
These little instances, Mr. Bickerstan, sliow a g 
tleman*s reading. Then, to take off from the 
of learning, which Pho&bus and the Muses 
given to this first stanza, you may observe, ho^ 
falls all of a sudden into the familiar; ^ in ] 
ticoats !'• 

Or Phelbtts' self in pttticoatt, 

" Let us now," says I, *' enter upon the see 
stanza ; I find the first line is still a continuatioi 
tke metaphor." 

I fancy, when your song you sing, 

*' It is very right," says he j '^ but pray obs< 
the turn of words in those two lines. I was a wl 
hour in adjusting of them, and have .still a dc 
upon me, whether in the second line it should 
' Your song you sing ; or. You sing your joq 
Vou shall hear them both :" 

I fancy, when your song you sing, 
(Yo|tr song you siog with so ranch art) 
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Or, 

1 fancyi wh«n yoar »oiig yoa tin; , 
(You sing yowr aong with so much art) 

'' Truly," said I, *' the turn is so natural cither 
way, that you have made me almost giddy with it^" 
" Dear Sir/* said he, grasping me by the hand, 
'* you have a great deal of patiencei but pray what 
do you think of the next verse ?** 

Your p«a was plucX'U ^fom Cupid's wingi 

"Think!" says Ij "I think you have made 
Cupid look like a little goose." " That was ray 
meaning," says he : *' I think the ridicule is well 
enough hit otf. But we come now to the last, 
which sums up the whole matter." 
For, ah 1 it wounds me like his dart. 

*' Pray how do you like that Ah ! doth it not 
make a pretty figure in that place? y^A.' — it looks 
as if I felt the dart, and cried out as being pricked 
with it. 

For, ah I it wounds me like his dart. 

'* My friend Dick Easy," continued he, " as- 
sured me, he would rather have written that Ah ! 
than to have been the author of the -/Kncid. He 
indeed objected, that I made Mira's pen like a quill 
in one of the lines, and like a dart in the otlier. But 

as to that " "Oh! as to that," sa^s I, 'Mt 

is but supposing Cupid to be like a porcupine, and 
his quills and darts will be the same thing." He 
was going to embrace me for the hint ; but half a 
dozen critics coming into the room, whose faces he 
did not Hke, he conveyed the sonnet i .- his pocket, 
and whispered me in the ear, " he v ould show 
it me 'again as soon as his man had written it over 
fair." 

K 3 
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A ^i fromittit elves ^ whem, sihi cura^ 
Jmptrium fore^ & Italiam^ & delubra deorunip 
S^uo patre sit na/us, mum ignota vutre inbomstu*/ 
Omnii wnrtaht curort &* ^lueren cogie. 

HOR. I Sat VI. 34. 

Whoever promises to guard the state. 
The g<Mis, the tern pie s, and imperial seaty 
Makes ev'ry mortal ask. his father's name. 
Or if his mother was a slave-born dame ? 

Fkavcis* 

Prom my otvn Apartment, April %6. 

I HAVS lately been looking over the many packef 
of letters which I have received from all quarten % 
Great-Britain^ as well as from foreign countrief 
since my entering upon the office of Censor 5 an 
indeed am very much surprized to see so great 
number of them, and pleased to think that I hav 
so far increased the revenue of the post-office. A 
this collection will grow daily, I have digested i 
into several bundles, and made proper indorsement 
on each particular letter ; it being my design, whc 
I lay down the work that I am now engaged in, t 
erect a paper office, and give it to the public. 

I could not but make several observations upo 
reading over the letters of my corresjSondents, Ai 
first of all, on the different tastes that reign in th 
dift'ereijt parts of this city. 1 find, by the apprc 
batiuns which are given me, that I am seldom fa 
mous ou the same days on both sides of Temple- bai 
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and that when I am in the greatest repute within the 
hberties, I dwindle at the court-end of the town. 
Sometimes I sink in both these places at the same 
time 5 but, for my comfort, my name hath then 
been up in the districts of Wapping and Rother- 
hithe. Some of my correspondents desire me to be 
always serious, and others to be always merry. 
Some of them intreat me to go to bed and fall into 
a dream, and like me better when I am asleep than 
when I am awake : others advise me to sit all night 
upon tlie stars, and be more frequent in my astro- 
logical observations 5 for that a vision is not pro- 
perly a Lucubration. Some of my readers thank me 
for filling my Paper witli the flowers of antiquity, 
others desire news from Flanders. Some approve 
my criticisms on the dead, and others my censures 
on the living. For this reason, I once resolved, in 
the new edition of mv works, to range my several 
Papers under distinct heads, according as their prin- 
cipal design was to benefit and instruct the difl^erent 
capacities of my readers j and to follow the example 
of some very great authors, by writing at the head 
of each discourse, udd Aulam, Ad Academiam, Ad 
Papulum, Ad Clerum. 

There is no particular in which my correspon-s 
dents of all ages, conditions, sexes, and com- 
plexions, universally agree, except only in their 
thirst after scandal. It is impossible to conceive, 
how many have recommended their neighbours to 
me upon this account, or how unmercifully I .havq 
been abused by several unknown hands, for not 
publishing the secret histories of cuckoldom that I 
Jiave received from almost every street in town. 

It would indeed be very dangerous for me to read 
over the many praises and eulogiums, which come 
post to me from all the corners of the nation, were 
they not mi^^d with isiany checks^ repclxuands^ 
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Ecurrilit!e8> and reproaches; which several c 
good-natured countrymen cannot forbear se 
me, though it often costs them twopence or a 
before they can convey them to my hands : s< 
sometimes when I am put into the best burnt 
the world, after having read a panegyric upc 
performances, and looked upon myself as a 
factor to the British nation, the next letter^ 
haps, I open, begins with, ^' You old doting s« 

drcl ! Are not you a sad dog ? Sirrah 

deserve to have your nose slit ;" $nd the like 
nious conceits. These little mortifications ar 
cessary to suppress that pride and vanity whic 
turaliy arise in the mind of a received author 
enablt) me to bear the reputation which my coui 
readers bestow upon me^ without becoming a 
comb by it. It was for the same reason, that 
a Roman general entered the city in the pomp 
triumph, the commonwealth allowed of S4 
little drawbacks to his reputation, by connivi 
such of the rabble as repeated libels and lam 
upon him within his hearing ; and by that i 
engaged his thoughts upon his weakness and ii 
fections, as well as on the merits that advance* 
to so great honours. The conqueror, however 
not the less esteemed for being a man in som< 
ticulars, because he appeared as a god in others 
There is another circumstance in which my 
tryraen have dealt very perversely with me ; 
that is, in searching not only into my life, hi 
into the lives of my ancestors. If there has b 
blot in my family for these ten generations, i 
been discovered by some or other of my i 
spondents. In short, I find the ancient fam 
the Bickqrstafi^s has suffered very much throu) 

VE^ce and prejudice of my enemies. Sox 
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them twit me in the teeth with the conduct of tny 
aunt Margery. Nay, there are some who have 
been go disingenuous, as to throw Maud the milk' 
maidinta my dish, notwithstanding I myself was 
the first who discovered that alliance,* I reap how- 
ever many benefits from the malice of these enemies, 
as they Let me see my own faults, and give me a 
view of myself in the worst light ; as they hinder 
me from being blown up by flattery and self-con- 
ceit ; as they make me keep a watchful eye over my 
owo actions $ and at the same time make me cau^ 
tious how I talk of others, and particularly of my 
friends and relations, or value myself upon the an- 
tiquity of my family. 

But the most formidable part of my correspon- 
dents are those, whose letters are filled with threats 
and menaces. I have been treated so often alter 
this manner, that, not tliinking it sutiicient to fence 
well, in which I am now arrived at the utmost per- 
fection, and to carry pistols about me, which I have 
always tucked withiii my girdle ; I several months 
5i0C.e podde my will, s^BttJed my estate, and took 
leave of my friends, looking upon myself as no 
better than a dead m^n. Nay, I went so far as to 
write a long letter to the most intimate acquaintance 
I have in me world, under the character of a de- 
parted person, giving him an account of what 
brought me to that untimely end, and of the forti- 
tude with which I met it. This letter being too 
long for the present p3per, I intend to print it by 
itself very suddenly j and at the same time I must 
confess, I took piy hint of it from the behaviour of 
an old soldier in the civil wars, who was cor- 
poral of a company in a regiment of foot, about 
the same time that I myself was a ca(kt in the king's 
«my. 
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from any i award pleasure that attends it^ but from 
the praises and approbations which it receives 
from men. 

Of this shallow species there is not a more impor- 
tunate, empty, and conceited animal, tiian that which 
h generally known by the name of a Critic. This, 
in the common acceptation of the word, is one that, 
without entering into the sense and soul of an author, 
has a few general rules, which, like mechanical iu- 
stni'nc.nts, he applies to the works of every writer > 
and as they quadrate with them, pronounces the au- 
thor perfect or defective, lie is master of a certain 
set of words, as Unity, Style, Fire, Phlegm, Easif, 
Natural, Turn, Sentiment, and the like ; which fie 
varies, compounds, divides, and throws together, 
in every part of his discourse, without any thougiit 
or meaning. The marks you may know him byarCi 
an elevated eye, and dogmatical brow, a positife 
voice, and a contempt for every thing that comes out, 
whether he has read it or not. He dweUs altogether 
in generals. He praises or dispraises in the lump* 
He shakes his head very frequently at the pedantrf 
of universities, and bursts into laughter wnen yoa 
mention an author that is not known at WiU*8. He 
haih formed his judgment upon Homer, Haraoe» 
and Virgil, not from tlicir own works, but from 
those of llapin and Bossu. He knows his own 
strength so well, that be never dares praise aov 
thing in which he has not a French author for hil 
voucher. 

With tliese extraordinary talents and aocomplish« 
xnents. Sir Timothy Tittle puts men in vogue, tf 
condemns them to obscurity > and sits as judge of 
life and death upon every author that appears io pi^ 
lie. It is impossible to represent the pangs, agonist 

and convulsions^ which Sir Timothy expresses ki 
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every feature of his face» and muscle of his body, 
upon the readine of a bad poet. 

About a wet'k ago> I was engaged^ at a friend*s 
bouse of mine, in an agreeable conversation with his 
wife and daughters^ when, in tlie height of our mirth. 
Sir Timothy, who makes love to my friend's eldest 
daughter, came in amongst us, putling and blowing 
aa if he had been very much out of breath. He im- 
mediately called for a chair, and desired leave to 
•it down without any tuither ceremony. I asked 
htm, where he had been ? whether he was out of or- 
der? He onlv replied, that he was quite spent, and 
fell a cursing in soliloquy. I could hear liim cry, 

•• A wicked rogue An execrable wretch -*>\V as 

there ever such a monster!'* — The young ladies up- 
on this began to be affrighted, and asked, whether 
any one had hurt him.^ He answered nothing, but 
atiil talked to himself. '* To lay the first scene,** sav$ 
be, "in St. James*8-park, and the last in Nortn- 
amptonshirc .'*• •' Is that all ?*' said I. '* Then 1 sup- 
pose vou have been at the rehbarsal of a piny thia 
morning.*' •* Been !" says he, *' I have been at 
Northampton, in the Park, in a ladv*s bcd-clKimber, 
iu a dining-ruum, every where ; tnc rogue has led 
roe auch a dance—*' Though I could scarce forbear 
hugliing at his discourse, I told him I was i^i.id ic 
was no worse, and tliat he was only metaphorically 
weary. •* Jn short. Sir/* says be, "the author has 
not ob.^ervcd a single Unity in bis whole play j the 
scene shifts in every dialogue 3 the vilhtin has hur- 
ried me up and down at such a rate, that I am tired 
oiff* my legs." I could not but observe with some 
pleasure, that the young lady whom he made love to, 
conceived a very just aversion towards him, upon 
leetng him so very passionate in tritles. And as hlie 
lud tliat natural sense which makes her a better j\idga 
than a thousand critics, she began to rally him upun 
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this foolish humour. '•' For my part/* says she, 
never knew a play take that was written up to ] 
rules, as you call them." *' How, Madam !** 
he, *' is that your opinion ? I am sure you ha 
better taste." '* It is a pretty kind of magic," 
she, " the poets have, to transport an audience f 
place to place without the help of a coach and hoi 
I could travel round the world at such a rate, 
such an entertainment as an enchantress finds \i 
she fancies herself in a wood, or upon a mouni 
at a feast, or a solemnity 5 though at the same t 
she has never stirred out of her cottage." **1 
simile. Madam," says Sir Timothy, *Ms by 
means just." "Pray," says she, **let my sin 
pass without a criticism. I must confess," contir 
she, (for I found she was resolved to exasperate 1 
^' I laughed very heartily at the last new con 
which you found so much fault with." *' But, 
^am," says he, " you ought not to have laugl 
and I defy any one to shew mc a single imle that 
could laugh by." '^/Dught not to laugh !" says j 
'^ pray who should hinder me ?" *' Madam," say 
'' there are such people in the world as llapin, Da< 
and several others, that ought to have spoiled ' 
mirth." "I have heard," says the young 1 
*' tliat your great critics are always very bad pc 
I fancy there is as much dificrence between 
works of the one and the other, as there is betv 
the carnage of a dancing-master, and a gentler 
I must confess," continued she, *' I would no 
troubled with so fine a judgment as yours is 3 ] 
find you feel more vexation in a bad comedy, 
I do in a deep tragedy." *' IMadam," says Sir Ti 
thy, *' that is not my fault 3 they should learn 
art of writing." '* For my part," says the yc 
lady, ** I should think the greatest art in your wr 
of comedies is to please." **Xo please!" says 
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Timothy j and immediately fell a laughing. '' Tru- 
ly," says she, " that is my opiiuon." Upon tliis, he 
composed bis countenance^ looked upon his watch^ 
and took his leave. 

1 hfiar that Sir Timothy has not hern at my friend's 
bouse since this notahlc eonference, to tlie great sa- 
tisfaction i)f the young lady, who by this means has 
got rid of a very impertinent fop. 

I must confess, I could not but observe, with a 
great deal of siiqmze, how this gentleman, by his 
ul-iiature, folly, and ailVetation, bad made himsrlf 
capable of sulfering so many imaginary pains, and 
looking with such a senseless severity upon the com- 
mou diversions of life. 



NM66. TUESDAY, MAY 2, 1710. 



'DietHthf tatenda loeutuu 

HOR, £p. vii. 7S. 



He B.rd, 



Or right| or wrong, whit came into his head, 

Francii. 

lyiiltcs ChocolaiC'housc, May i. 

Th F. world is so overgrown with sinjrularit'u's in be- 
haviour, and method oflivin!];, tbat 1 liavc no sooner 
laid before mankind the absurdity of one species of 
men, but there starts up to my view sonu new sect 
of impertinents that had before esenprd notiec. 'J'his 
afternoon^ as I was talking witii line Mrs. Sprightly b 
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porter, and desiring admittance upon an e^traoi 
nary occasion, it was m^ fate to be spied by T 
Modely riding by in his chariot. He did me 
honour to stop, and asked, " what 1 did there o 
Monday ?" I answered, ''that I had business of i 
portance, which I wanted to communicate to 
lady of the house.*' Tom is one of those fools, m 
look upon knowledge of the fashion to be the o 
liberal science j and was so rough as to tell me. ''t 
a well-bred man would as soon call upon a lady, ^ 
keeps a day, at midnight, as on any day but t 
which she professes being at home. There are rt 
and decorums," adds he, which are never to be tra 
gressed by those who understand the world ; and 
who offends in that kind, ought not to take it 
he is turned away, even when he sees the per 
look out at her window whom he inquires fo 
*' Nay," said he, *' my Lady Dimple is so posit 
in this rule, that she takes it for a piece of got 
breeding and distinction to deny herself with ber o 
mouth. Mrs. Comma, the great scholar, insists i 
on it, and I myself have heard her assert. Thai 
lord's porter, or a lady*s woman, cannot be said 
lie in that case, because they act by instruction ; i 
their words are no more their own, than those o 
puppet.'* 

He was going on with his ribaldry, when on a si 
den he looked on his watch, and said, *'he h 
twenty visits to make,** and drove away without fi 
ther ceremony. I wa.«; then at leisure to reflect up 
the tasteless manner of life, which a set of idle f 
lows lead in this town, and spend youth itself w 
less spirit, than other men do their old age. Thi 
expletives in human society, though they are in thei 
selves wholly insignificant, become of some con 
deration when they arc mixed with others. I z 
rtiy much at a loss how to define, or imder wfc 
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Jiaractcr, distinction, or denomination, to place 
hem ; except yon give me leave to call them the 
»rdcr of the Insipids. This order is in its extent like 
hat of tljc Jesuits 5 and you see of th(nn in every 
vay of life, and in every profession. Tom Modely 
\a% long appeared to mc at the head of this species. 
By being hahitually in the best company, he knnwn 
jerftxtly well when a coat is well cut, or a periwig 
well vwuuted. As soon as yon enter the place where 
be is, hr tells the next man to him, who is yourtay- 
lor, and judges of you more from the choice of your 
periwig-itiaker than of your friend. His business 
ip this world is to be well dressed ; and the greatest 
nrcumstmce that is to be recorded in his annals is, 
that he wears tmenty shirts a week. Thus, without 
over speaking reason among the men, or passion 
among the women, he is every where well received ; 
and, without any one man's esteem, he has every 
man*s indulgence. 

This order has produced great numbers of tolera- 
ble copiers in iwinting, gor^d rhymers in poetry, and 
harmless projectors in politics. You may sec them 
at first Sight grow acquainted by sympatliy ; inso- 
inurh, that one who had not studied nature, and did 
not know the true cause of their sudden familiarities, 
would think that they had some secret intimation of 
each other, like the Free- masons. The other day at 
Will's I heard Modely, and a critic of the same or- 
der, shew their equal talents with Ejreat delight. The 
learned Insipid was commending Kacine*s turns ; die 
genteel Insipid, Dcvillier's curls. 

These creatures, when they arc not forced into 
any particular employment for want of ideas in their 
own imaginations, are the constant plague of all tliey 
meet with, by inquiries for news and scandal, whicn 
makes them the heroes of visiting-davs; where they 
help the design of the meeting, whicn is to pau &««} 

*3 
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that odibus thing called time, in discourses tcK 
to raise any reflections which may put we 
persons to the trouble of thinking. 

From mjj own Apartment, May i. 

1 was looking out of my parlour-windo 
mornings and receiving the honours which M 
the milk-maid to our lane^ was doing me^ bi 
ing before my door with the plate of half n 
tomers on her head, when Mr. Clayton, the 
of Arsinoe, made me a visit, and desired mc 
sert the following advertisement in my c 
paper. 

" The pastoral Masque, composed by Mr. C 
author of Arsinoe, will be performed on Wedi 
the third instant, in the great room at York 
ings. Tickets to be had at White's Chocolate 
St. James's CofFee-hoilse, in St. James's-stre 
Young Man's Coffee-house. 

" Note 5 the tickets delivered out for the t 
seventh of April, will be then taken." 

When I granted his request, I made one 1 
which was, that the performers should put tl 
struments in tune before the audience came 
that I thought the resentment of the Eastern 
who, according to the old story, took tun 
playing, to be very just and natural. He . 
civil, as not only to promise that favour ; but 
assvure me, that he would order the heels of i 
farmers to be muffled in cotton, that the artis 
polite an age as ours, may not intermix wl 
.harmony, a custom, which so nearly rei 
the stamping-dances of the West-Indians o 
tentots. 

Advertisements. 

*»* A Bass-viol of Mr. Bickerstaff's acquai 
whose nund and fortune do not y^ry exactl; 
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proposes to set himself to sale by way of lottery. 
Ten thousand pounds is the sum to be raised, at 
three-pence a ticket, in consideration that there are 
more women who are willing to be married, than 
that can spare a greater sum. . He has already made 
over his person to trustees for the said money to be 
forthcoming, and ready to take to wife the fortunate 
woman that wins him. 

N. B. Tickets are given out by Mr. Charles 
Llllie^ and by Mr. John Morphew. Each adven- 
turer must be a virgin, and subscribe her name to 
her ticket. 

-j-J-f Whereas the several churchwardens of most 
of the parishes within the bills of mortality have in an 
earnest manner applied themselves by way of petition, 
dhd have also made a presentment, of the vain arid 
loose deportment during divine service, of person* 
of too great figure in all their said parishes for their 
reproof: and whereas it is therein set forth, that by 
salutations given each other, hints, shrugs, ogles, 
playing of fans, fooling with canes at their mouths, 
and other wanton gesticulations, their whole con- 
gregation appears rather a theatrical audience, than 
an house of devotion 5 it is hereby ordered, that all 
Canes, Cravats, Bosom-laces, Muffs, Fans, Snuffs 
boxes, and all other instruments rriade use of to give 
persons unbecoming airs, shall be immediately for- 
feited and sold ; and of tlie sum arising from the sale 

* thereof, a ninth part shall be paid to the poor, and 

• the rest to the overseers. 
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Segti/h irritant amwutt dem/ssa fer aureSf 
i^iiw qua mntoculii lulmustaJUilihus,--'—^ 

HOd- Ars Poec 



-What we hejir, 



With weaker p.-ssion will afViect the heart, 

Than u hen the faithful tye beholUs the pjj t. Fi 

From my own Apartment, May a. 

Having received notice, that the famous act 
Betterton, was to be interred this evening 
cloysters near Westminster-abbey, I was reso! 
walk thither; and see the last ofHce done to 
whom I had always very much admired, an 
whose action I had received more strong impr 
olF what is great and noble in human nature 
from the arguments of the most solid plnlos< 
or the descriptions of the most charminf;^ poet 
read. As the rude and untaught multitude 
way wrought upon more effectually, than by 
public punishments and executions; so men of 
and education feel their humanity most f 
exercised, when they attend the obsequies c 
who had arrived at any perfection in liberal i 
plishments. Theatrical action is to be esteei 
such, except it be objected, that we cannot c; 
an art which cannot be attained by art. Voic 
ture, motion, and other gifts, must be very t 
fully bestowed by nature, or labour and indust 
but push the unhappy cndeavourer in that w 
further off his wishes. 
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Such an actor as Mr. Betterton ought to be record- 
l with the same respect as Roscius among the ilo- 
lans* The greatest orator has thought fit to quote 
s judgment, and celebrate his life. Roscius was 
le example to all that would form themselves into 
•oper and winning behaviour. His action was so 
ell adapted to the sentiments he expressed, that the 
mth of Rome thought they wanted only to be vir- 
lous, to be as graceful in their appearance as Ro- 
ius. The imagination took a lively impression of 
hat was great and goodj and they, who never 
lought of setting up for the art of irniiation, became 
letnsclves inimitable characters. 
There is no human invention so aptly calculated 
•r the forming a free-born people as that of a 
teatre. ^ Tdly reports, that the celebrated player 
' whom I am speaking, used frequently tb say, 
■The perfection of an actor is only to become what 
5 is doing.'* Young men, who are too unattentive 
receive lectures, are irresistibly taken with per- 
rmances. Hence it is, that I extremely lament the 
:tle relish the gentry of this nation have, at present, 
•r the just iand noble representations in some of our 
agedies. The operas, which are of late introduced, 
in leave no trace behind them that can be of ser- 
ce beyond the present moment. To sing, and tp 
ince, are accomplishnpients very few have any 
loughts of practising J but to speak justly, and 
ove gracefully, is what every man thinks he doCvi 
;rform, or wishes he did. 

I have hardly a notion, that any performer of an- 
nuity could surpass the action of Mr. Betterton in 
lyofthe occasions in which he has appeared on oar 
age. The wonderful agony which he appeared in, 
hen he examined the circumstance of the handker* 
lief in Othello; the mixture of love th^t intruded 
pon bis mind, upon the innocent answers Dcsde'^^ 



118 TATLERi K® 167. 

mona makes, betrayed in his gesture such a variety 
and vicissitude of passions, as would admonish a 
man to be afraid of his own heart ; and perfectly con- 
vince him, that it is to stab it, to admit that worst 
of daggers, jealousy. Whoever reads in his closet 
this admirable scene, will find that he cannot, except 
he has as warm an imagination as Shakspeare him- 
self, find any but dry, incoherent, and broken sen- 
tences : but a reader that has seen Betterton act it, 
observes, there could not be a word added ^ that 
longer speeches had been unnatural, nay, impossible, 
in Othello's circnm stances. The charming passage 
in the same tragedy, where he tells the manner of 
winning the atfection of his mistress, was urged with 
so moving and graceful an energy, that, while I 
walked in the cloysters, I thought of him with the 
same concern as if I waited for the remains of a per- 
son, who had in real life done all that I • had seen 
him represent. The gloom of the place, and faint 
lights before the ceremony appeared, contributed to 
the melancholy disposition I was in : and I began to 
be extremely afflicted, that Brutus Cassius had any 
difference 5 that Hotspur s gallantry was so nnfortu- 
nate 5 and that the mirth and good humour of Fal- 
stalf could not exempt him from the grave. Nay, 
this occasion, in me who look upon the distinctions 
amongst men to be merely scenical, raised reflec- 
tions upon tlie emptifiess of all human perfection and 
greatness in general 3 and I could not but regrrt, 
that the sacred heads which lie buried in the nei^- 
boiirhood of this little portion of earth, in \* hich my 
poor old friend is deposited, are returned to dust as 
well as he, and that tliere is no difterence in the 
grave between the imaginary and the real mo- 
narch. This made me say of human life itself, 
with Macbeth^ 
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To- morrow, to-niorrow> and to-morroviry 
Cret ps in a stealing pace from day to day^ 
To itic IrfSt moment of rccnnled lime ! 
A>'d nil our yesterdays tiave lighted fools 
To their eternal nigtit ! Out, out, shoi t candle 1 
Life's Kut a walking ihadow, a poor player 
'J hat struts and frcti his hour upon the stage. 
And ihet) is heard no more. 

The mention I have here made of Mr. Betterton, 
for whom 1 had, as long as I have known any thnig, 
a vf.ry great esteem and gratitude for the pleasure 
lie gave mr., ean do him no good; but it may possi- 
bly l)e of scrviee to the unhappy woman he has lefl 
behind him, to have it known, that this great tra- 
gedian was never in a scene half so moving, as the 
drcumstanci's of his affairs created at his departure. 
His wile, after a cohabitation of forty years in the 
strictest amity, has long pined away with a sense of 
liis decay, as well in his person as his little fortune ; 
and, in proportion to that, she has Inxself decayed 
both in her healtli aiid reason. Her husband's d.ath, 
added to her age and infirmities, would certainly 
have determined her life, but that the greatness ot' 
her distress has been her relief, by a present depri- 
vation ol" her senses. This absence of reason ih her 
best defence* against age, sorrow, poverty, and sick- 
ness. I dwell upon this account so distinc tly, in 
ob<;die.nee to a certain great spirit, who hiilis lu r 
name, and has by letter applied to me to recumuu nd 
to her some obji ct of compassion, from whom she 
may be concealed. 

i'his, I think, is a proper orension for exerting 
6uch heroic generosity; ami as there is an ingeiuious 
shame in those who have known better fortune, to 
be reduced to receive obligations, as well as a becom- 
ing pain in the truly generous to receive thanks j in 
this case botli tliosc delicacies arc preserved 5 for the 
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person obliecd is as incapable of knowing her 
i'actreftS^ as uer benefactress it unwilling to be k 
by her. 

Advertisement. 

Vliereas it hath been signitied to the G 
that under the pretence that he has encouragi 
Moving Picture, and particularly admired the I 
i/ig Statue, some persona within the liberti 
\Vestmiu8ter have vended walking Pictures^ 
much that the said pictures have, within iiiw 
utter sales by auction, returned to the habitati< 
their first proprietors j that matter has been nar 
looked into, and orders are given to Pacolet, tc 
notice of all who a/e concerned in such frauds, 
(Ureciions to draw their pictures, that they nsj 
hauged in effigie, in tcrroreni to all auctions ic 
future. 
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From my own Apartment, May 5. 

Nrvrr was man so much teazed, or suffered 
so much uneasiness, as I have done this evenir 
twcen a couple of fellows, witli whom I was u 
tunately engaged to sup, where there were also 
ral others in company. One of them is the 
invincibly impudent, and the other as incorri 
absurd. Upon hearing my name, the man c^ \ 
city, as he calls himself, began to assume an auk 
way of reserve by way of ridicule upon me as a 
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sor» and said, ''he must liave a care of his behavi- 
our, for there would notes be writ upon all that 
should pass.'* The man of freedom and ease, for such 
the other thinks himself, asked me, ^' whether my 
sister Jenny was breeding or not r" After they had 
done with me, they were impertinent to a very smart, 
bat well-bred man j who stood his ground very well, 
and let the company see they ought, but could not, 
be out of countenance. I look upon sucli a defence 
flSareal good action; for while he received their 
fire, there was a modest and worthy young gentle- 
man sat secure by him, and a lady of tlie family at 
the same time guarded against the nauseous famili- 
aiity of the one, and tlie more painful mirth of the 
other* ITiis conversation, w here there were a tliou- 
sand things said, not wortJi repeating, made me 
consider witli myself, how it is tliat men of tliese 
disagreeable characters often go great lengths in the 
world, and seldom fail of out-stnpj)ing men of merit; 
nay, succeed so well, that, with a load ot* imperfec- 
tloDS on their heads, they go on in opposition to ge- 
neral disesteenij while they who are every way their 
superiors, languish away their days, though po^^sess- 
cd of the approbation and good- will of all v\ ho know 
them. 

If we would examine into the secret springs of 
action in the impudent and the absurd, we shall find, 
though they bear a great resemblance in their beha- 
viour, that they move upon very dilTcrent principles. 
The impudent are pressing, though they know they 
are disagreeable; the absurd ar^. importunate, be- 
cause they think they are acceptable. Impudence is 
a vice, and Absurdity a folly. Sir Francis Bacon 
talks very agreeably upon the subject of Impudence, 
He takes notice, that the orator being asked, what 
was the first, second, and third requisite to make a 
6ue speaker? still answered, action. This, -said he, 

vol.. IV. M 
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is the very outward form of speaking; and yet it ii 
what with the generality has more force than th< 
most consummate abilities. Impudence is to th 
rest of mankind of the same use which action is ti 
orators. 

The truth is, the gross of men are governed mop 
by appearances than realities j and the impudent mai 
in his air and behaviour undertakes for himself tha 
he has ability and merit, while the modest or diffi 
dent gives himself up as one who is possessed of net 
ther. For this reason, men of front carry things be 
fore them with little opposition; and make so skil 
fill an use of their talent, that they can grow out o 
humour like men of consequence, and be sour, an< 
make their dissatisfaction do them the same servio 
as desert. This way of thinking has often fumishet 
me with an apology for great men who confer fa 
vours on the impudent. In carrying on the govern 
ment of mankind, they are not to consider what mci 
they themselves approve in their closets and privati 
conversations ; but what men will extend iliemselve 
iurthest, and more generally pass upon tlie worl 
for such as their patrons want in such and such sta 
tions, and consequently take so much work otf thi 
hands of those who employ them. 

Far be it, that I should attempt to lessen the ac 
ceptance which men of this character meet with ii 
the world ; but I humbly propose only, that they whi 
have merit of a different kind would accomplisl 
themselves in some degree with this quality, of whici 
I am now treating. Nay, I allow these gentlemci 
to press as lor ward as they please in the advance 
mcnts of their interests and fortunes, but not to in 
trude upon others in conversation also. \jQi them d( 
what tlicy can with the rich and the great, as far a 
they are sutiered : but let them not interrupt th 
easy and agreeable. They may be useful as strvant 
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in ambition, but never as associates in pleasure. 
However, as I would still drive atsometliingiustruc- 
tive in every Lucubration, I must recommend it to 
all men who feel in themselves an impulse towards 
attempting laudable actions, to acquire such a de- 
gree of assurance, as never to lose the posse >sion of 
themselves in public or private, so far as to bv inca- 
pable of acting with a due decorum on any occasion 
they are called to. It is a mean want of fortitude 
in a good man, not to be able to do a virtuous action 
with as much confidence as an impudr.nt fellow docs 
an ill one. There is no way of mending such false 
inodesty, but by laying it down for a rule, that 

there is nothins: shameful but what is criminal. 

• . 

The Jesuits, an order whose institution is per- 
fectly calculated for making a progress in the world, 
take care to accomplish their disciples for it, by 
breaking them of all impertinent bashfulncss, and 
accustoming them to a ready performance of all in- 
different things. I remember in my travels, when 
I was once at a public exercise in one of their schools, 
a young man made a most admirable speech, with all 
the beauty of action, cadence of voice, and force of 
argument imaginable, in defence of tlie love of glory. 
We were all enamoured with the grace of the youth, 
as he came down from the desk where he spoke, to 
present a copy of his speech to the head of the soci- 
ety. The principal received it in a very obliging 
manner, and bid him go to tlie market-place and 
fetch a joint of meat, for he should dine with him. 
He bowed, and in a trice the orator returned, full 
of the sense of glory in this obedience, and witli the 
best shoulder of mutton in the market. 

This treatment capacitates them for every scene of 
life. I therefore recommend it to the consideration 
of all who have the instruction of youth, which of the 
two is the more inexcusable, he who does everjr 

M 2 
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thing by the mere force of his impndeoce, or he who 
prrforms nothing through the oppression of bis mo- 
dest v ? In a word, it is a weakness not to be able to 
attempt wh:tt a man thinks he ought, and there is no 
modesty but in self -denial. 

P. S. Upon my coming horne^ I received the fol- 
lowing petition and letter : 

*' The humble petition of Sarah Latilt^ 

SlirWETH. 

" That your petitioner has been one of those ladies 
%i'ho has had tine things constantly spoken to her 
in general terms, and lived, during her most bloom- 
ing ycars^ in daily expectation oi declarations of mar- 
riage, but never had one made to her. 

" Th:i( .she is now in her grand climacteric; whid 
being above t!.r space of lour virginities^ accounting 
at fifteen years each ; 

'• Your petitioner most humbly prays, that in 
the lottery for the Bass-viol she may have 
four tickets, in consideration that her single 
life has been occasionexi by the inconstancy 
of her lovers, and not through the cmelty or 
frowardness of your petitioner. 

'* And your Petitioner shall, fcc.** 

" Mr. Bickehstatf, May 3, X7ia 

** According to my fancy, you took a much better 
vay to dispose of a r>;jss-viol in yesterday's paper, 
than yon did in your Table of Marriage. I desire 

the bf n; fit of a l(>tt( rv lor myself too The man- 

iicr ot it I leave, to your (Avn discretion : only if yon 

can allow the tick<-i8 at above five farthings a 

piece. Fray accept mI one ticket for your tron- 
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Ue; and I wish you may be the fprlunate man 
that wins. 

Your very humble servant until then, 

Isabella Kit.** 

I must own the request of the aged petitioner to 
be founded upon a very undeserved distress 5 and 
unce she might, had she had justice done her, been 
mother of many pretenders to tliis prize, instead of 
being one herself, I do readily grant her demand ; 
but as for the proposal of Mrs. Isabella Kit, 1 can* 
not project a lottery for her, until I have security 
she wiU surrender herself to the winner. 



NM69. TUESDAY, MAY 9, niO. 



ru\! ^uando ito te atficiam y ^andofirte tieehit 
Sitfie vetffum lihrht nume somitOf & inertibM horisp 
Daiare t§l'nJta jmunda Mtuia vit^f 

HOR. X Sat. VI. 60. 



Oh when ngiin 



Shall 1 behold the rural plain } 
And when wirh books of Sages deep^ 
Sequester'd e;)se, and gentle sleep^ 
In sweet ohlivinn, blissful balm 1 
In busy cares of life becalm. 



FlANCIt. 



From my own Apartment, May 8. 

TiTE summer season now approaching, several of 
our family have invited me to pass away a month or 
two in the country 3 and indeed nothing could be 

M 3 
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more agreeable to me than such a rece88> did I not 
consider that I am by two quarts a worse companion 
than when I was last among my relations : and I am 
admonished by some of onr club, who lately visited 
Staffordsiiire, that they drink at a greater rate than 
tliey did at that time. As every soil does not pro- 
duce every fruit or tree, so every vice is not the 
growth of every kind of life 5 and I have, ever since 
I could think, been astonished, that drinking should 
be the vice of the country. If it were possible to 
add to all our senses, as we do . to that of sight by 
perspectives, we should methinks more particularly 
labour to improve them in the midst of the variety 
of beauteous objects, which nature has produced to 
entertain us in the country j and do we in that 
place destroy the use of what organs we have ? At 
for my part, I cannot but lament tlie destruction 
that has been made of the wild beasts of the field, 
when I see large tracks of earth possessed by men 
who take no advantage of their being rational, but 
Jead mere animal lives 5 making it . their whole en- 
deavour to kill in themselves all they have, aboire 
beasts, to wit, the use of reason, and taste of so- 
ciety. It is frequently boasted in the writings of 
orators and ports, that it is to eloquence and poesy 
we owe tliat we are drawn out of woods and soli- 
tudes into towns and cities, and from a wild and 
savage being become ac(]uainted with the laws of 
humanity and civility. If we are obliged to these 
arts for so gn^at s-ervice, I could wish they were em- 
ployed to give us a second turn ; that as they liave 
brought us to dwell in society, a blessing which no 
other creatures know, so they would persuade us, 
now they have settled us, to lay out all our thoughts 
in c'.irpassin'j; each othor in those faculties in which 
only we excel other creatures. But it is at present 
§Q far otherwise^ that the contention seems to be, 
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U be most eminent in performances wherein 
Djoy greater abilities than we have. I will 
cc, were the butler and swineherd, at any 
[uire's in Great-Britain, to keep and com- 
onnts of what wash is diTink up in so many 
the parlour and the pig-stye, it would ap- 
e gentleman of the house gives much more 
lends than his hogs. 

with many other evils, arises from an error 
I judgments, and not making true distinctions 
persons and things. It is usually thought, 
jw sheets of parchment, made before a male 
male of wealthy houses come together, give 
s and descendants of that marriage possession 
and tenements j but the truth is, there i?; 
who can be said to be proprietor of an 
>ut he who knows how to enjoy it. Nay, 
never be allowed, that the land is not a 
when the master is uncultivated. There- 
avoid confusion, it is to be noted, that a 
with a great estate is but an incumbent^ 
: he must be a gentleman to be a landlord, 
ord enjoys what he has with his heart, an 
mt with his stomach. Gluttony, drunken- 
id riot, are the entertainments of an incum- 
>enevolence, civility, social and human vir- 
le accomplishments of a landlord. Who, 
any passion for his native country, does not 
worse than conquered, when so large di- 
is of it are in the hands of savages, that 
o use of property, but to be tyrants ; or li- 
mt to be unmannerly ? A gentleman in a 
-life enjoys paradise with a temper fit for 
own is cursed in it with all the cutting and 
passions man could be tormented with when 
expelled from it. 
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There is no character more deservedly esteemed 
than that of a country gentleman, who understaodf 
the station in which Heaven and Nature have placed 
him. He is father to his tenants^ and patron to bii 
neighbours, and is more superior to those of lower 
fortune by his benevolence than his possessions. He 
justly divides his time between solitude and com- 
pany, so as to use tlie one for the other. His life 
is spent in the good ofEces of an advocate, a tt- 
feree, a companion, a mediator, and a friend. His 
counsel and knowledge are a guard to the simplicity 
and innocence of those of lower talents, and tne en- 
tertainment and happiness of those of equal. When 
a man in a country-life has this turn^ as it is hoped 
tliou<:ands have, he lives in a more happy condition 
than any that is described in the pastoral descripUons 
of poets, or the vain-glorious solitudes recorded by 
philosophers. 

To a thinking man it would seem prodigionSp 
ihnt the very situation in a country-life docs not in- 
cline men to a scorn of tlie mean gratifications some 
take in it. To stand by a stream, naturally lulls the 
mind into composure and reverence ; to walk in 
shades, diversifies that pleasure 5 and a bright sun- 
shine makes a man consider all nature in gladness, and 
himself the happiest being in it, as he is the roost 
conscious of her gifts and enjoyments. It would be 
the most impertinent piece of pedantry imaginable 
to form our pleasures by imitation of others. I will 
not therefore mention Scipio and Leelius, who are 
generally produced on this subject as authorities for 
the charms of a rural life *. He that does not feci 
the force of agreeable views and situations in his 
own mind, wm hardly arrive at the satisfactions 

* Cicero M ^ Ontor^" Lib. IL 6 ; tnd " Dt Amidtia/ 
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they bring from the reflections of others. Howevtr, 
they who have a taste that way, are morr pnrticu- 
larly inflamed with desire, when they sec oihers in 
the enjoyment of it, especially when men cany into 
the country a knowledge of the world as well as of 
nature. The leisure of such persons is endeared and 
rdfined by reflection upon cares and inquietudes. 
The absence of past labours doubles present plea- 
ftuies, which is still augmented, if the person in so- 
litude has the happiness of being addicted to letters. 
My cousin Frank Bickerstafl' gives me a very good 
notion of this sort of felicity in tlie following 
letter: 

" Sit, 
** i write this to communicate to you the happi- 
ness I have in the neighbourhood and conversation 
of the noble lord, whose health you inquired after 
in your last. I have bought that little hovel which 
borders upon his royalty ; but am so far from being 
oppressed by his greatness, that I, who know no 
envy, and he, who is above pride, mutually re- 
commend ourselves to each other by the difference 
of our fortunes. He esteems me for being so well 
pleased with a little, and I admire him for enjoying 
10 handsomely a great deal. He has not the little 
taste of observing the colour of a tulip, or the 
edging of a leaf of box ; but rejoices in open views, 
the regularity of this plantation, and th« wildness of 
another, as well as the fall of a river, the rising of 
a promontory, and all other objects fit to cntcrt.uu a 
mind like his, that has been long versed in great ami 
public amusements. The make of the soul is a<« 
much seen in leisure as in business. He has hmg 
lived in courts, and been admired in assemblies ; 
10 that he has added to experience a most charming 
eloquence, by which he commuuicates to me the 
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ideas of my own mind upon die objects we m 
with so agreeably, that with his company in 
fields, I at once enjoy the country, and a landsc 
of it. He is now altering the course of canals i 
rivulets, in which he has an eye to his neighbQi 
satisfaction, as well as his own. He often ma 
me presents by turning the water into my grout 
and sends me fish by their own streams, 'l.'o a\ 
my thanks, he makes nature the instrument of 
bounty, and does all good offices so much with 
air of a companion, that his frankness hides hiso 
condescension, as well as my gratitude* Leave 
vorld to itself, and come see us. 

Your affectionate cousin, 
Francis Bickerstaf 



l^ no. THURSDAY, MAY 11, 1710. 



ForturiM SdPDo lata negnthy ^ 
Ijudum inioUntcm ludere fertinax^ 
T^ramtHutat ineertos honores^ 
^unc mihif nunc alio benigna, 

HOR. 3 0d.XXIX.4< 

But Fortanc, cver-clianging dsme. 

Indulges her malicious joy, 
Aiul con.^tant plays her haughty gamey 

Proiitl of her otHce to dcsiroy ; 
To-day to me her bounty flow. 

And now to others she the bliss besCoi^'S* 

FllANCi! 

From my own Apartment, May lo. 

Having this morning spent some time in read 
on the subject of tlie vicissitude of human life 
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*^ aside mj hook, and began to raminate on the 
discourse which raised in me those reflections. I 
Wieved it a very good office to the world, to sit 
down and show others the road, in wliich I am ex- 
perienced by my wanderings and errors, 'i'his is 
Seneca*s way of thinking, and he liad half con- 
yinced me, how d.ingerous it is to our true happi- 
ness and tranquillity, to fix our minds upon any 
thing which is in the power of fortune. It is ex- 
cusable only in animals who have not tJie use of 
reason, to be catched by hoi)ks and baits. Wealth, 
glory, and power, which the ordinary people look 
up at with admiration, the learned and wise know 
to be only so many snares laid to enslave thero. 
There is nothins: farther to be sou2[ht for with ear- 
nestness, than what will cloath and feed us; If we 
pamper ourselves in our diet, or give our imagina- 
tions a loose in our desires, the body will no longer 
obey the mind. Let us think no further than to 
defend ourselves against hunger, thirst, and cold. 
We are to remember that every thing else is despi- 
cable, and not worth our care. To want little is 
true grandeur, and very few things are great, to a 
great mind. Those who form their thoughts in this 
manner, and abstract themselves from the world, 
are out of the way of fortune, and can look with 
contempt both on her favours and her frowns. At 
the same time, they who separate themselves from 
the immediate commerce with the busy part of 
mankind, are still beneficial to them, while, by 
their studies and writings, they recommend to them 
the small value which ought to be put upon what 
they pursue with so much labour and disquiet. 
While such men are thought the most idle, they 
are the most usefully employed. They have all 
things, both human and divine, under considera- 
tion. To be perfectly free from the insults of for* 
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tune, we should arm ourselves with their : 
flections. \\'e should learn, tliat none but jnt 
kctual possessions are what we can properly call < 
own. All things from without are but borrowi 
What fortune gives us, is not ours ; and whatei 
slie gives, she can take away. 

It is a common imputation to Seneca, that thoo 
he declaimed with so much strrngth of reason, i 
a stoical couteni])t of riclics and power, he wai 
the same time one of the richest and most power 
men in Rome. 1 know no instance of his being 
Solent in tliat fortune, and can therefore read . 
thoughts on those subjects with the more defercn< 
I will nut give philosophy so \xx}r a l(X)k as to say 
cannot live in cutirtsj hut;! am of opinion, tlui 
Is there in the greatest eminence, when, amidst i 
aHiucnce of all the world can l)cstow, and tlie i 
dresses of a crowd who follow him for tlut reason 
man can think hoth of himseJf aiui those about hi 
abstracted from these circumstances. Such a p 
losopher is as much above an iu)ch(jritc, as a \b 
matron, who passes through the world with ini 
cence, is preferable to the nun who locks herself 
irotn it. 

Full of these tlioughts, I left my lodging, i 
took a walk to the court-end of the town j and 
hurry and busy faces I met with about Wlij 
hall, made me form to n)yself ideas of the differ 
prospects of all 1 saw, trom the turn and cast 
tlieir countenances. All, methoueht, had the la 
thing in view : but prosecuted tluir hopes witl 
ditierent air. Some showed an unbecoming cag 
ness, some a surly impatience, soitie a winning 
ference -, but the generality a servile complaisanc 

I could not but observe, as I roved about the 
fic(ts, that all who were still but in cxpectati 
luurmured at Fortune ^ and all who had obtaii 
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^heir wishes, immediately began to say, thrre was 
Ho5uch being. Each believed it an act of blind 
chance that any other man was preferred, but 
owed only to service and merit what he had ob- 
tained himself. It is the fault of studious men to 
a])j)car in public with t(X) contemplative a carriage 3 
aud I began to obser\e, that ray tigure, age, and 
dress, made me particular; for which Reason, I 
thought it better to remove a studious countenance 
from among busy ones, and take a turn with a 
friend in the Pr'ivif- garden, 

^\'hen my friend was alone with me there, 
" I^aac," said he, " I know you come abroad only 
to nif)raliz^ and make observations 3 and I will carry 
Tou hard by, where you shall see all that you have 
yourself considered or read in authors, or collected 
fnmi experience, concerning blind Fortune and irre- 
sistible Destiny, illustrated in real persons, and pro- 
per mechanisms. The Graces, the Muses, the 
Fates, 'all the beings which have a good or ill in- 
fluence upon human life, are, you will say, very 
justly figured in the persons of women 3 and where 
i am carr}'iug you, you will see enough of tliat sex 
together,- in an employment which will have so im- 
portant an effect upon those who are to receive 
their maiuifacture, as will make them be respec- 
tively called Deities or Furies, as their labour shall 
prove disadvanUgeous or successful to their vo- 
taries." Without waiting for my answer, he car- 
ried me to an apartment contiguous to the Ban- 
(^ueting- house, where there were placed at two 
long tables a large company of young women, in 
decent and agreeable habits, making up tickets for 
the lottery appointed by tlie government. There 
walked between the tables a person who presided 
over the work. This gentlewoman seemed an em- 
bk'm of Fortune} she commauiied^ as if uucou- 

VOL. ly, N 
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cerned in their business; and though every thing 
was performed' by her direction, she did not visibly 
interpose in particulars. She seemed in pain at our 
near approach to her, and most to approve us when 
we made her no advances. Her height, her mien, 
her gesture, her shape, and her countenance, Jiad 
something that spoke familiarity and dignity. She 
therefore appeared to be not only a picture of For- 
tune, but of Fortune as I liked her; which made 
me break out in the following words : 

" Madam, 
^' I am very glad to see the fate of the many, 
who now languish in expectation of what will be 
the event of your labours, in the hands-of one who 
can act with so impartial an indifference. Pardon 
me, that have often seen you before, and have lost 
you for want of the respect due to you. Let me 
beg of you, who have both the furnishing and turn- 
ing of that wheel of lots, to be unlike the rest of 
your sex ; repulse the forward and the bold, and fa- 
vour the modest and the humble. I know you fly 
the importunate ; but smile no more upon the care- 
less. Add not to the coffers of the usurer ; but give 
the power of bestowing to the generous. Continue 
his wants, who cannot enjoy or communicate 
plenty ; but turn away his poverty, who can bear it 
with more ease than he can see it in another," 

Advertisement. 

*4t* Whereas Philander signified to Clarinda> 
by letter bearing date Thursday twelve o'clock, that 
he had lost his heart by a shot from her eyes, and 
desired she would condescend lo meet him the same 
day at eight in the evening at Rosamond*s-pond ; 
faithfully protesting, tliat in case she would not do 
him that houoiu-^ she might see the body of the said 
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indcr the next day floating on tlie said lake of 
, and that he desired only three sighs upon view 
is said body ; It is desired, if he has not made 
J with himself accordingly, that he would forth- 
show himself to the coroner of the city of 
tminster ; or Clarinda, being an old oflfender, 
be found guilty of wilful murder. 



P171. SATURDAY, MAY 13, 1710. 



Alter r'txatuK de lanS Stjepe cafrinS^ 
Prcpugfiat nugii armafut " > >* 

HOR. I Ep. XVIII. 15. 

fie strives for tri^esi and for toys contends, 
hnd then in earnest, whac he says, defciids. 

Grecian Coffeehouse, May 12. 

ath happened to be for some days the delib-eratiotl 
e learnedest board in this house, whence ho- 
and title had its first original. Timoleon, who 
ry particular in his opinion, but is thought par- 
ir for no other cause but that he acts against 
aved custom by the rules of nature and reason, 
very handsome discourse gave the company to 
rstand, that in those ages which first degene- 
. from the simplicity of life and natural justice, 
vise among them tliought it necessary to inspire 
with the love of virtue, by giving those who 
red to the interests of innocence and truth some 
iguishing name to raise them above the com** 

N 2 
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mon level of mankind. This way of fjxing appel- 
lations of credit upon eminent merit, was what,gav( 
being to titles and terms of honour. " Such { 
name," continued he, " witliout the qualities whid 
should give a man pretence to be exalted abov< 
others, does but turn him to jest and ridicule 
Should one see another cudgelled, or scurvily treated 
do you think a man so used would take it kindly t( 
be called Hector or Alexander > Every thing musl 
bear a proportion with the outward value tliat is sei 
upon it^ or, instead of being long had in vene- 
ration, that very term of esteem will become a won 
of reproach.'* When Timoleon had done speaking 
Urbanus pursued the same purpose, by giving ai 
account of ihe manner in' which the Indian kings * 
who were lately in Great-Britain, did honour to th< 
person where they lodged. •' They were placed/ 
said he, " in an handsome apartment at an up 
holsterer's in King-street, Covent-garden. Tb 
man of the house, it seems, had been very obser 
vant of them, and ready in their service. Thesi 
just and generous princes, who act according to tb( 
dictates of natural justice, thought it proper to con 
fer some dignity upon their landlord before they lef 
his house. One of them had been sick during hi 
residence there, and having never before been ii 
a bed, had a very great veneration for him wh( 
made that engine ot repose, so useful and so nc 
cessary in his distress. It was consulted among tin 
four princes, by what name to dignify his grea 
merit and service^. The emperor qjf^ the Mohock 

♦ AhoQt a month bcfo'C the dat<» of ihis p^pcr, the fcwi 
Tmlian kinjjs here spoken of, c«mc int«) Engl. .ml with it-.c West 
India f)eet, i > l^e'ialf df ihe six Indrtn Dations, who at Ciu 
lime itihabiteU the hack-cotiniry of Nuih Aaieiica, b«tviei] 
lilew* England atid tlte Fitoch setUeroents in C^iuU^ 
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I the other three kings stood up, and in that pos- 
e recounted the civilities they had received ; and 
ticularly repeated the care which was taken of 
ir sick brother. This, in their imagination, who 

used to know the injuries of weather, and tlie 
issitudes of cold and heat, gave them very great 
pressioasofa skilful upholsterer, whose furniture 
8 so well contrived for their protection on such 
rasions. It is with these less instructed, I will 

say less knowing people, the manner of doing 
lour, to impose some name significant of the 
ilities of the person they distingtiish, and the 
xi offices received from him. It was therefore 
olved to call their landlord Cadaroque, which is 
J name of the strongest fort in their part of the 
rid. When they had agreed upon the name, 
J sent for their landlord ; and as he entered into 
if presence, the emperor of the JVIohocks, taking 

I by the hand, called him Cadaroaue, After 
ich, the other three princes repeated the samo 
rd and ceremony." 

rinnoleon appeared much satisfied with this ac- 
mt 5 and, having a philosophic turn, began to 
ue against the modes and manners of those 
ions which we esteem polite, and to express 
isclf with disdain at our usual method of calling 
h as are strangers to our innovations Barbarous, 
have," says he, '* so grrat a det'erenre for the 
inction given by these princes, that Cadaroque 

II be my upholsterer" He wns gning on j but 

intended discourse was interrupted by Minucio, 

o sat near him, a small philosopher, who is also 
lewhat of a politician j one of those who sets up 
knowledge by doubting, and has no other way 
making himself considerable, but by contra- 
ting all he hears said. He has, besides much 
ibt and spirit of contradiction^ a constant 6U$« 

K 3 



138 TATLER. K" 111* 

picion as to state affairs. This accomplished gen- 
tleman, with a very awful brow, aud a countenance 
full of weight, told Timoleon, ^' that it was a great 
misfortune men of letters seldom looked into the 
bottom of things. Will any man," continued he, 
" persuade me, that this was not, from the be- 
ginning to the end, a concerted affair ? Who can 
convince the world, that four kings shall come over 
here, and lie at the two Crowns and Cushion, and 
one of them fall sick, and the place he called King- 
street, and all this by mere accident ? No, no. To 
a man of very small penetration it appears, that Tet 
Yee Neen Ho Ga Row, emperor of the MohockSi 
was prepared for this adventure beforehand. I do 
not care to contradict any gentleman in his dis- 
course ; but I must say, however Sa Ga ¥1*0 th Rue 
Geth Ton and E Tow Oh Koam might be surprized 
in this matter} nevertheless. Ho Nee Yeth Taw Ac 
Roiv knew it before he set foot ou the Eugli!»l 
«hore." 

Timoleon looked stedfastly at him for som6 time; 
then shaked his head, paid for his tea, and marchec 
off. Several others, who sat round him, vicre ii 
their turns attacked by this ready disputant. A gen- 
tleman, who was at some distance, happened ii 
discourse to say it was four miles to Hammcr.^miih 
*' I must beg your pardon," says Minucio; •* wbei 
we say a place is so far off, we do not mean exactl; 
from the very spot of earth we are in, but from th' 
town where we are ; so that you must begin you 
account from the end of Piccadilly 5 and if you d 
uo, I will lay any man ten to one, it is not abov 
three good miles otf." Another, about Minudo' 
level of understanding, began to take him up in thi 
important argument; and maintained, that, con 
sidering the way from Pimlico at the end of St 
James's-park^ aud the crossing from Chelsea b 
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Earrs-court, he would stand to it, that it was tull 
four miles. But Minucio replied with g;reat vehe- 
mence, and seemed so much to have the better of 
the dispute, that his advers:iry quitted the field, as 
well as tlie other. I sat until T saw the table almost 
all vanished 3 when, for want of discourse, Mi- 
nucio asked me " How I did ?** to which I an- 
swered, '' Veiy well." '' That is very much,** 
said hej ^' I assure you, you look paler than ordi- 
nary.'* Nay, thought I, if he will not allow me to 
know whether I am well or not, there is no staying^ 
for me neither. Upon which I took my leave, pon- 
dering, as I went home, at this strange poverty of 
imagination, which makes men run into the fault 
of giving contradiction. They want in their minds 
entertainment for themselves or their company, and 
therefore build all they speak upon what is started 
by others ; and since they cannot improve that foun- 
datiqnj they strive to destroy it. The only way of 
dealihg with these people is to answer in mon'osyl- 
iabled^ or by way of question. When one of them 
tells you a thing that he thinks extraordinary, I go 
no farther than, " Say you so. Sir } Indeed ! Hey- 
day I'* or, " Is it come to that ?'* These little rules, 
which appear but silly in the repetition, have 
brought me with great tranquillity to this age. And 
I have made it an observation, that as assent Ua 
more agreeable than flattery, so contradiction la 
more odious than calumny. 

Advertisement. 

*^fr* Mr. BickerstafF's aerial messenger has 
brought him a report of what passed at the auction 
of pictures, which was in Somerset-house yard on 
Monday last ; and finds there were vo screens pre* 
sentj but all transacted with great justice. 
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N. B. All false buyers at auctions being em- 
ployed only to hide others, are from this day for- 
ward to be known in Mr. BickcrstaiF's writings by 
the word Screens. 
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S^od quis^ viteff nunquam bommi sat it 
CautuM at iu horau ■ 

HOR.xOd.XIiI. 13. 

No man c.in tell the dangers of each honri 
Nor is prcpar'd to aitei tnein.— — — 

Fro7n my own Apartment^ May f J. 

When a man is in a serious mood, and ponderf 
upon liis own make, with a retrospect to tlic actions 
of his life and the many fatal miscarriages in it, 
which he owes to ungoverned passions, he is then 
apt to say to himself, that experience has guarded 
him against such errors for the future : but nature 
often recurs in spite of .his best resolutions ; and it 
is to tlie very end of our days a struggle between 
our reason and our temper, which shall have the 
empire over us. However, this is very much to be 
helped by circumspection, and a constant alarm 
against the first onsets of passion. As this is, in 
general, a necessary care to make a man's life easy 
and agreeable to himself 5 scr it is more particularly 
the duty of such as are engaged in friendship, and 
nearer commerce with others. Those who have 
their joys, have also tbeir griefs in proportion 5 and 
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none can extremely exnlt or depress friends, but 
fricndrt. The harsh things, which come from the 
rest of the world, are received and repulsed with 
that spirit, which every honr*st man bears for his 
own vindirntion ; but unkindness, in words or 
actions, among friends, alK'ctH us at the first in- 
•taiit in the inmost recesses of our souls. Indif- 
ferent people, if I may so say, can wound us only 
in iitiicroi^eneous parts, maim us in oar legs or 
arms ; but the friend can make no pass but at the 
hen It itself. On the other side, the most impotent 
aH'^istnnce, the mere well-wishes of a friend, give* 
a man constancy and courage against the most pre- 
vailint? force of his enemies. It is here only a mnn 
enjoys and sutfers to the quick. For this reason, 
the nmst gentle behaviour is absolutely necessary to 
maintain friendship in any degree above the^ com- 
mon level of acquaintance. But there is a relation 
of life much more near than the most strict and sa- 
cred friendship^ that is to say, marriage. This 
union is of too close and delicate a nature to be ea- 
sily conceived by those who do not know that con- 
dition by experience. Here a man should, if pos« 
•ible» softeh his passions } if not for his own ease, 
in compliance to a creature formed with a mind of a 
qnite aitferent make from his own. I am sure, I 
do not mean it an injury to women, when I sajr 
there is a sort of sex in souls. I am tender of of- 
fending them, and know it is hard not to do it on 
this subject ; but I must go on to say, that the soul 
of a man, and that of a woman, are made very un- 
like, according to the employments for which they 
are designed. The ladies will please to observe, I 
lay, our minds have ditfcrent, not superior, qua- 
lities to tlieirs. The virtues have rcspectivelv a 
masculine and a feminine cast. What we call in 
Oicn wisdom, is in women prudence. It is a par« 
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tiality to call one greater than the other. A prudent 
"woman is in the same class of honour as a ivise man, 
and the scandals in the way of both are cciually dan- 
gerous. But to make this state any thing but a bur- 
den, and not hang a weight upon our very beings, 
it is proper each of the couple should frequently re- 
member, that there are many things which grow- 
out of their very natures tliat are pardonable, nay 
becoming, when considered as such, but witboot 
that reflection must give the quickest pain and vex- 
ation. To manage well a great family, is as wor- 
tliy an instance of capacity, as to execute a great 
employment : and for the generality, as women 
pt;rforra the considerable part of their duties, as 
well as men do theirs j so in their common be* 
haviour, females of ordinary genius are not more 
trivial than the common rate of men ; and, in 
my opinion, the playing df a fan is every whit 
as good an entertainment as the beating of a snuff- 
box. 

But, however I have rambled in this libertine 
manner of writing by way of Essay, I now sat down 
witii an intention to represent to my readers, how 
pernicious, how sudden, and how fatal surprizes of 
passion are to the mind of man ; and that in the 
more intimate commerces of life they are more li- 
able to arise, even in our most sedate and indolent 
hours. Occurrences of this kind have had very ter- 
rible effects } and when one reflects upon tliem, we 
cannot but tremble to consider, what we are capable 
of being wrought up to, agiiinst all tlie ties of na- 
ture, love, honour, reason, and religion, tliough 
the man who breaks through them all had, an hour 
before he did so, a lively and virtuous sense of their 
dictates. When unhappy catastrophes make up 
part of the history of princes and persons who act 
in higii spheres, or are represented in the moving 
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language and well-wrought scenes of tragedians, 
they do not tail of striking us with terror j but then 
they affect us only in a transient mani;cr, and pasji 
thvou"'h our imainnations as incidents in which our 
fortunes are too humble to be concerned, or which 
writers form for the ostentation of their own force ; 
or, at most, as things iit rather to exercise the 
powers of our minds, than to create new habits in 
tliem. Instead of such high passages, I was think- 
ing it would be of great use, if any body could hit 
it, to lay before the world such adventures as befall 
persons not exalted above the common level. This, 
methought, would better prevail upon the ordinary 
race of men 5 who are so prepossessed with out* 
ward appearances, that they mistake fortune for 
nature, and believe nothing can relate to them, 
that does not happen to such as live and look liko 
themselves. 

The unhappy end of a gentleman, whose story 
an acquaintance of mine was just now telling me, 
would be very proper for this end, if it could be re- 
lated with all the circiunstances as I heard it this 
evening ; for it touched me so much, tliat I cannot 
forbear entering upon it. 

•' Mr. Eustace, a young gentleman of a good 
estate near Dublin in Ireland, married a lady of 
youth, beauty, and modesty, and lived with her^ 
in general, with much ease and tranquillity j but 
was in his secret temper impatient of rebuke. She 
was apt' to fall into little sallies of passion; yet as 
suddenly recalled by her own reflection on her 
fault, and the consideration of her husband's tern* 
per. It happened, as he, his wife, and her sister, 
were at supper together about two months ago, 
that in the midst of a careless and familiar conver- 
sation, the sisters fell into a little warmth and con- 
tiadiction. He, who was one of that sort of men 
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who are never unconcerned at what passes befor 
them, fell into an outrageous passion on the side u 
the sister. The person about whom they dispulo 
wassso near, that diey were under no restraint froo 
running into vain repetitious of past heats : oi 
which occasion all the aggravations of anger ant 
distaste boiled up, and were repeated with the bit 
temess of exasperated lovers. ITie wife, observin] 
her husband extremely moved, began to turn it oil 
and raUy him for interposing between two people 
who from their infancy had been angiy and pleasct 
with each other every half hour. But it descendet 
deeper into his thoughts, and they broke up with . 
sullen silence. The wife immediately retired to he 
chamber, whither her husband soon after fullowtci 
When they were in bed, he soon ■ dissembled 
sleep; and she, pleased that his thoughts wt*r 
composed, fell into a real one. Their apart men 
was very distant from the rest of tlieir family, in ; 
lonely country-house. He now saw his opportu 
nity, and with a dagger he had brought to bed will 
him stabbed his wile in the side. She awaked ii 
the highest terror ; but immediately imagining i 
was a blow designed for her husband by rutiKina 
began ^o grasp him, and strove to awake and ru:x 
him to defend himself. He still prt-tcudcd hUu^l 
sleeping, and gave her a second wound. 

" She now drew open the curtain, and, by tin 
help of moon-light, saw his hand lit led up to :»ial 
her. 1'he horror disanned her from further strug 
giing ; and he, enraged anew at being discovered 
fixed his poniard in lief bosom. As soon as he be 
lievtd he had dispatched her, he attempted U 
escape out of the window ; but she, still alive 
called to liim not to hurt himself j for she migh 
live. He was so stung with the insupportable re 
flection upon her goodLcas, tnd lug ovm viUanv 
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ilhat he jumped to the bed^ and wounded her all 
over with as miich rage as if every blow was pro- 
voked by new aggravations. In this fury of mind 
he fled away. His wife had still strength to go to 
her sister's apartment, and give an account of this 
wonderful tragedy ; but died the next d.iy. Some 
weeks after, an officer of justice, in attempting to 
seize the criminal, fired upon him, ns did the cri- 
minal upon the officer. Both their balls took place^ 
and both immediately expired.** 



N^ ns. THURSDAY, MAY 18, 1710; 



Saf/entia prima eu 



Stuhitia cunusse* ■ ■■ HOR. I Ep. !• 41. 

When free from folly, we to wisdom rite* 

F&ANCll. 

Sheer- tarte. May 171 ' 

When I first began to learn to push, this last win- 
ter, 1x17 master had a great deal of work upon his 
hands to make me unlearn the postures and motions 
which I had got, by having in my younger years 
practised back-sword, with a little eye to the single 
fdlchion. Knock Down, was the word in the civil 
wars; and we generally added to this skill the 
knowledge of the Cornish hug, as well as the grap- 

fie, to play with hand and foot. By this means, 
was for defending my head when tlie French gen- 
tlonan was making a full pass at my bosom } inso- 

VOL. IV, o 
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much, that he told me I was fairly killed sevc 
times in one morning, without having done nr 
master any other mischief than one knock on tl 
pate. This was a great misfortune to me 5 and 
believe 1 may say, without vanity, I am the fir 
who ever pushed so erroneously, and yet conquen 
the prejudice of education so well, as to make n: 
passes so clear, and recover hand and foot with thi 
agility as I do at this day. The truth of it is, tli 
first rudiments of education are given very indi! 
erectly by most parents, as much with relation 1 
tlie more Important concerns of the mind, as in tt 
gestures of the body. Whatever children are d( 
signed for, and whatever prospects the fortune < 
interest of their parents may give them in their ft 
lure lives, they are all promiscuously instructed tl 
same way ; and Horace and Virgil must be thmnbe 
by a boy, as well before he goes to an apprentici 
ship, as to the university. This ridiculous wa 
of treating the under-aged of this island has tci 
often raised both my sj^leen and mirth, but I thin 
never both at once so much as to-day. A good nK 
tlier of our neighbourhood fnade me a visit with h< 
son and heir ; a lad somewhat above five feet, an 
wants but little of the height and strength of a goo 
musqueteer in any regiment in the senice, H« 
business was to desire 1 would examine him ; for J 
was far gone in a book, the first letters of whic 
she often saw in my papers. The youth produced tl 
and I found it was my friend Horace, It was vcr 
easy to turn to the place the boy was learning k 
which was tlie fifth Ode of the first book, t 
Pyrrlia. I read it over aloud, as well because I an 
always delighted when I turn to the beautiful part 
of that autliur> as also to gain time for considering 
little how to kefsp up the mother's pleasure in Sc 
child, which 1 thought barbarity to intemipt. I: 
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the first place I asked him, ^^ Who this same 
Pyrrha was ?" He answered very readily, " She 
was the wife of Pyrrhus, one of Alexander's cap- 
tains.** I lifted up my hands. The mother court- 
sies— " Nay," says she,—*' I knew you would stand 
in admiration — I assure you," continued she, " for 
all he looks so tall, he is but very young. Pray ask 
him some more 3 never spare him." With that I 
took the liberty to ask him, '* what was the cha- 
racter of this gentlewoman ?" He read the three 
first verses \ 

^ui» mulia gracilis ft fuer in rosa 
Perfusta liquidis urge/ odorihus 

GtatOf Pyrrba, sub antro f HOR. f Od. V. f . 

And very gravely told me, she lived at the sign of 

. The Rose in a cellar. I took care to be very much 
astonished at the lad's improvements ; but withal 
advised her, as soon as possible, to take him from 

.school, for he could learn no more there. This very 
sulj dialogue was a lively image of the impertinent 
xxiethod used^ in breeding boys without genius or 
spirit to the reading things for which their heads 
were never framed. But this is the natural effect of 
a certain vanity in the minds of parents'5 who are 
wonderfully delighted with the thought of bFeeding 

. their children to accomplishments, which they be- 
lieve nothing, but want of the same care in their 
own fathers, prevented them from being masters 
of. Thus it is, that the part of life most fit for 
improvement is generally employed in a method 
against the bent of nature ; and a lad of such parts 
as are fit for an occupation, where there can be no 
calls out of the beaten path, is two or three years of 
his time wholly taken up in knowing, how well 
Ovid's mistress became such a dress ; how such a 

.nyixiph for lier cruelty was changed into such an 

o 2 
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animal -, and how it is made generous in JEnesi 
put Tumus to death : gaHantiies that can no t 
come within the occurrences of the lives of ordii 
men^ than they can be relished by their iniag 
tions. However^ still the humour goes on ^pa 
generation to another ; and the pastiy-cook hei 
the lane^ the other nighty told nie^ " he would 
yet take away his son from his learning j but ha 
solved^ as soon as he had a little snoatterinj 
the Greeks to put him apprentice to a soap-bol 
These wrong beginnings determine our succe 
the world 5 and when our thoughts are origij 
falsely biassed^ their agility and force do but c 
us the further out of our way, in proportion to 
speed. But we are halfway our journey, whei 
have got into the right road* It all our dayg ' 
usefully employed, and we did not set out im 
tinently^ we should not have so many grotesque 
fessors in all the arts of life i but every man w 
be in a proper and becoiping method of distingi 
ing or entertaining himselfT suitably tp what nt 
designed him. As they go on now, our parent 
not only force us upon what is against our tali 
but our teachers are also as injudicious in what 
put us to learn. I have hardly ever since sufi 
8Q mii(:h by the charms of any beauty, as I 
before I had a sense of passion, for not ap 
bending that the smile of Lalage was what pic 
Horace 3 and I verily believe, the stripes I 
fered about Digito male pertinaci has given me 
irreconcileable aversion, which I shall carry to 
grave, against coquettes. 

As for the elegant writer of whom I am tall 
his excellencies are to be observed as they relat 
the different concerns of his life ; and he is al' 
to be looked upon as a lover, a courtier, or a 
pf wit. His admirable Odes have nuiuberless 



K' 173- TATLER. 149 

• 

stances of his merit in each of these characters. 
His Epistles and Satires are full of proper notices 
for the cpnduct of life in a court ; and what we call 
good- breeding, is most agreeably intermixed with 
ais morality. His addresses to the persons who fa-! 
Voured him^ are so inimitably engaging, that Au-! 
gustus complained of him for so seldom writing to 
him, and asked him^ *^ whether he was afraid pos-* 
tcrity should read their names together ?'* Now for 
the generality of men to spend much time in such 
writmgs is as pleasant a folly as any he ridicules, 
Whatever the crowd of scholars may pretend, if 
their way of life, or their own imaginations, do not 
lead them to a taste of him, they may read, nay 
write, fifty volumes upon him, and be just as they 
were when they began. I remember to have heard 
a great painter say, *' There are certain faces for 
certain painters, as well as pertain subjects for cer- 
tain poets.*' This is 9s true in the choice of 
studies j and no one will ever relish an author tho- 
roughly well, who would not have been fit company 
for that author, had they lived at the same timq. 
All others arcf mechanics in learning, and take the 
f^entiroents of write^rs like waiting-servants who re- 
port what passed at their master's table ; but debase 
pvery thought and expression, fpr want of the a^ 
^(^ which they were uttered. 



* 3 
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N° 174. SATURDAY, MAY 20, 4710. 



^em mala stultitia, aut qudteunqtie imeitia nferl^ 

Cacumagit, inuinum Cbryiipfi forticus^ ^ grex 

j^utumat, 

HOR. 2 Sat. iiL 43. 

'Whom vicioos passions, or whom falsel^ood, blindy 
Are by the Sioics belU of maddiog kiiuk 

F&ANCIS* 

From my own Apartment, May 19* 

The learned Scotus^ to distinguish the race of roaO' 
kind^ gives every individual of that species what bi 
calls a Seity, something peculiar to himself^ whid 
makes him different from all other persons in tb 
world. This particularity renders him either vencr 
able or ridiculous^ according as he uses his talents 
which always grow out into faults^ or improve int 
virtues. In the office I have undertaken, you arc t 
observe, that I have hitherto presented only th* 
more insignificant and lazy part of mankind unde 
the denomination of dead men, together with th 
degrees towards non-existence, in which others cai 
neither be said to live or be defunct ^ but are onl 
animals merely dressed up like men, and differ fror 
each other but as fiies do by a little colouring or flut 
tering of their wings. Now as our discourses here 
tofore have chiefly regarded the indolent part of th 
species, it remains that we do justice also upon th 
impertinently active and enterprising. Such as thes 
I shall take particular care to place in safe custodj 
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and have used all possible diligence to tun up my 
edifice in Moorfields for tliat service. 

We, who are adepts in astrology, can impute it 
.to several causes in the planets, that this quarter of 
our great city is the region of such persons as either 
never had, or have lost the use of reason. It has in- 
deed been, time out of mind, the reception of fools 
as well as madmen. The care and information of 
the former I assign to other learned men, who have 
for that end taken up their habitation in those parts; 
as, among others, to the famous Dr. Trotter, and 
my ingenious - friend Dr. Langham. These oracu- 
lous proficients are day and night employed in deep 
searches, for the direction of such as run astray after 
their lost goods : but at present they are more par- 
ticularly serviceable to their country, in foretelling 
the fate of such as have chances in the public lot- 
tery. Dr. Langham shews a peculiar generosity on 
this occasion, taking only one half-crown for a pre- 
diction, eighteen-pence of which to be paid out of 
the prizes ; which method the doctor is willing to 
comply with in favour of every adventurer in the 
whole lottery. Leaving therefore the whole gene- 
jration of such inquirers to such Literati as I have 
now mentioned, we are to proceed towards peopling 
our house, which we have erected with the greatest 
cost and care imaginable. 

It is necessary in this place to premise, that the 
superiority and force of mind which is born with men 
of great genius, and which, when it falls in with a 
noble imagination, is called poetical fury, does not 
come under my consideration; but the pretence to 
' such an impulse, without natural warmth, shall be 
allowed a fit object of this charity; and all the vo* 
lames, written by such hands, shall be from time to 
time placed in proper order upon the rails of the un- 
housed hooksellers within the district of the coUege,, 
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who have long inhabited this quarter, in the same 
iKianner as they are already disposed, soon after the 
publication. 1 promise myself from these writings 
my best opiates for those patients, whose high imagi<: 
nations and hot spirits have awaked them into disr 
traction. Their boiling tempers arc not to be 
wrought upon by my gruels and juleps, but must ever 
be employed, or appear to be so; or their recovery 
will be impracticable. I shall therefore make use 6i 
such poets as preserve so constant a mediocrity, as 
never to elevate the mind into joy, or depress it intq 
sadness, yet at the same time keep the faculties of 
file readers in suspense, though they introduce oq 
ideas of their own. By this means, a disordered 
mind, like a broken limb, will recover its strength 
by tlie sole benefit of being out of use, and lying 
without motion. But, as reading is not an enter-- 
tainment that can take up the full time of my pa-? 
tients, I have now in pension a proportionable num- 
ber of story-tellers, who are by turns to walk about 
the galleries of the house, and by their narrations se- 
cond the labours of <my pretty good poets. There are 
among these story-tellers, some that have so earnest 
countenances, and weighty brows, that they will 
draw a madman, even when his lit is just coming 
on, into a whisper; and by the force pf shrugs, nods, 
and busy gestures, make him stand amazed so long, 
as that we have time to give him his broth with- 
out danger. 

But, as fortune has the possession of mens minds, 
a physician may cure all the sick people of ordinary 
degree in the whole town, and never come into re- 
putation. J shall therefore begin with persons of 
condition ; and the first I shall undertake shall be the 
lady Fidget, the general visitant, and Will Voluble, 
^le fine talker. These persons shall be first locked 
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if for the peace of all whom the one visits^ and all 
bom the other talks to. 

The passion^ that first touched the brain of both 
ese persons^ was envy j which has had such won- 
ous eflfects^ that to this lady Fidget owes that she 
so courteous} to this. Will Voluble that he is ap 
jquent. Fidget has a restless torment in hearing 
any oae!s prosperity 5 and cannot know any quiet 
itii she visits her, and is eye-witness of something 
at lessens it. Thus her life is a continual search 
ter what doe# not concern her 5 and her corapanj- 
is speal^ kindly even of the absent and the unfor-i 
nate, to teaze her. She was the first that visited 
la^a after the small-pox, and has never seen her 
ice because she is not altered. Call a young woman 
mdsome in her company, and she tells yoi|, it is pity 
ic has no fprtune ; say she is rich, and she is as sor^ 
' that she is silly. With all this ill-nature, Fidget 
herself young, rich> and handsome ; but loses the 
easure of all those qualities, because she has them 
I common with others. 

To make up h^r misery, sbp is well bred ; she 
sars comniendations, until she is ready to faint for 
^ant of venting herself i|i contradictions. Thjs 
ladness is not expressed by the voice ; but is utter- 
iin the eves and features; its first syrnptom is, up- 
a beholdmg an agreeable object, a sudden appro- 
aition immediately checked witli dislike. 
This lady I shall taHe the liberty to conduct into 
bed of straw and darki^ess; and have some hopes, 
lat, after long absence fi'pm the light, the pleasure 
f seeing at ajl, may reconcile her. to what she shall 
56, though it proves to be never so agrceablt^. 
My physical remarks on the distraction of envy in 
ther persons, and particularly in Will Volubl.'^, is 
iterrupted by a visit from Mr. Kidney, with advices 
ijich \vill bring matter of new disturbance to mar^y 
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possessed with this sort of disorder^ which I sha 
publish to bring out the symptoms more kindly^ an 
lay the distemper more open to my view. 

Si. Jaines*s Coffee-housey May 19. 

This evening a mail from Holland brought tl 
following advices: 

From the Camp before Douay^ May 26, N, t 

On the twenty- third the French assembled the 
army, and encamped with their right near Bouchaii 
and their left near Crevecceur. Upon this motion < 
the enemy, the duke of Marlborough and prim 
Eugene made a movement with their army on tl 
twenty- fourth, and encamped from Arlieux to Viti 
and Isez Esquerchien, where they are so advantag< 
ously posted, tliat they not only cover the siege, « 
cure our convoys of provisions, forage, and ammi 
nition> from Lisle and Tournay, and the canals an 
dikes we have made to turn the water of the Scai 
and La Cense to Bouchaiuj but are in readiness, I 
marching from the right, to possess themselves > 
the field of battle marked out betwixt Vitry ai 
Montigny, or from the left to gain the lines of ci 
cumvallation betwixt Fierin and Dechy : so th 
whatever way the enemy shall approach to attai 
us, whetlier by the plains of Lens, or by Boucha' 
and Valenciennes, we have but a very small mov 
ment to make, to possess ourselves of the ground ( 
which it will be most advantageous to receive ther 
The enemy marched this morning from their lei 
and are encamped with their right at Oisy, and th« 
left toward Arras, and, according to our advice 
will pass tlie Scarp to-morrow, and enter on tl 
plains of Lens, though several regiments of horse, tl 
German and Liege troops, which are destined 
compose part of their army, have not yet joined ther 
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If they pass the Scarp, we shall do the like at the 
same time, to possess ourselves with all possible ad- 
vantage of th» field of battle : but if they continue 
where they are, we shall not remove, because in our 
present station we sufficiently cover from all insults 
both oar siege and convoys. 

Monsieur Villars cannot yet go without crutches, 
and it is believed will have much difficulty to ride. 
He and the duke of Berwick are to command the 
French army, the rest of the marshals being only to 
assist in council. 

Last night we entirely perfected four bridges over 
the Avant Fosse at both attacks ; and our saps are so 
far advanced, that in tliree or four days, batteries 
will be raised on the Glacis, to batter in breach both 
the outworks and ramparts of the town. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-seventh, 
N.S. say. That the deputies of the states of Holland, 
who set out for Gertruydenburg^ on the twenty- third, 
to renew the conferences with the French ministers, 
returned on the twenty-sixth, and had communicated 
to the States-general the new overtures that were 
made on tlie part of France, which, it is believed, 
if thqy are in earnest, may produce a general treaty. 



s 
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from my own Apartment^ May 22, 

Ik the distribution of the apartments in the New^ 
Bedlam, proper regard is had to the diffisrent sexes, 

and the Io4giog8 accommodsited 9ccordm Among 
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other necessaries^ as I have thought fit to appoinl 
6tory-tellers to soothe the meD^ so I have allowed 
tale-bearers to indulge the intervals of jpy female pa- 
tients. But before I enter upon disposing of the mail 
of the great body that wants my assistantc!> it is ne- 
cessary to consider the human race abstracted ttoa 
all other distinctions and considerations except tha 
of sex. This will lead us to a nearer view of thei 
excellencies and imperfections^ which are to be ac 
counted, the one or the other, as they are suitabli 
to the desigti fbf which the person so defective o 
accomplished came into the world. 

To make this inquiry aright, we must speak of th 
life of people of condition ; and the proportionabl 
applications to those below them will be easily made 
so as to value the whole species by the same mk 
We will begin with the woman, and behold her t 
a virgin in her father*s house* This state of her lii 
is infinitely more delightful than that of her brotfac 
at the same age. While she is entertained with learn 
ing melodious airs at her spinnet, is led round 
room in the most complaisant manner to a fiddle, c 
is entertained with applauses of her beauty and pei 
fection in the ordinary conversation she meets with 
the young man is under the dictates of a rigid schoo 
master or instructor, contradicted in every word h 
speaiss, and curbed in all the inclinations he discc 
vers. Mrs. Elizabeth is the object of desire and ac 
miration, looked upon with delight, courted with a 
the powers of eloquence and address, approache 
with a certain worship, and defended with a certai 
loyalty. This is her case as to the world. In h< 
domestic character, she is the companion, the friem 
and confident of her mother, and the object of a plei 
sure, something like the love between angels, to hi 
father. Her youth, her beauty, her air, are t>y hi] 
looked upon with an ineffable transport beyond ai 
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Other joy in this life, with as much purity as can be 
met with in the next. 

Her brother William, at the same years, is but in 
the iiidimetits of those acquisitions which must gain 
him. esteem in the world. His heart beats for ap- 
plause among men 5 yet he is fearful of every step 
towards it. If he proposes to himself to make a fi- 
.^re in the world, his youth is damped with the pros- 
pect of difficulties,^ dangers, and dishonours -, and 
an opposition in all generous attempts, whether they 
regard his love or his ambition. 

In the next stage of life, she has little else to do, 
but (what she is accomplished for by the mere gifts 
of nature) to appear lovely and agreeable to her luis- 
bfind, tender to her children, and affable to her ser- 
vants. But a man when he enters into this way, is 
but in the first scene, far firom the accomplishment 
of his design. He is now in all things to act for 
otliers as well as himself. He is to have industry 
and frugality in his private afHiirs, and integrity and 
address in public. To these qualities, he must add 
a courage and resolution to support his other abilities, 
lest lie be interrupted in the prosecution of his just 
endeavours, in which the honour and interest of his 
posterity are as much concerned as his own personal 
welfare. 

This little sketch may, in some measure, give an 
idea of the ditferent parts which the sexes have to 
ac^, and the advantageous as well as inconvenient 
terms on which they are to enter upon their several 
parts of hfe^ This may also be some rule to us in 
the examination of their conduct. In short, I shall 
take it for a maxim, tliat a woman who resigns the 
purpose of being pleasing, and the man who gives 
up the thoughts of being wise, do equally quit their 
claim to the true causes of living; and are to be *al« 
VOL. IT. :r 
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lowed the diet and discipline of my charitable stn 
ture, to reduce them to reason. 

On the other side, the woman who hopes to pl« 
by methods which should make her odioug, and I 
man who would be thought wise by a behavic 
that renders him ridiculous, are to be taken ii 
custody for their false industry^ as justly as tl 
ought for their negligence. 

N. B. Mr. BickerstafF is taken extremely 
with the tooth-ache^ and cannot proceed in t 
discourse. 

St, James's Coffee-house, May 2a. 

Advices from Flanders of the 30th instant, N. 
say. That the duke of Marlborough, having inte 
gence of the enemy*s passing the Scarp on the % 
in the evening, and their march towards the pis 
of Lens, had put the confederate army in mod 
which was advancing towards the camp on thenc 
side of that river between Vitry and Henin-Leitf 
The confederates, since the approach of the cna 
have added sevend new redoubts to their camp, j 
drawn the cannon out of the lines of circumvallal 
in a readiness for the batteries. 

It is not believed, notwithstanding these appi 
ances, that the enemy will hazard a battle for 
relief of Douay ; the siege of which place is car 
on with all the success that can be expected, ca 
dering the difficulties they meet with occasioned 
the inundations. On the a 8th at night we ma< 
lodgment on the saliant angle of the glacis of the 
cond counterscarp, and our approaches are so far 
vanced, that it is believed the town will be obli 
to surrender before the 8th of the next montb. 
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V!*n6. THURSDAY, MAY 25, 1710. 



HtUmm mmtm ahetif u sit frutUntia, 

JUV. Sat. x» 365^ 

Whoe'er takes Phidence for his guard and guide, 
Eog^es ev^ry goardiaii betide. 

From my own Apartment^ May 2J. 

This evening, after a little ease from the raging paiii 
caused bv so small an organ as an aching tooth (un- 
der which I have behaved myself so ill as to have broke 
two pipes and my spectacles) I began to reflect with 
admiration on those heroic spirits, which in the con* 
duct of their lives seem to live so much above the 
condition of our make^ as not only under the ago* 
vies of pain to forbear any intemperate word or ges- 
toie, but also in their general and ordinary behaviour, 
lo resist the impulses of their very blood and consti- 
todon. This watch over a man's self, and the corn- 
Band of his temper, I take to be the greatest of hu- 
man perfections, and is the efiect of a strong and 
leaolute mind. It is not only the most expedient 
practice for carrying on our own designs j but is also 
fery deservedly the most amiable quality in the sight 
cf others. It is a winning deference to mankind, 
vhich creates an immediate imitation of itself when* 
ever it appears ; and prevails upon all, who have to 
do with a person endued with it, either through 
shame or emulation. I do not know how to express 
this habit of mind, except you will let me call it 
Equanimi^. It is a virtue which is necessary at 

p 2 
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every hour, in every place, and in all conversations i 
and it is the effect of a regular and exact prudence. 
He that will look back upon all the acquaintances 
he has had in his whole life, will find, he has seen 
more men capable of the greatest employments and 
performances, than such as -could, in the general 
bent of their carriage, act otherwise than according 
to their own complexion and humour. But the in- 
dulgence- of ourselves, in wholly giving way to our 
natural propensity, is so unjust and improper a li- 
cence, that when people take it up, there is but very 
little difference, with relation to their friends and 
families, whether they are good or ill-natured men : 
for he that errs by being wrought upon by what wc 
call tjie sweetness of his temper, is as guilty as he that 
offends through the perverseness of it. 

It is not therefore to be regarded what men arc in 
themselves, but what they are In their actions. Eu- 
crates is the best-natured of all men ; but that natu- 
ral softness }ias effects quite contrary to itself; and 
for want of due bounds to his benevolence, whild 
he }ias a will to be a friend to all, he has the power 
of being such to none, His constant inclination to 
please, makes him never fail of doing so^ though, 
without being capable of falsehood, he is a friend only 
to those who are present; for the same humour, 
which makes him the best companion, renders him 
the worst correspondent. It is a melancholy thing 
to consider, that the most engaging sort of men in 
conversation, are frequently the most tyrannical in 
power, and the least to be depended upon in friend- 
ship. It IS certain this is not to be imputed to their 
own disposition ', but he, that is to be led by others, 
has only good luck if he is not the worst, though in 
Jiimself the best, man living. For this reason, we 
are no more wholly to indulge our good than our ill 
fiisposi lions. I remember a crafty old at, one day 
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speaking of a well-natured young fellow, who set 
up with a good stock in Lombard- street; " I will," 
says be, "lay no more money in his hands; for he 
never denied me any thing." This was a very base, 
but with him a prudential, reason for breaking off 
commerce : and this acquaintance of mine earned 
this way of judging so far, that he has often told me, 
" he never cared to deal with a man he liked ; for 
that our affections must never enter into our bu« 
siness.*' 

When we look round us in this populous city, 
and consider how credit and esteem are lodged, you 
find men have a great share of the former, without 
the least poition of the latter. He, who knows him- 
self for a beast of prey, looks upon others in the same 
light 5 and we are so apt to judge of others by our- 
selves, that the man who has no mercy, is as careful 
IS possible never to want it. Hence it is, that in 
many instances men gain credit by the veiy contrary 
methods by which mey do esteem ; for wary tra- 
ders think every affection of the mind a key to their 
cash. 

But what led me into this discourse, was my im- 
patience of pain ; and I have, to my great disgrace, 
seen an instance of the contrary caniage in so high 
a degree, that I am out of countenance that I ever 
read Seneca. When I look upon the conduct of 
others in such occurrences, as well as behold their 
tquanimih/ in the general tenor of their life, it very 
mach abates the self-love, which is seldom weft 
governed by any sort of men, and least of all by us 
latbors. 

The fortitude of a man, who brings hig will to tlie 
obedience of his reason, is conspicuous, and carries 
with it a dignity in the lowest state imaginable. Poor 
Martins, who now lirs languishing in the most vio- 
leut fever, discovers in the faintest moments of \^ 

? 3 
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distemper such a greatness of mind, that a pei 
stranger^ who should now behold him, would in 
tee an object of pity, but at the same time, tl: 
was lately an object of veneration. His gallant s 
resigns, but resigns with an air that speaks a i 
lution which could yield to nothing but fstts it 
This is conquest in the {^ilosophic sense 3 but 
empire over ourselves is, methinks, no less laui 
in common life, where the whole tenor of a o 
carriage is in subservience to his own reason, ai 
conformity both to the good sense and indinatic 
other men. 

Arist^eus is, in my o^nnion, a perfect masti 

himself in all circumstances. He has all the i 

that man can have 3 and yet is as regular in hi 

haviour as a mere machine. He is sensiUe of < 

passion, but ruffled by none. In conversatioi 

frequently seems to be less knowing to be more c 

ing, and dmses to be on a level with others, i 

than oppress with the superiority of his genius 

frrendship, he is kind without profession. In 

ness, expeditious widiout ostentation. Witl 

greatest softness and benevolence imaginable, 

impardal in spite of all importunity, even that ' 

own good-nature. He is ever clear in his judge 

but in complaisance to his company speaks 

doubt} and never shews confidence in argui 

but to support the sense of another. Were su( 

equality of mind the general endeavour of all 

how sweet would be the pleasures of ccmversa 

He that is loud would then understand, thi 

ought to call a constable 3 and know, that sp 

good company is the most heinous way of bw 

the peace. We should then be relieved from 

zealots in society, who take upon them to be 

for all the company, and quarrel with the i;« 

to shew they have no ]:cspegt for any body eke 
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xoom. To be in a rage before yon is, in a kind, 
being angry with you. You may as well stand nak- 
ed before company, as to use such familianties -, and 
to be careless of what you say is the most clownish 
waj of being undressed. 

SheeT'lane, May 24. 

When I came home this evening, I found the 
following letters ; and because I think oue a very 
good answer to the other, as well as that it is the 
a&ir of a -young lady, it must bq immediately 
cEamiased* 

'^ Sir, 
^ I have a good fortune, partly paternal, and 
partly acquired. My younger years I spent in bu- 
nnessj but, age coming on, and having no more 
children than one daughter, I resolved to be a slave 
so longer : and accordingly, I have disposed of my 
effects, placed my money in the funds, bought a 
pretty seat in a pleasant country, am making a gar- 
den, and have set up a pack of little beagles. I live 
91 the midst of a gcod many well-bred neighbours, 
and several well- tempered clergymen. Against a 
niny day, I have a little librar)' ; and against the 
fout in my stomach, a little good claret. With all 
tnis I am the miserablest man in the world 5 not that 
I have lost the relish of any of these pleasures, but 
am distracted with such a q^ultiplicity of entertain'* 
ing objects, that I am lost in the variety. I am ia 
aoch a hurry of idleness, that I do not know with 
what diversion to begin. Therefore, Sir, I must 
keg the favour of you, when your more weighty af« 
fiurs wUl permit, to put me in some method of do« 
iog nothing $ for I find Pliny makes a great differ- 
ence betwixt nihil agere and* agere nihil ; and I fancy, 
itjaa would explain him^ you would do a very greM; 
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kindness to many in Qreat-Britnin, as well as toyocu 

bumble servant^ 

'' Sir, 
*' The inclosed is written by my father in one of 
his pleasant humours. He bids me seal it up, and 
send you a word or two from myself ^ which he 
would not desire to see until he hears of it from you. 
Desire him, before he begins his method of doing 
nothing, to leave nothing to do ) that is to say^ Id 
Jiim marry off his daughter. 

" I am your eentle reader, 
^ *' S. B.- 



ISPni. SATURDAY, MAY 27, ma. 

■ Male si fafpexif recahitrat undique tuiui. 

HOR, 1. 5at. it. i«. 

He spurns the flatterer^ suid his saocy praise 

FaAveifc 

Sheet' lane, May a 6. 

The ingenious Mr. Penkethman, the comedian> hti 
lately left here a paper or ticket, to which is affixed 
a small silver medal, which is to entitle the bearei 
to see one-and- twenty plays at his theatre for a gui- 
nea. Greenwich is the place where, it seems, he hai 
erected his house -, and nis time of action is to be sc 
coatrived^ that it is to fail in with going and returO' 
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ing with the tide. Besides that> the bearer of this 
ticket may carry down with him a particular set of 
company to the play» striking off for each person so 
introduced one of his twenty-onetimes of admittance. 
In this warrant of his, he has made me a high com« 
pliment in a facetious distich, by way of dedication 
of his endeavours, and desires I would recommend 
them to the world. I must needs sav, I have not for 
some time seen a properer choice than he has made 
of a patron. Who more fit to publish his work hcin 
a Novelist ? who to recommend it than a Censor ? 
This honour done me, has made me turn my thoughts 
upon the nature of dedications in general, and the 
abuse of that custom, as well by a long practice of 
my predecessors, as the continued folly of my con- 
temporary authors. 

In ancient times, it was the custom to address their 
works to some persons eminent for their merit to 
mankind, or particular patronage of the writers 
themselves, or knowledge in the matter of which 
they treated. Under these regards, it was a memo- 
rable honour to both parties, and a very agreeable 
record of their commerce with each other. These 
applications were never stuffed with impertinent 
praises, but were the native product of their esteem ; 
which was implicitly received, or generally known 
to be due to the patron of the work : but vain flour- 
ishes came into the world, with other barbarous em- 
bellishments ; and the enumeration of titles and great 
actions, in the patrons themselves, or their sires, are 
^ as foreign to the matter in hand, as the ornaments 
are in a Gothic building. This is clapping together 
persons which have no manner of alliance; and can 
for that reason have no other effect than making 
both parties justly ridiculous. What pretence is 
there m nature for me to write to a great man, and 
tell him, '* My lord, because your grace is a duke. 
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your grace*s father before yoa was an eaii, 
stup's father Mras a baron^ «id his iordshi| 
bom a wise a«d a rich man : I Isaac Bidce 
obliged^ and could not possibly forbear a< 
to you the following treatise.'* Hxxigh d 
plain ezpoflttion of all I could possibly sa 
with a good conscience, yet the silly custo 
tiniversaBy prevailed, that my lord duke an 
necessarily be particular frie^ids from this i 
ward; .or dse I have just room for being dl 
and m^ turn my panegyric into a libel, fiu 
this amir still moce home^ were it grac 
praises in dedications were proper topics, ^ 
that gives a man authority to conunend, 
makes it a favour to me that he does comm 
It IS certain, that there is no praise vain 
from the praise- woirdiy. Were it otherwis 
might be as much in the same hands, y 

food and evil of fame laid upon a level amo 
ind, the jud^e on the bench, and the cr 
the bar, would differ only in dieir stations 
one's word is to pass as much as the othei 
reputation would be much alike to the jury, 
apeaking of the death of Martial, expresses 
with great gratitude to him, for the bono 
faim in the writings of that author; but he 
with an account of his character, which oi 
the applause valuable. He indeed in the san 
says, ** It is a sign we have left off doing thin 
deserve praise, when we think commendatio 
tinent*** This is asserted with a just regard to 
sons whose good opinion we wish for; othei 
putation would be valued according to the 
of voices a man has for it, which are not a 
be insured on the more virtuous side. But 
we pretend to model these nice affairs, t] 
will never attend any thing but truth; anc 
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something so peculiar in it^ that the very self-same 
actioDy done by different men, cannot merit the 
WBOuer degree of applause. The Roman, who ^as 
nspidzea in the eneo^y's camp before he had accon^ 
plished hi» design, and thrust his bare arm into a 
Planing ^e, teSing the general, there were many 
a» determined as himself, who, against sense of dan^ 
gftr, bad coaspired his death, wrought in the very 
enemy aa admiration of his fortitude, and a dismis* 
f iios with applause. But the condbmned slave who» 
lepresented him in the theatre, and consumed his 
arm in the same manner, with the same resolution^ 
ikd not f aise in the spectators a great idea of his vir« 
toe, but of him whom he imitated in an action na 
way differing from that of the real Scsvola, but in 
Ihe motive to it. 

Thus true glory is inseparable from true merit ; 
and whatever you call men, they are no more than 
w&at they are in themselves; but a romantic sense 
ls» crept into the minds of the generality, who will 
cner mistake words and appearances for persons and 
thing». 

The simplicity of the ancients was as conspicuous 
i^ the address of their writings, as in any other mo* 
BBments they have left behind them. Caesar am) 
Augustus were much mere high words of respect^ 
wben added to occasions fit for their characters to« 
appear in> than any appellations which have ever 
lieen since thought of. The latter c^ these great 
waen Itad a very pleasant way of dealing with appli* 
cations of this kind. When he received pieces of 
poetry whidi he thought had worth in them, he re-> 
warded the writer j, but where he thought them 
empty,, he generally returned the compliment mad^ 
hhn with some verses of his own. 

Thi& latter method I have at present occa^sion ta 
iotttate. A female author has dedicated a piece to 
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me, wherein she would make my name> as she h 
others, the introduction of whatever is to follow 
her book ; and has spoke some panegyrical tluD 
which I know not how to return, for want of betl 
acquaintance with the lady, and consequently bdi 
out of a capacity of giving her praise or blarney i 
therefore that is left for me, according to the foi 
going rules, is to lay the picture of a good and c 
woman before her eyes, which are but mere wor 
if they do not concern her. Now you are to observ 
the way in a dedication is, to make all the rest 
the world as little like the person we address to 
possible, according to the following epistle: 

Madam, 

But M 



■ Memorahile nullum 

Ftnmifum in faaa est,'~-^ 
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Sheer-lane, May 2g. 

When we look into the delightful liistory of ti 
most ingenious Don Quixote of la Mancha, and coi 
sider the exercises and manner of life of that renow: 
ed gentleman, we cannot but admire the exqnisi 
genius and discerning spirit of Michael Cenantc 
who has not only painted his adventurer with gre 
mastery in the conspicuous parts of his story, wbi* 
relate to love and honour 5 but also intimated in 1 
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ordinary Yxfe, in his (Economy and furniture, Ibe in- 
fallible symptoms he gave of his growing phreftty, 
before he declared himself a Knight Errant. Hib 
hall was furnished with old lances, halberds, and 
raiorions; his food, lentils ^ his dress, amorous. He 
slept moderately, rose early, and spent his time in 
hunting. When by watchfulness and exercise he 
was thus qualified for the hardships of his intended 
peregrinations, he had nothing more to do but to fall 
hard to study j and before he should apply himself 
to the practical part, get into the methods of mak- 
ing love and war by reading books of knighthood. 
As for raising tender passions in him, Cervantes re- 
ports, that he was wonderfully delighted with a 
smooth intricate sentence 5 and when they listened 
at his study-door, tliey could frequently hear him 
read aloud, "The reason of the unreasonableness, 
which against my reason is wrought, doth so weaken 
my reason, as with all reason I do justly complain of 
your beauty." Again, he would pause until he came 
to another charming sentence, and, with the most 
pleasing accent imaginable, be loud at a new para- 
graph: "The high heavens, which, with your 
divinity, do fortify you divinely with the stars, make 
you deserveress of tlie deserts that vour Greatness 
deserves." With these and other such passages, says 
my author, the poor gentleman grew distracted, and 
was breaking his brains day and night to understand 
and unravel their sense. 

As much as the case of this distempered knight 
is received by all the readers of his history as the 
most incurable and ridiculous of all phrensies; it is 
very certain, we have crouds among us far gone in 
as visible a madness as his, though they are not ob- 
served to be in that condition. As great and useful 
discoveries are sometimes made by accidental and 
small beginnings, I came to the knowledge of the 

VOL. IV. o 
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most epidemic ill of this sort, by falling into a coi 
house, where 1 saw my friend the upholsterer, wl 
crack towards politics I have heretofore mentioi 
This touch in the brain of the British subject, : 
certainly owing to the reading of news-papen 
that of the Spanish worthy above-mentioned tc 
reading of works of chivalry. My contempon 
the novelists have, for the better spinning out p 
graphs, and working down to the end of their 
lumns, a most happy art in saying and unsaying, 
ing hints of intelligence, and interpretations of ii; 
ferent actions, to the great disturbance of the bi 
of ordinary readers. This way of going on in 
words, and making no prepress in the sense, is c 
particularly the excellency of the most ingen 
and renowned fellow-labourer, the Post-man ; 
it is to this talent in him that I impute the lot 
my upholsterer's intellects. That unfortunate tra 
jnan has, for years past, been the chief orato 
ragged assemblies, and the reader in alley col 
houses. He was yesterday surrounded by an a 
ence of that sort, among whom I sat unobser 
through the favour of a cloud of tobacco, and 
hira with the Post-man in his hand, and all the c 
papers safe under his elbow. He was intermi 
remarks, and reading the Paris article of May 
thirtieth, which says, "That it is given out tha 
express arrived this day with advice, tliat the an 
were so near in the plain of Lens, that they cam 
aded each other." "Ay, ay, here we shall 1 
sport." " And that it was highly probable the : 
express would bring us an account of an eng 
ment." " They are welcome, as soon as they pies 
*' Though some others say, that the same will be 
off until tlie second or third of June, because 
marshal Villars expects some further reinforcem 
from Germapy, and otlier parts^ before that tir 



\ 
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" What a-^pox does he put it off for ? Does he think 
our horse is not marching up at the same time ? 
But let us see what he says further.'* " They hope 
that Monsieur Albergotti^ being encouraged by the 
presence of so g^reat an army^ will make an extra- 
ordinary defence." " Why tlien, I find, Alber- 
gotti is one of those that love to have a great many 
on their side. Nay, I will say that for this paper^ 
be makes the most natural inferences of any of them 
all." *' The elector of Bavaria, being uneasy to be 
without any command, has desired leave to come 
to court, to communicate a certain project to his 
majesty.— Whatever it be^ it is said, tiiat prince 
is suddenly expected ; and then we shall have a 
more certain account of his project, if this report 
has any foundation." " Nay, this paper never im- 
poses upon us 3 he goes upon sure grounds ; for he 
will not be positive the elector has a project, or 
that he will come, or if he does come at all -, for 
he doubts, you see^ whether the report has any 
foundation." 

What makes this the more lamentable is, that 
tlus way of writing falls in with the imaginations of 
the cooler and duller part of her majesty's subjects. 
The being kept up with one line contradicting ano- 
ther ; and the whole, after many sentences of con- 
jecture, vanishing in a doubt whether there is any 
thing at all in what the person has been reading, 
puts an ordinary head into a vertigo, which his na- 
tural dulness would have secured him from. Next 
to the labours of the Post-man, the upholsterer took 
from under his elbow honest Icabod Dawks's Letter; 
and there, among other speculations, the historian 
takes upon him to say, ** That it is discoursed that 
there will be a battle in Flanders before the armies 
separate, and many will have it to be to-morrow, 
the great battle of llamelies being fought on o^ 

a z 
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Whitsunday." A gentleman, who was a wag in 
this company, laoghed at the expression^ and said, 
'^ By Mr. Dawks's favour, I warrant you, if we 
meet them on Whitsunday or Monday we shall not 
stand upon the day with them, whether it be before 
or after the holidays." An admirer of this gentle- 
man stood up, and told a neighbour at a distant 
table the conceit ; at which indeed we were all very 
merry. These reflections, in the writers of the 
transactions of the times, seize the noddles of such 
as were not born to have thoughts of their own, and 
consequently lay a weight upon every thing which 
they read in print. But Mr. Dawks concluded his 
paper with a courteous sentence, which was very 
well taken and applauded by the whole company. 
" We wish,** says he, '^ all our customers a mcny 
Whitsuntide, and many of them." Honest Icabod 
is as extraordinary a man as any of our fraternity^ 
and as particular. His style is a dialect between 
the familiarity of talking and writing, and his letter 
such as you cannot distinguish whether print or ma' 
nuscript *, which gives us a refreshment of the idea 
from what has been told us from the press by others. 
This wishing a good Tide had its effect upon us, and 
he was commended for his salutation, as showing as 
well the capacity of a bell- man as an historian. My 
distempered old acquaintance read, in the next 
place, the account of the affairs abroad in the 
Courant : but the matter was told so distinctly, 
that these wanderers thought there was no news in 
it J this paper differing from the rest as an history 
from a romance. The tautology, the contradiction, 
the doubts, and wants of connrmations, are what 
keep up imaginary entertainments in empty heads, 
and produce neglect of their own affairs, poverty, 

* Dawks's ** Leuer" was printed^ like some moUern set* 
mops, in imitation of mannscripts. 
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bankruptcy, in many of the shop-statesmen ; 
turn the imaginations of those of a little higher 
into deliriums of dissatibfaction, which is seen 
continual fret upon all that touches their brains^ 
more particularly upon any advantage obtained 
:heir country, where they are confidered as lu- 
es, and therefore tolerated in their ravings. 
iThat I am now warning the people of is, that 
news-papers of this island are as pernicious to 
k heads , in Ei^gland, as ever books of chivalry 
pain 5 and therefore shall do all that in me lies» 
1 the utmost care and vigilance imaginable, to 
'cnt these growing evils. A flaming instance of 
malady appeared in my old acquaintance at this 
5, who, after he had done reading all his papers^ 
3d with a thoughtful air, " If we should have a 
«, we should then know for certain whether it 
the king of Sweden that lately came to Dun- 
: ?" I whispered him, and desired him to step 
B a little with me. When I had opportunity, I 
lyed him into a coach, in order for bis mor& 
conveyance to Moor fields. The man went very 
tly. with.me; and by that time he had* brought 
Swede from the defeat by the czar to the Bo- 
lenes, we were passing by WilFs cofFee-house» 
re the man of the house beckoned to ua. We 
e a full stop, and could hear from above a very 
voice swearing, with some expressions tewarda 
son, that the subject in France was as free as ia 
land^ His distemper would not let him: re- 
:, that his own discourse was an. argumeni of 
contrary* They told him, one would speak 
I him below. He came immediately to our 
h-side. I whispJired him, " that I had an order 
arry him to the Bastite.'* He immediately 
'cd with great resignation : for to this sort of 
.tic, whose brain is touched for the French, the 

a 3 
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name of a gaol in that kingdom has a more ag 
able sounds than that of a paternal seat in this ' 
own country. It happened a little unluckily bi 
ing these lunatics together^ for they immedi^ 
fell into a debate concerning the greatness of ' 
respective monarchs ; one ror the king of Swc 
the other for the grand monarque of France, 
gentleman from Will's is now next door tc 
upholsterer, safe in hb apartment in my Bee 
-with proper medicaments^ and the Mercure 
lant to soothe his imagination that he is actual 
France. If therefore he should escape to Co^ 
garden again, all persons are desired to lay be 
him, and deliver him to Mr. M orphew, my < 
seer. At the same time, I desire all true sul 
to forbear discourse with him, any otherwise, t 
when he begins to fight a battle for France, ^ 
^' Sir, I hope to see you in fioglandr" 
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— - Ob! fuhm gelitBs in vulUbus ff^emi 
Siiiatf & ingaui ramoritm frotegai umbrm f 

VIRG. Georg. IL 

Some god conduct me to the saered thades, 
Or lift me high to Haemus' hilly crown ! 

Drti 



From my own Apartment ^ M^y 31. 

In this parched season, next to the pleasure c 
log into the country is that of hearing from it 
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partaking the jojs of it in description 5 as in the 
following letter : 

''Sir, 
*' I believe you will forgive me, though I write 
to you a very long epistle ; since it relates to the sa- 
tisraction of a country life, which I know you 
Would lead, if you could. In the first place I must 
confess to you, that I am one of the most luxurious 
men living ; and as I am such, I take care to make 
my pleasures lasting, by following none but such as 
are innocent and refined, as well as, in some mea- 
fioie, improving. You have in your labours been 
fio much concerned to represent the actions and 
passions of mankind, that the whole vegetable 
world has almost escaped your observation : but 
sure there are gratifications to be drawn from 
thence, which deserve to be recommended. For 
your better information, I wish you could visit your 
old friend in Cornwall. You would be pleased to 
see the many alterations I have made about my 
house, and how much I have improved my estate 
without raising the rents of it. 

'^ As the winter engrosses with us near a double 
portion of the year y thetliree delightful vicissitudes 
being crowded almost within the space of six 
months, there is nothing upon which I have be- 
stowed so much study and expence, as in con- 
triving means to soften the severity of it, and, if 
possible, to establish twelve chearfiil months about 
my habitation. In order to this, the charges I 
have been at in building and furnishing a Green- 
Bouse will, perhaps, be thought somewhat extra- 
vagant by a great many gentlemen whose reveniies 
exceed mine. But when I consider, that all men 
of any life and spirit have their inclinations to gra- 
tis \ and when I compute tbQ sums laid out by the 
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geniBrality of the men of pleasure, in the number of 
which I always rank myself, in riotous eating and 
drinking, in equipage and apparel, upon wenching, 
gaming, racing, and hunting; I nnd, upon the 
balance, that the indulging of my humour comes at 
a reasonable rate. 

^^ Since I communicate to you all incidents se- 
rious and trifling, even to the death of a butterfly, 
that fall out within the compass of my little em- 
pire ; you will not, I hope, be ill pleased with the 
draught I now send you of my little winter pa- 
radise, and with an account of my way of amusuig 
myself and others in it. 

*' The younger Pliny, you know, writes a long 
letter to his friend Gallus, in which he gives him i 
very particular plan of the situation, the conve- 
niences, and the agreeableness of his vilkt. In m} 
last, you may remember, I promised you something 
of this kind. Had Pliny lived in a northern cU* 
mate, I doubt not but we should have found a wcv] 
complete orangery among his epistles ; and I, pro- 
bably, should have copied his model, instead a 
building after my own fancy, and you had been re 
ferred to him for the history of ray late exploits ii 
architecture : by which means my performance 
would have made a better figure, at least in writing 
than they are like to make at present. 

*' The area of my green- house is a hundred pace 
long, fifty broad, and the roof thirty feet high. Th 
wall toward the north is of solid stone. On th 
south side, and at both the ends, the stone-wor 
rises but three feet from the ground ; excepting th 
pilasters, placed at convenient distances, to strengtl] 
en and beautify the building. The intermediat 
spaces are filled up with large saslies of th 
strongest and most transparent glass. The middJ 
casba which is wider than any of tlie other, serv 
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•r the entrance j to which you mount by six easy 
eps, and descend on the inside by as many. This 
jens and shuts with greater ease, keeps the wind 
It better, and is at the same time more uniform, 
lan folding-doors. 

*' In the middle of the roof there runs a cieling 
lirty feet broad from one end to the other. This is * 
ilivened by a masterly pencil, with all the variety 
F rural scenes and prospects, which he has peopled 
'ith the whole tribe of sylvan deities. Their cha- 
ictcrs and their stories are so well expressed, that 
le whole seems a collection of all the most beau- 
ful fables of the ancient poets translated into 
flours. The remaining spaces of the roof, ten feet 
n each side of the cieling, are of the clearest glass, 
) let in the sky and clouds from above. The 
uilding points full east and tvest, so that I enjoy 
be sun while he is above the horizon. His rays are 
nproved through the glass 5 and I receive through 
: what is desirable in a winter sky, without the 
oarse allay of the season, which is a kind of sifting 
r straining the weather. My greens and flowers 
re as sensible as I am of this benefit. They flou- 
ish and look chearful as in the spring, while their 
ellow creatures abroad are starved to death. I 
oust add^ that a moderate expence of fire, over and 
ibove the contribution 1 receive from the sun,^ 
erves to keep this large room in a due temperature ; 
t being sheltered from the cold winds by a hill on 
lie north, spd a wood on the east. 

'* The shell, you see, is both agreeable and con- 
venient ; and now you shall judge, whether I have 
laid out the floor to advantage. There goes through 
the whole length of it a spacious walk of the finest 
gravel, made to bind and unite so flrmly that it 
seems one continued stone 5 with this advantage^^ 
it is easier to the foot, and better for walkings 
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than if it were what it seems to be. At each end 
of the walk, on the one and on the other side of it, 
lies a square plot of grass of the Jinest turf, and 
brightest verdure. What ground remains on both 
sides, betvr een these little smooth fields of green^ 
is flagged with large quarries of white marble > 
, where the blue veins trace out such a Yariety of irre- 
gular windings, through the clear surface, that 
these bright plains seem full of rivulets and stream- 
ing meanders. This, to mj eye that delights in 
simplicity, is inexpressibly more beautiful than the 
chequered floors which are so generally admired by 
others. Upon the right and upon the left^ along 
tlie gravel walk, 1 have ranged interchangeably the 
bay, the myrtle^ the orange and the lemon-trees« 
intermixed with painted hollies, alver firs, and py- 
ramids of yew ; all so disposed, that every tree re- 
ceives an additional beauty from its situation, be- 
sides the harmony that rises from the disposition- of 
tlie whole. No shade cuts too strongly, or breaks 
in harshly upon the other 5 but the eye is cheared 
with a mild rather than gorgeous diversity of 
greens. 

'* The borders of the four grass-plots are gar- 
nished with pots of flowers. Those delicacies of 
nature recreate two senses at once ; and leave such 
delightful and gentle impressions upon the brain, 
that I cannot help thinking them of equal force 
with the softest airs of music, toward the smoothing 
of our tempers. In the center of every plot is a 
statue. The figures I have made choice of are a 
Venus, an Adonis, a Diana, and an Apollo ; such 
excellent copies, as to raise the same delight as we 
should draw from the sight of the ancient originals. 

" The north wall would have been but a tiresome 
waste to the eye, if I had not diversified it with 
the oQost lively oraaments^ suitable to the place. 
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To this intent I have been at the expence to lead 
over arches, from a neighbouring hill, a plentiful 
store of spring-water, which a beautiful Naiad, 
placed as high as Ls possible in the center of the 
wall, pours out from an urn. This, by a fall of 
above twenty feet, makes a most delightful cascade 
into a bason, that opens wide within tlie marble 
floor on that side. At a reasonable distance, on 
eith^ hand of the cascade, the wall is hollowed into 
two spreading scollops, each of which receives a 
couch of green velvet, and forms at the same time 
a canopy over them. Next to them come two large 
aviaricSy which are likewise let into the stone. 
These are succeeded by two grottoes, set off with 
all the pleasing rudeness of shells, and moss, and 
eragged stones, imitating, in miniature, rocks and 
precipices, the most dreadful and gigantic works of 
nature. After the grottoes, you have two niches ; 
the one inhabited by Ceres, with her sickle and 
sheaf of wheat; and the other by Pomona, who, 
with a countenance full of good cheer, pours a boun- 
teous autumn of fruits out of her horn. Last of all 
come two colonies of bees, whose stations lying 
east and west, the one is saluted by the rising, the 
other by the setting sun. These, all of them being 
placed at proportioned intervals, furnish out the 
whole length of the wall ; and the spaces that lie 
between ape painted in fresco, by the same hand 
that has enriched my cieling. 

*' Now, Sir, you see my whole contrivance to 
elude the rigour of the year, to bring a northern 
climate nearer the sun, and to exempt myself from 
the common fate of my countrymen. I must de- 
tain you a little longer, to tell you that I never enter 
this delicious retirement, but my spirits are re- 
vived, and a sweet complacency diffuses itself over 
mj whole mind* And how can it be otherwise 



180 TATtER. NO 179. 

with a conscience void of offence^ where the music 
of falling waters, the symphony of hirds> the gentlf 
humming of bees, the breath of flowers^ the £nc 
imagery of painting and sculpture } in a word, the 
beauties and the charms of nature and of art, courl 
all my faculties, refresh the fibres of the brain, and 
smooth every avenue of thought ? What pleasing 
meditations, what agreeable wanderings of th< 
mind, and what delicious slumbers, have I enjoyed 
here ? And when I tutn up some masterly writei 
to my imagination, methinks here his beauties ap- 
pear in the most advantageous light, and the rays 
of his genius shoot upon me with greater force and 
brightness than ordinary. This place likewisi 
keeps the whole family in good humour, in a seasoE 
wherein gloominess of temper prevails univers^y Ic 
this island. My wife does often touch her lute ii 
one of the grottoes, and my daughter sings to it : 
while the ladies with you, amidst all the diversioni 
of the town, and in the most affluent fortunes, an 
fretting and repining beneath a louring sky for the) 
know not what. In this green-home we often ^ne, 
we drink tea, we dance country-dances; and wUai 
is tlie chief pleasure of all, we entertain oui 
neighbours in it, and by this means contribute 
very much to mend the climate five or six miki 
about us. I am. 

Your roust humble servant, 

T. S.' 
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N'186. SATUftCAY, JUNE3, lIlO. 



Stultitiam fatiuntur tfes. • 

HOlt. i Ep. xviii. 29, 

iTheir folly pleads the privilege of vi'ealth; 

Prom my own Apartment^ June 2. 

t HAVE received a letter which accuses me of par- 
tiality in the administration of the Censorship -, and 
says, that I have bpen very free with the lower part 
of mankind, but extremely cautious in represen- 
tations of matters which concern men of condition. 
This correspondent takes upon him also to say, the 
upholsterer was not undone by turning politiciaui 
but became bankrupt by trusting his goods to per- 
sons of quality i and demands of me, tliat I should 
do jvLStice upon such as brought povei'ty and distress 
upon the world below them, while they themselves 
were sunk in pleasures and luxury, supported at the 
expence of those very persons whom they treated 
with negligence, as if they did not know whether 
they dealt with them or not. This is a very hea\7" 
accusation, both of me, and such as the man ag- 
grieved accuses me of tolerating. For this reason, 
I resolved to take tliis matter into consideration j 
and upon very little meditation, could call to my 
memory many instances which made this complaint 
far from being groundless. The foot of this evil 
does not always proceed from injustice in the men 
of figure, but often from a false grandeur which 
they take upon tliem in being unacquainted with 

VOL. IV. B 
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very reasonably be concluded, that if it were put 
into a due balance, according to the true state of 
the accoimt, many who believe themselves in pos- 
session of a large share of digniiy in the world, 
must give place to tlieir inferiors. The greatest of 
all distinctions in civil life is that of debtor and cre- 
ditor 3 and there needs no great progress in logic to 
know which, in that case, is the advantageous side. 
He who can say to another, *' Pray, master," or, 
** pray, my lord, give me my own," can as justly 
tell him, " It is a fantastical distinction yoti take 
upon you, to pretend to pass upon the world for my 
master or lord, when, at the same time ihnt I wear 
your livery, you owe me wages j or, while I wait 
at your door, you are ashamed to see me until you 
have paid my bill.** 

The good old way among the gentry of England, 
to maintain their pre-eminence over the lower rank, 
was by their bounty, munificence, and hospitality ; 
and it is a very unliappy change, if at present, by 
themselves or their agents, the luxury of the gentry 
is supported by the credit of the trader. Ihis is 
what my correspondent pretends to prove out of his 
own books, and those of his whole neighbourhood. 
He has the confidehce to say, that there is a mug« 
bouse near Long-acre, where you may every evening 
hear an exact account of distresses of this kind. 
One complains that such a lady*s finery is the oc- 
casion that his own wife and daughter appear so 
long in the same gown. Another, that all the fur- 
niture of her visitmg apartment are no more hers, 
than the scenery of a play are the proper goods of 
the actress. Nay, at the lower end of the same 
table, youmay hear a butcher and poulterer say, that, 
at their proper charge, all that family has becti 
ipamtaioed since they last came to town. 
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The free manner, in which people of fashion ai 
discoursed on at such meetings, is but a just re 
pror^ch of their failures in this kind ; but the me 
iaiicholy relations of the great necessities tradesme 
are dri\ i to, who support their credit in spite ( 
the faithless promises which are made them, and th 
abate:. irnt which they suffer when paid by the ex 
tortion of upper servants, js what would stop th 
most thoughtless man in the career of his pleasures 
if Hglitly represented to liim. 

If this matter be not very speedily amended, 
shall think lit lo print exact lists of all persons wh 
,are not at their own disposal, though above the ag 
of t\yenty-one ; and as the trader is made bankrup 
for absence from his abode, so shall the gentleipa: 
for being at home, if, when Mr. Morphew calls 
he cannot give an exact account of what passes ii 
his own family. After this fair warning, no oo 
ought to think himself hardly dealt with, if I tak' 
npon me to pronounce him no longer master of hi 
estate, wife, or family, than he continues to im 
prove, cherish, and maintain them upon the basi 
of his own property, without incursions upon hi 
neighbour in any of these particulars. 

According to that excellent philosopher Epictetus 
we are all but acting parts in a play j and it is not i 
distinction in itself to be high or low, but to be- 
come I lie parts we are to perform . I am by ni) 
ofiicL prompter on this occasion] and shall give 
those who are a little out in their parts, such sof 
hints as may help them to proceed, without letting 
it be knov^Mi to (he audience they were out : but il 
they rnii quite out ot character, they must be called 
off liiv stage, and receive parts more suitable tc 
their genius. Servile complaisance shall degrade « 
man from his hoiiour and quality, and haughtiness 
be yet more debased. Fortune shall no longer ap- 
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propriate distinctions, but nature direct us in the 
disposition both of respect and discountenance. As 
there are tempers oiade for command, and others 
for obedience j so there are men born for acquiring 
possessions, and others incapable of being other than, 
mere lodgers in the houses of their ancestors, and 
have it not in their very composition to be propri- 
etors of any thing. These men arc moved only by 
the mere effects of impulse : their good-will and 
disesteem are to be regarded equally ; for neither is 
the effect of their judgment. This loose temper is 
that which maizes a man, what Sallust so well re* 
marks to happen frequently in the same person, t<5 
be covetous of what is another's, and profuse of 
what is his own. This sort of men is usually amia- 
ble to ordinary eyes ; but in the sight of reason, 
nothing is laudable but what is guided by reason. 
The covetous prodigal is of all others the worst man 
111 society. If he would but take time to look into 
himself, he would find his soul all over gashed witli 
broken vows and promises ; and his retrospect on 
his actions would not consist of reflections upon 
those good resolutions after mature thought, which 
are the true life of a reasonable creature, but the 
nauseous memory of imperfect pleasures, idle dreams, 
and occasional amusements. To follow such dis- 
satisfying pursuits, is it possible to suffer the igno- 
miny ot being unjust? I remember in TuUy's 
£pistle, in the recqmmendation of a man to an af- 
'feir which had no inanner of relation to money, it 
is said, " You may trust him, for he is a frugal 
ipaan." It is certain, he, who has not regard to 
'$tn6t justice in the comn:(crce of life, can be ca- 
bbie of no good action in any other kind;, but he, 
"vho lives below his income, lays up every moment 
'(^life slrmour against a base worlds that will coye^ 
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gW his frailties while he is so fortified, and exaggc 
rate them when he is naked and. defenceless. 

Advertisement. 

*^* A stage-coach sets out exnctlj at six firof 
Nando's coffee-house to Mr. Tiptoe's danciof 
school, and returns at eleven every evening, foroc 
shilling and four-pence. 

N. B. Dancing-shoes, not exceeding four incb 
height in the heels, and periwigs, not exceedii 
three feet in length, are carried in the coach-bc 
gratis. 



NM81. TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 1710. 



■ ■ PUSf ni f.JfoTf mdestf tfuem Mfmper acerhtrnf 
Semp4t bifn.tatum, uc Mt vc^uli/is, bahtho. 

VlRG.iEo.V. 4^ 

And now the rtttrg day renews the year, 

A d<iy for ever lad, for ever dcsu*. DavDtiti 

From my (mm Apartment, June 5. 

Thtre are those among mankind, who can enj 
no relish of their being, except the world is ma 
acquainted with all that relates to them, and thi 
ever)' thing lost that passes unobserved -, but otb 
find a solid delight in stealing by the crowd, a 
modelling their life after such a manner, as is 
much above the approbation as the practice of t 
vulgar. life being too short to give instances gr 
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enough of true friendship or good- will, some sages 
have thought it pious to preserve a certain reverence 
for the Manes of their deceased friends ; and have 
withdrawn themselves from the rest of ths world at 
certain seasons, to commemorate in their own 
thoughts such of their acquaintance who have gone 
before them out of this lite. And indeed, when we 
are advanced in years, there is not a more pleasing 
entertainment, than to recollect in a gloomy mo- 
ment the many we have parted with, that have beea 
dear and agreeable to us, and to cast a melancholy 
thought or two after those, with whom, perhaps, 
wre have indulged ourselves in whole nights of 
mirth and jollity. With such inclinations in my 
heart I went to my closet yesterday in the evening, 
and resolved to be sorrowful 5 upon which occasion 
I could not but look with disdain upon myself, that 
though all the reasons which I had to lament the 
loss of many of my friends are now as forcible as at 
the moment of their departure, yet did not my 
heart swell with the same sorrow which I felt at 
that time j but I coidd, without tears, reflect upon 
many pleasing adventures I have had with some, 
who have long been blended with common earth. 
Though it is by the benefit of nature, that length of 
time thus blots out the violence of afflictions ; yet 
with tempers too much given to pleasure, it is al- 
most necessary to revive the old places of grief in 
our memory $ and ponder step by step on past life, 
to lead the mind into that sobriety of thought 
which poizes the heart, and makes it beat with due 
time, without being quickened with desire, or re- 
tarded with despair, from its proper and equal 
motion. When we wind up a clock that is out of 
order, to make it go well for the future, we do not 
immediately set the hand to the present instant, 
>at we z^ake it strike the round of all its hour^ 
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before it can recover the regularity of its time. 
8ucli, thought I, shall be my method this evening j 
and since it is that day of the year which I dedicate 
to the memory of such in another life as I much 
delighted iii when living, an \iOQT or two shall be 
sacred to sorrow and their memory, while I run 
over all the melancholy circumstances of this kind 
V^hich have occurred to me in my whole life. 

The firs^ §ensc of sorrow I ever knew was upon 
the deaih of my father, at which time I was not 
quite five years of age j but was rather amazed at 
what all the house meant, than possessed with a 
real understanding why nobody T^as willing to play 
with me. I remember I went into the room where 
his body lay, and my mother sat weeping alone by 
It. I had my battledore in my hand, and fell 
a-bcaling the coffin, and calling Papa ; for, I know 
not how, 1 had some slight idea that he was locked 
up there. My mothf^r patched me in her arras, 
8iul, traiispprted beyond aU patience of the silent 
grief she was before in, she almost smothered me 
in her embraces y and told me in a fiocxi of tears, 
" Papa could not hear me, and would play with me 
no more, for they were going to put him under 
ground, wiience he could never come tc us again.^ j 
She was a very beautifiil woman, of a noble spirit, 
and there was a dignity in her grief amidst all the 
"wildncjs of her transport; which, m'pthought, 
?tru(?k me with an instinct of sorrow, that, before I 
vas sensible of what it was to grieve, seized my 
very soul, and has made pity the weakness of my 
heart ever since. The mind in infancy is, mc- 
thinks, like the body in embryo j and receive? im- 
pressions so forcible, that they are as haid to be re- 
jmoved by reason, as any rnark, with which a child 
is l>orn, is to be taken away by any fiitiue appli- 
cation. Hence it is. that good-nature in me is oo 
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merit j but having been so frequently overwhelmed 
with her tears before I knew the cause of any af- 
fliction, or could draw defences from ray own 
judgment, 1 imbibed commiseration, remorse, and 
an unihanly gentleness of mind, which has since in- 
Snared' me into ten thousand calamities -, from 
"whence 1 can reap no advantage, except it be, 
tiiat, in such a humour as I am now in, I can the 
better indulge myself in the softnesses of humanity, 
and enjoy that sweet anxiety which arises from the 
memory of past afflictions. 

We, that are very old, are better able to remem- 
ber things which befel us in our distant youth, than 
the passages of later days. For this reason it iff, 
that the companions of my strorig and vigoroua 
years present themselves more immediately to me in 
this otfice of sorrow. Untimely and unhappy deaths 
^re what we are most apt to lanient ; so little are 
we able to make it indifferent when a thing happens, 
though we know it must happen. Thus we groan 
tinder life, and bewail those who are relieved from 
it. Every object that returns to our imagination 
raises different passions, according to the circum- 
stance of their departure. Who can have lived in 
^n army, iand in a serious hour reflect upon the 
many gay and agreeable men that might long have 
flourished in the arts of peace, and not join with the 
imprecations of the fatherless and widow on the 
tyrant to whose ambition they fell sacrifices ? But 
gallant men, who are cut off by the sword, move 
father our veneration than our pity ; and we gather 
Wief enough from their own (iontempt of death, to 
make that no evil, which was approached with so 
much chearfulness, and attended with so much ho- 
nour. But when we tiim our thoughts from the great 
^rts of life oq «ueh occasions^ land instead of la-* 
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menting those who stood ready to givs death to 
those from whom they had the fortune to receive 
it ; I ^ay, when we let our thoughts wander from 
such noble objects, and consider the havock which 
is made among the tender and the innocent, pity 
enters with an unmixed softness, and possesses all 
our souls at once. 

Here (were there words to express such senti* 
ments with proper tenderness) I should record the 
beauty, innocence, and untimely death, of the first 
object my eyes ever beheld with love. , The beau- 
teous virgin I how ignorantly did she charm, how 
ca-elessly excel ? Oh Death ! thou hast right to the 
bjld, to the ambitious, to the high, and to the 
haughty ; but why this cruelty to the humble, to 
the meek, to the undiscerning, to the thoughtless? 
Nor age, nor business, nor distress, can erase thp 
dear image from my imagination. Tn the same 
week, 1 saw her dressed for a ball, and in a shroud. 
How ill did the habit of death become the pretty 

triflcr ? I still behold the smiling earth A large 

train of disasters m ere coming on to my memory, 
when my servant knocked at my closet-door, and 
interrupted me uith a letter, attended with a ham- 
per of wine, of the same sort w.th that which is to 
be put to sale, on Ihursday next, at Garraway*s 
coftee-house. Upon the receipt of it, I sent for 
three of my friends. We are so intimate, that we 
can be company in whatever state of n.ind we meet, 
and can entertain each other without expecting 
always to rejoice. The uinc we found to be 
generous and warming, but with stich an hca^ 
as moved us rather to be chearful than frolick* 
gome. It revived the spirits, without firing the 
blood. We commended it until two of the clock 
this morning j and having to-day wex a liltlo 
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t>cfort dinner, we found, that though we drank 
two bottles a man, we had much more reason 
to recollect than forget what had passed the night 
before. 
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Spictmrtt fpulum fudis mttentius ip.is, 

HOR. I Ep. n. 1)7. 

The crowd would more deliglic the laiifthing Sage *p 
Than lU the farce, and follies of Clie stage. 

FftAveit* 



Sheer-lane, June j. 

Tbb town grows so very empty, thajt the greater 
number of my gay characters are fled out of ray 
sight into the country. My beaux are now shep^ 
herds, and my belles wood-nymphs. They arc 
loUing OTer rivulets, and covered with shades, while 
we who remain* in town, hurry through the dust 
about impertinencies, without knowing the happi<* 
ness of leisure and retirement. To add to this car 
laraity, even the actors are going to desert us for a 
season, and we shall not shortly have so much as a 
landscape or a forest-scene to refresh ourselves witl^ 
in the midst of our fatigues. This may not, per-> 
haps, be so sensible a loss to any other as to me j 
for I confess it is one of my greatest delights to sit 
unobserved and unknown in the gallery, and en- 

* Democritui. 
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tertain myself either with what is personated on the 
stage^ or observe what appearances present them- 
selves in the audience. If there were no other 
good consequences in a play-house, than that so 
many persons of different ranks and conditions are 
placed there in their most pleasing aspects, that 
prospect only would be very far from being below 
the pleasures of a wise man. Inhere is not one per- 
son you can see, in whom, if you look with an in- 
clination to be pleased, you may not behold some- 
thing worthy or agreeable. Our tlioughts are in 
our features 3 and the visage of those in whom love, 
rage, anger, jealousy, or envy, have their frequent 
mansions, carries the traces of those passions 
wherever the amorous, the choleric, the jedous, or 
the envious, are pleased to make their appearance. 
However, the assembly at a play is usually made up 
of such as have a sense of some elegance in plea- 
sure ', by which means the audience is generally 
composed of those who have' gentle affections, or at 
least of such, as at that time, are in the best hu- 
mour you can ever find them. This has insensibly 
a good efiect upon our spirits 3 and the musical airs 
which are played to us, put the whole company 
into a participation of the same pleasure, and by 
consequence, for that time, equal in humour, in 
fortune, and in quality. Thus far we gain only by 
coming into an audience ; but if we find, added to 
this, the beauties of proper action, the force of elo- 
quence, and the gaiety of well-placed lights and 
scenes, it is being happy, and seeing others happy, 
for two hours ', a duration of bliss not at all to be 
slighted by so short-lived a creature as man. Why 
then should not the duty of the player be had in 
much more esteem than it is at present ? If the 
merit of a performance is to be valued according to 
tlie talenti which are necessary to it, tlie qualili* 
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cations of a player should raise Him much above the 
arts and ways of life which we call mercenary or 
^lechanic. When we look round a full house, and 
lipoid so few that can, though they set tliemsclves 
out to show as much as the persons on the stage do, 
coQQue up to what tliey would appear even in dumb 
show ; how much does the actor deserve our appro- 
bation, who adds to the advantage of looks and 
motions, the tone of voice, the dignity, the humi- 
lity, the sorrow, and the triumph, suitable to tho 
cniaracter he personates ? 

It may possibly be imagined by severe men, that 
I am too frequent in the mention of the theatrical 
lepresentations ; but who is not ^xceflive in the 
4liscourse of what be extremely likes ? Eugenio can 
lead you to 9 gallery of fine pictures, which col- 
fectioD he is always increasing. Crassus, throueh 
"yroods and forests, to which be designs to add the 
Qcighbouiing counties. These are great and nobl^ 
instances (of their magnificedte. The players are 
jQQiy pictures, and their scenes my territories. By 
communicating the pleasure I take in them, it may 
ia some measure add to men's gratification this 
vay ; as viewing the choice and wealth of Eugenio 
and Crassus augments the enjoyments of those 
whom they entertain, with a prospect of such pos« 
tsssions as would not otherwise fall within the 
leach of their fortunes. 

It is a very good ofiice one man does another, 
vhen he tells him the manner of his being pleased; 
and I have often thought, that a comment upon the 
ca{>acities of the players would very much improve 
the delight that way, and impart it to those why 
^itjberwise have no sense of it. 

The first of the present sta^e are "Wilks an^ 
Cibber, perfect actors in their different kinds. 
Wilks h^ a singular talent in representii^ ^f 

VOL, IV. ' ' s 
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graces of nature *, Cibber the deformity in the af- 
fectation of them. Were I a writer of plays, I 
should never employ either of them in parts which 
had not their bent this way. This is seen in the 
inimitable strain and run of good humour which is 
kept up in the character of Wildair, and in the nice 
and delicate abuse of understanding in that of Sir 
Novelty. Cibber, in another light, hits exqui- 
sitely the Jlat civility of an affected gentlenaan* 
usher, and Wilks the easy frankness of a gen* 
tleman. 

If you would observe the force of the same ca- 
pacities in higher life, can any thing be more inge- 
nuous than the behaviour cf prince Hariy, when his 
father checks him ? any thing more exasperating 
than that of Richard, when he insults his superiors T 
To beseech gracefully, to approach respectiully, to 
pity, to mourn, to love, are the places wherein 
Wilks may be made to shine with the utmost 
beauty. To rally pleasantly, to scorn artfully, to 
flatter, to ridicule, and to neglect, are what Cibber 
would perform with no less excellence. 

When actors are considered with a view to their 
talents, it is not only the pleasure of that hour of 
action, which the spectators gain from their per- 
formance; but the opposition of right and wrong 
on the stage, would have its force in the assistance 
of our judgments on other occasions. I have at 
pr-sent under my tutelage a young poet, who, I 
design, shall entertain the town the ensuing ^^ inter. 
And as he does me the honour to let me see his 
comedy as he writes it, I shaU endeavour to make 
the parts fit the geniuses of the several actors, as 
exactly as their habits can their bodies. And be- 
cause the two I have mentioned are to perform the 
principal pnrts, I have prevailed with the house to 
let the ** Careless Husband** be acted on Tuesday 
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next, that mj yoang author may have a view of tfie 
play, which is acted to perfection, both by them 
and all Goocenied in it ; as being born within the 
walls of the theatre/ and written with an exact 
knowledge of the abilities of the performers. Mr. 
Wilks will do his best in this play, because it is for 
his own benefit ; and Mr. Gibber, because he writ 
it. Besides which, all the great beauties we have 
left in town, or within call of it, will be present, 
because it is the last play this season. This oppor- 
tunity will, I hope, inflame my pupil v/ith such ge- 
nerous notions, from seeing so fair an assembly as 
will be then present, that his play may be composed 
of sentiments and characters proper to be presented 
to such an audience. His drama at present has 
only the outlines drawn. There are, I find, to be 
in it all the reverend offices of life (such as regard 
to parents, husbands, and honourable lovers) pre- 
served with the utmost care; and at the same tmie 
that agreeableness of behaviour, with the inter- 
mixture of pleasing passions which arise from inno- 
cence and virtue, interspersed in such a manner, as 
that to be charming and agreeable, shall appear the 
natural consequence of being virtuous. This great 
end is one oC those I propose to do in my censor- 
ship i but if I find a thm house on an occasion 
when such a work is to be promoted, my pupil shall 
return to his commons at Oxford, and Sheer-lane 
and the theatres be no longer correspondents.. 
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Ttdt hoe sapieniid quondaM 



PM'e* frivoHs iecermert. 



HOR. Ars Fd0U ter. ^ 



Our sage forefathers wieely understood 
To separate public from the pi ivite good* 

Frofh my own Jpartment, June 9. 

When men look into their own bosoms, and < 
sider the generous seeds which are there plan 
that mighty if rightly ciiltivated, ennoble their li 
and make their virtue venerable to futurity j ] 
can they^ without tears, reflect on the universal 
generacy jfrom that public ispirit, which ought t 
the firist and principal motive of all their actic 
In the Grecian and Roman nations, they were ' 
enough to keep up this great incentive, and It 
impossible to be in the fashion without being a 
triot. All gallantry had its first source from hei 
^nd to want a warmth for the public welfare, w 
defect so scandalous, tliat he who was guilty .< 
had no pretence to honour or manhood. "VI 
makes the depravity among us, in this behalf, 
more vexatious and irksome to reflect upon, is, 
the contempt of life is carried as far amongst us 
it could be in those memorable people; and 
want only a proper application of the qialities wl 
are frequent among us, to be as worthy as t 
There is hardly a man to be found who will 
iight upon any occasion, which he thinks may t 
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krs own honour. Were this motive as strong in 
every thing that regards the public, as it is in this 
iwjr private case, no man would pass his life away 
without having distinguished himself by some gallant 
iijstance of his zeal towards it in the respective in- 
cidents of his life and profession. But it i» so far 
othen^'ise, that there cannot at present be a more ri- 
tfLculous animal, than one who seems to regard the 
go6d of others. He, in civil lifeV wliose thoughts 
turn upon schemes which raay be of general be* 
nefit,^ witliout further reflection, is called a pro- 
jector > and the man whose mind seems intent upon 
gjbrious atctkievements, a knight-errant. The ri- 
dicule among uf» runs strong against laudable actions ; 
nay, in the ordinary course of things, and the com- 
mon regards of life, negligence of the public is an 
epidemic vice. The brewer in his excise, the mer- 
eiiant in his customs, and, for aught we know, the 
■oidier in his muster-rolls, think never the worse of 
tbemselves for being guilty of their respective frauds 
towards the public. This evil is come to such a 
fentastical height, that he is a man of a public 
tpvrit, and heroically affected to his country, who 
can go so far as even to turn usurer with all he has 
in her funds. There is not a citizen m whose ima- 
gination such a one does not appear in the same 
light of glory, as Codrus, ScKvola, or any other 
^eat name in old Rome. Were it not for the heroes 
of so much per cent, as have regard enough for 
Iheroselves and their nation to trade with her with 
their wealth, the very notion of public love would 
long before now have vanislred from among us. 
But however general custom may hurry us away in 
the stream of a common error, there is no evil, no 
crime, so great as that of being cold in matters 
"which relate to the common good. This is in no- 
thing more conspicuous than in a cert^U wrlliingncss^ 

5 3 
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til receive any thing, that tends to the ctiminuti 
of such ns have been conspicuous instruments 
our service. Such inclinations proceed from t 
most low and vile corruption, of which the soul 
man is capable. This etl'aces not only the practii 
but the very approbation of honour and virtue ; a 
Las had such an effect, that, to speak freely, t 
\ery sense of public good has no longer a part ev 
of our conversations. Can then the most geneix 
motive of life, the good pf others, be so easily I 
nished the breast of man ? Is it possible to draw 
uur passions inward ? Shall the boiling heat 
youth be sunk in pleasures, the ambition of m; 
hood in sdtish intrigues ? Shall aM that is glorio 
all that is worth the pursuit of great minds, be 
easily rooted out ? When the universal bent oi 
people seems diverted from tiie sense of their co 
mon good, and common glory, it looks like a 
tality, and crish of impending misfortune. 

The generous nations we just now mentioned i 
derstood this so very well, that there was hardly 
oration ever made, which did not turn upon t 
general sense, " lliat the love of their country \ 
the first and most essential quality in an hon 
mind.'* Demosthenes, in a cause wherein his fai' 
reputation, and fortune, were embarked, puts 
all upon this issue j ** Let the Athenians," says ! 
'* be benevolent to me, as they think I have b< 
zealous for them.** This great and discerning ora 
knew, there was nothing else in nature could b 
him up against his adversaries, but this one qual 
of having shown himself willing or able to se 
his country. This certainly is the test of mer 
and the first foundation for desening good-wil 
having it yourself. The adversary of this ora 
at that time was iEschines, a man of wily a 
and skill in tlie world, who could, as occas 
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served^ faU in with a national start of paiision, or 
aollenness of humour y which a whole nation is 
sometimes taken with as well as a private man, and 
by that means divert them from their common 
sense, into an aversion for receiving any thing in 
its true light. But when Demosthenes had awa- 
kened his audience with that one liint of judging 
hy the general tenor of his life towards them, his 
services bore down his opponent before him, who 
fled to the covert of his mei.n arts, until some more 
favoarable occasion should offer against the superior 
merit of Pemoslheues. 

It were to be wished, that love of their country 
were the first principle of action in men of business, 
even for their own sakes ; for when the world be- 
gins to examine into their conduct, the generality, 
who have no share in, or hopes of any part in power 
or riches, but what is the effect of their own labour 
or property, will judge of them hy no other method, 
than that of how profitable their administration has 
been to the whole. They, who are out of the in- 
fluence of men's fortune or favour, will let them 
stand or fall by this one only rule ; and men who 
cai> bear being tried by it, are always popular in 
their fall. Those, who cannot suffer such a scru- 
tiny, are conteniptible in their advancement. 

But I am here running into shreds of maxims 
from reading Tacitus this morning, that lias driven 
me from my recommendation of public spirit, which 
was the intended purpose of this Lucubration. 
There is not a more glorious instance of it, than in 
the character of llegulus. The same Regulus was 
taken prisoner by the Carthaginians, and was sent 
by them to Rome, in order to demand some Punip 
iKjblemcn, who were prisoners, in exchange for 
himself; and was bound by an oath, that he wot ild 
reluni to Caithagc, if he failed in his commissica. 
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He proposes this to the senate, who were in fuspet 
upon it, which Regulus observing, withoat havii 
the least notion of putting the care of his own li 
in competition with the public good, desired thetn 
consider, thai he was old, and almost useless 5 tl 
those demanded in exchange were men of dari 
tempers, and great merit in military affairs j a 
wondered they would make any doubt of permitti 
him to go back to the short tortures prepared for h 
at Carthage, where he should have the advantage 
ending a long life both gloriously and usefully. T 
generous advice was consented to -, and he took I 
leave of his country and his weeping friends, togo 
certain death, with that chearful composure, ai 
man, after the fatigue of business in a court or a d 
retires to the next village for the air. 
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Una de mult h fact ituptiaii 

J)igna HOR. II. Od. 

Yei worthy of the nnpthl flame— 

Of many, •!)€ untainted maid. Pi 

. From wy oum Jpartwent, June 12. 

^HE&B are certain occasions of life which g 
^itious omens of the future good conduct 
-well as others which explain our present inw 
Iwipording to our b^viour in thciu. Of 
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idxt are fbnerars; of the former, weddings. The 
*janjfter of our carnage when we lose a friend shews 
tery luuch our temper, in the humility of our words 
and actions, and a general sense of our destitute 
ccndiitkMij, whii h runs through all our deportment. 
Tlwti gives a solemn testimony of the generous affec- 
€od we bore our friends, when we seem to disrelish 
every thing, now we can no more enjoy them, or se© 
tbei^ pariake in our enjoyments. It is very proper 
mnd humane to put ourselves, as it were, in their 
Itf&ty after their decease, and wear a habit unsuita- 
Me to prosperity, while those we loved and honoured 
iar mouldering in the grave. As this is laudable on 
tbe sorrowful side, so on the other, incidents of 
■■mccessmay tioless justly be represented and acknow- 
iedgedi in our outward figiu*e and carriage. Of all 
toch occasions, that great change of a single life in- 
to^roarriiige is the most important^ as it is the source 
t£ all relations, and Irom whence all other friendship 
ind commerce do principally arise.. The general in- 
lentL of botli sexes is to dispose of themselves happily 
snd honourably i» this state 5 and, as aU the good 
qualities we have are exerted to make our way into it, 
K> the best appearance, with regard to their minds, 
their persons^ and their fortunes, at the first entrance 
into it, is a due to each other in the married pair, 
^ well as a compliment to the rest of the world. It 
was an instruction of a wise law-giver, that unmar- 
iriedi women should wear such loose habits, which, 
in the flawing of their garb, should incite their be- 
holders to a desire of their persons > and tliat the or^ 
dinary motion of their bodies might display the fi- 
gure and shape of tlieir limbs in such a manner, as 
at once to preser\'e the strictest decency, and raise 
the warmest inclinations. 

This was the oeconomy of the legislature for the 
increase of people, and at the same time for the pre- 
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nervation of the genial bed. She, who was the 
miration of all who beheld her while unman 
was to bid adieu to the pleasure of shining k 
eyes of many, as soon as she took upon her 
wedded cM)(ii(ix)n. However, there was a fet 
of life allowed the new-married, a sort of intn 
diate stale between celibacy and matrimony^ w 
continu«:d certain days. During that time, a 
laintnents, equipages, and oth^ circumstance 
rejoicing, were encouraged 4 and they were per 
ted to exceed tlie common mode of living, that 
bride and bridegroom might learn from such i 
doms of conversation to run into a general coo 
to each other, made out of their past and h 
£tate, so to temper the cares of the man and the 
with the gaieties of the lover and the mistress* 

In those wise ages the dignity of life was kep 
and on the celebration of such solemnities tliere ^ 
no impertinent whispers, and senseless interpi 
tions put upon the luiaifected chearfulness or i 
dental seriousness of the bride ; but men tu 
their thoughts upon tl)e general reflections, on > 
issue might probably be expected from such a co 
in the succeeding course of their life, and felicit 
them accordingly upon such prospects. 

I must confess, I cannot, from any ancient m: 
scripts, sculptures, or medals, deduce the riseoi 
celebrated custom of throwing the stocking ; 
have a faint memory of an account a friend gav( 
of an original picture in the palace of Aldobrar 
in Rome. This seems to shew a sense of this { 
\ery dilierent from what is usual among us. 
a Grecian wedding; and tlie figures represented 
a person oilcring sacrifice, a beautiful damsel d 
ing, and another playing on the harp. The brl 
piaced in her bed^ the bridegroom sits at the fa 
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It, with an aspect which iulimatrs his thouglu* 
were not only entertained with the joys with which 
he was surrounded ; but also with a noble gratitude, 
and divine pleasure in the offering, which was then 
made to the gods to invoke their influence on his 
new condition. There appears in the hcc of the 
woman a mixture of fear, hope, and modesty f in 
the bridegroom a well-governed rapture. As yoa 
see in great spirits grief, which discovers itself the 
more by forbearing tears and complaints, you m^y 
observe also the highest joy is too big for utterance; 
the tongue being of all the organs the least capable 
of expressing such a circumstance The nuptial 
torch, the bower, the marriage song, are all parti- 
ailars which we meet with in the allusions of the an- 
cient writers; and in every (me of them something 
b to bts observed, which denotes their industry to 
aggrandize and adorn this occasion above all olliers. 

>Vith us all order and decency in tliis point is per- 
verted, by the insipid mirth of certain animals we 
usually call Wags. These are a species of all men 
the most insupportable. One cannot without some 
reflection say, whether their flat mirth provokes us 
more to pity or to scorn; but if one considers with 
bow great aflectation they utter their frigid conceits, 
commiseration immediately changes itself into 
contempt. 

A Wag is the last order even of pretenders to wit 
and good humour. He has generally his mind pre- 
pared to receive some occasion of merriment, but is 
of himself too empty to drav/ any out of his own set 
of thoughts; and therefore laughs at the next thing 
he meets, not because it is ridiculous, but because 
he is under a necessity of laughing. A Wag is one 
that never in its life saw a beautiful object; but sees, 
what it does see, in the most low, and most incx)n« 
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siderable ligbt it can be placed. Tliere is J 
ability necessary to behold what is amiable a 
rhy ci'our approbation, whkh little minds w 
attempt to hide by a general ^disregard to eve 
they betwld above what they are able to relish 
it is, that a Wag in an assembly is ever g 
how well such a lady slept last ni^t, and be 
such a young fellow is pleased with hinosel 
Whig's gaiety consists in a certain prof^^sed il 
ing, as if it were an CKCUse lor committing 
tbat a man knows he does so. Though a 
places are full of persons of tliis order; yet, 
I will not allow impertinence and afiectatl< 
the better of native innocence and simplicity 
ners, I have, in spite of siich»little distv 
public entertainments, persuaded my brotln 
quillus, and his wife my sister Jenny, in fs 
Mr. Wilks, to be at the play to-morrow ev< 

They, as they have so much good sense i 
naturally^ without regard to the observation c 
will not, I hope, be discomposed, if any ol 
of Wags should take upon them to make th< 
merry upon the occasion of their coming, 
intend, in their wedding clothes. My bro 
plain, worthy, and honest man ; and as it i 
for men of that turn to be mightily tak 
sprightly and airy women, my sister has a 
which may perhaps give iiopes to impertim 
will be esteemed the effect of innocence am- 
inen. They design to sit with me in the bo 
the house have been so complaisant as to 
whenever I think fit to come thither in m 
character. 

I do not in the least doubt, but the true 
conjugal -affection will appear in their looks 
tures. My sister does not affcxt to be goi 
her dress j and thiuks the happiness of a 
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more visible in a chearful look than a griy apparel. 
It is a hard task to speak of persons so nearly related 
to one with decency; but I may say, all who shall 
be at the play will allow him to have the mien of a 
wortiiy English gentleman ; her, that of a noiable 
and deserving wife. 



N" 185- THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1710. 



Notrti'am frimvque gradus vicinia fecit, 
^import erevit amor^ ttxda qu^ue jure coiuentf 
Sed vetuere fatres. ^od non fotuere vetare^ ^ 
Ex itqu9 caftU ardebant mentibui umbo. 

OVID, de Pyr. & Thisb. Met. ir. 59. 

Their neighbourhood acquaintance early brt^d. 
Acquaintance love, and love in time had led 
The happy couple to the nuptial bed. 
Their fathers stopt them. But in vain oppose 
Their mutual passion, source of all their woes. 

From my own Apartment, June 14. 

As soon as I was up this morning, my man gave me 
the following letter 5 which^ since it leads to a sub- 
ject that majp prove of common use to the world, I 
shall take notice of with as piuch expedition as my 
i^ petitioner could desire. 

" Mr. Bicker STAFF, 

*' Since you have so often declared yourself a pa-, 

tron of the distressed/ 1 must acquaint you, that I am 

daughter to a country gentleman of good sense, and 

Duy expect three or four thousand pounds for mj 

VOL. IV. T 
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fortune. I love and am beloved by Philandc^r, a 
young gentleman who has an estate of five hundred 
pounds pel' annum, and is our next neighbour in the 
country every summer. My father, though he has 
been a long time acquainted witli it, constantly re- 
fuses to comply with our mutual inclinations : but 
what most of all torments me is, that if ever 1 speak 
in conmiendation of my lover, he is much louder in 
his praises than myself j and professes, that it is out 
of pure love and esteem for Philander, as well as 
his daughter, that he can never consent we should 
marr)' each other ; when, as he terms it, we may 
both do so much better. It must indeed be confess- 
ed, that two gentlemen of considerable fortunes made 
their addresses to me last winter, and Philander, as 
I have since learned, was offered a young heiress 
with tifieen thousand pounds ^ but it seems we coiJd 
neither of us think, that accepting those matches 
would be doing better than remaining constant to our 
first passion. Your thoughts upou the whole may, 
perhaps, have some weight with my father, who is 
one of your admirers, as is your humble servant, 

" Sylvia. 

" P. S. You are desired to be speedy, since my 
father dally presses me to accept of, what he calls, 
ajn advantageous offer." 

There is no calamity in life that falls heavier upon 
human nature than a disappointment in love j espe- 
cially when it happens between two persons whose 
hearts are mutually engaged to each other. It is thii 
distress v hich has given occasion to some of the fin- 
est tragec.ies that were ever written, and daily fills 
the world with melancholy, discontent, phrenzy, 
sickness, despair, and death. I have often admired 
at the barbarity of parents, who so frequently inter- 
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pose their authority In this grand article of lifr. I 
would fain ask Sylvia's father, whether he thinks 
he can be'%tow a gteater favour on his daughter, than 
to put her in a way to live happily ? Whether a n an 
of Philanders character, with five hundred pounds 
per annum, is not more likely to contribute to that 
end, than many a young tellow whom he may have 
in his thoughts with so many thousands? Whether 
he can make amends to his daughter by any increase 
of riches, for the loss of that happiness she proposes 
to herself in her Philander ? Or, whether a father 
should compound with his daughter to be miserable, 
though she were to get twenty thousand pounds by 
the bargain ? I suppose he would have her reflect 
with esteem on his memory after his death : and 
docs he tiiink this a proper method to make her do 
so, when, as often as she thinks on the loss of her 
Philander, she must at the same time remember him 
as the cruel cause of it ? Any transient ill-humour is 
soon forgotten J but the reflection of such a cruelty 
must continue to raise resentments as long as life it- 
self j and by this one piece of barbarity, an indul- 
gent father loses the merit of all his past kindnesses. 
It is not impossible, but she may deceive herself in 
the happiness which she proposes from Philander; 
but as in such a case she can have no one to blame 
but herself, she will bear the disappointment with 
greater patience ; but if she never makes the experi- 
ment, however happy she may be with another, she 
will still think she might have been happier with 
Philander. There is a kind of sympathy in souls, 
that fits them for each other j and we may be assured 
when we see two persons engaged in the warmths of 
a mutual afl'ection, that there are certain qualities in 
both their minds which bear a resemblance to one 
another. A generous and constant passion in an 
agreeable lover, where there is not too great a dispa*- 
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rity in other circumstances, is tlie greatest blessing 
that can befal the person beloved ; and, if overlooked 
in one, may perhaps never be found in another. I 
shall conclude tliis with a* celebrated instance of a fa- 
ther's indulgence in this particular ; which, though 
carried to an extravagance, has something in it so 
tender and amiable, as may justly reproach the harsh- 
ness of temper that is to be met with in many a 
British father. 

Antiocluis, a prince of great hopes, fell passion- 
ately in love with the young queen Stratonice, ^vho 
was his mother-in-law, and had bore a son to the old 
king Seleucus his father. The prince, finding it im- 
possible to extinguish his passion, fell sick^ and re- 
fused all manner of nourishment, being determined 
to put an end to that life which was become insup- 
portable. 

Erasistratus, the physician, soon found that love 
was his distemper J and observing the alteration in 
his pulse and countenance, whenever Stratonicc 
made him a visit, was soon satisfied that he was dying 
for his young mother-in-law. Knowing the old 
king*s tenderness for his son, when he one morning 
inquired of his health, he told him, that the prince's 
distemper was love -, but that it was incurable, be- 
cause it was impossible for him to possess the j^erson 
whom he loved. The king, surprised at his account, 
desired to know how his son's passion could be incu- 
rable? "Why, Sir," replied Erasistratus, "because 
he is in love with the person I am married to." 

The old king immediately conjured him by all his 
past favours, to save the life of his son and successor, 
*' Sir," said Erasistratus, " would your majesty but 
fancy yourself in my place, you would see the un- 
reasonableness of what you desire. ** Heaven is my 
witness," said Seleucus, "J could resign even my 
Stratonicc to save my Antiochus." At this, the teari 
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ran down his cheeks; which when the physician saw, 
taking him by the hand, *' Sir," says he, '* if these 
arc your real sentiments, the prince's life is out of 
danger; it is Stratonice for whom he dies." Seleucus 
immediately gave orders for solemnizing the mar- 
riage ; and the young queen, to shew her obedience, 
very generoasly exchanged the fatlier for the son. 
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Emitur so/a virtute poUstas. C L AUO* 



Virtu? alone ennobles human kind, 

Anil power should on her glorious foot*steps wait. 

R. Wynni. 



Sheer-lane, June i6. 

As it has been the endeavour of these our labours to 
extirpate, from among the polite or busy part of 
mankind, all such as are either prejudicial or insig- 
nificant to society ; so it ought to be no less our 
study to supply the havock we have made, by an 
exact care of the growing generation. But when we 
begin to inculcate proper precepts to the children of 
this island, except we could tike them out of tijeir 
nurses' arms, we see an amendment is almost imprac- 
ticable; for we find tlie whole species of our youth, 
and grown men, is incorrigibly prepossessed with 
yanity> pride, or ambition, according to the re.'^pec- 
tive purs^ts to which they turn themselves j by 
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which means the world is infatuated with the love 
of uppearances instead of things. Tlius the vaio 
man take<< praise for honour; the proud mao, cere- 
mony for respect; the ambitious man, power for 
c\oTy. These three characters are indeed of very 
near resemblance, but dilferently received by man- 
kind Vanity makes men ridiculous; pride, odious; 
and nmbition, terrible. The foundation of all which 
is, that they are grounded upon fal-ehood : for if men, 
j nstead of studyini? to appear considerable, were in 
their own hearts possessors of the requisites f^r es- 
teem, the acceptance they other\i'ise unfortunately 
iiim nt would be as inseparable from them, as appro- 
bation is from truth itself. By this means they would 
have some rule to walk by ; and they may ever be 
assured, that a good cause of action will certainly 
receive a suitable effect. It may be an useful hint 
in su'. h cases for a man to ask of himself, whetlier be 
really is what he has a mind to be thought ? If he is» 
he neexl not give himself much further anxietv. 
What Will the world say ? is the common question 
in matters of difficulty; as if the terror lay wholly 
in ih<- sense which others, and not we onrseh'c», 
^h?il hue of our a<*tions. From this one source ari«c 
nil the impostors in every art and profession, in all 
])l.ices, among all persons, in conversation, as well 
as in business. Hence it is, that a vain fellow takes 
t\\i< e a'i much pains to be ridiculous, as would make 
liip.i «.ificerely agreeable. 

(an a.".v one be better ftshioned, better bred, a 
Ik'.s .'I'/ tne mrre good-nature, than Damasippusl 
Biif ;he \^h< Ic scope of hi-^ lo ks and actions tends sc 
iii'ir.?:crntely to ;;nin the good opinion of all he con- 
-^rr-fi-y v/itli, th:;i he loses it for that only reason. Ai 
it i^ i!:e nainrr ot vanity to impose false shews loi 
truth, so does it also turn real possessions into imi' 

I 
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ginarv ones. Damasippus, by assuming to himself 
whathe lias not, robs himself of what he has. 

There is nothing more necessary to establish repu- 
tation, than to suspend the enjoyment of it. He 
that cannot bear the sense of merit with silence, 
must of necessity destroy it : for tame being tlie ge- 
neral mistress ol mankind, whoever gives it to him- , 
self insults all to whom he relates any ciicumstances 
to his own advantage. He is considered as an open 
ravisher of that beauty, for whom all others pine in 
silence. But some minds. are so incapable of any 
temperance in this particular, that on every second 
in their discourse, you may observe an earnestness 
in their eyes, which shews they wait for your appro- 
bation j and perhaps the next instant cast an eye on 
a glass, to see how they like themselves. Walking 
the otJier day in a neighbouring inn of court, I saw 
a more happy and more graceful orator than I ever 
before had heard, or read of. A youth, of about 
nineteen years of age, was, in an Indian night-gown 
and laced cap, pleading a cause before a glass. The 
young fellow had a very good air, and seemed to hold 
his brief in his hand rather to help his action, than 
that he wanted notes for his further information. 
When I first began to observe him, I feared he 
would soon be alarmed ; but he was so zealous for 
his client, and so favourably received by the court, 
that he went on with great fluency to inform the 
bench, that he humbly hoped they would not let tlie 
merit of the cause sufler by the youth and inexperi- 
ence of the pleader j that in all things he submitted 
to their candour ; and modestly desired they would 
not conclude, but that strength of argument, and 
force of reason, may be consistent with grace of ac- 
tion, and comeliness of person. 

To me (who see people every day in the midst of 
crouds^ whomsoever the/ seem to address to^ talk 
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only to themselves, and of themselves) this orator 
was not so extravagant a man as pa-haps another 
wonld have thought him: but I took part in his suc- 
cess, and was very glad to find he had in his favour 
judgment and costs, without any manner of op- 
position. 

The effects of pride and vanity are of consequence 
only to the proud and vain ; and tend to nd ftirther 
ill than what is personal to themselves, in preventing 
their progress in any thing that is worthy and lauda- 
ble, and creating envy instead of emulation of supe- 
rior virtue. These ill qualities are to be found only 
in such as have so little minds, as to circumscribe 
their thoughts and designs within what properly re- 
lates to tlie value, which they think due to their dear 
and amiable selves : but ambition, which is the 
third great impediment to honour and virtue, is a 
fault of such as think themselves born for moving 
in an higher orb, and prefer being powerful and 
mischievous to being virtuous and obscure. 'Ihe 
parent of this mischief in life, so far as to regulate 
it into schemes, and make it possess a man's whole 
heart without his believing himsdfa damon, wr.s 
Machiavel. He first taught, 'that a man must ne- 
cessarily appear weak, to be honest Hence it gains 
upon the imagination, that a great is not so despi- 
cal;le as a little villain 3 and men are insensibly led to 
a belief, that the aggravation of crimes is tlie dimi- 
nution of them. Hence the impietv of thinking:: one 
thing, and speaking another. In pursuance of this 
empty and unsatisfying dream, to betray, to under- 
mine, to kill in themselves all natural sentiments of 
love to friends or country, is the willing practice of 
such as are thirsty of power for any other reason, 
than that of being useful and acceptable to man- 
kind. 
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Advertisement. 

*^t* Whereas Mr. BickerstafF has lately received 
a letter out of Ireiaiid, dated June the ninth, import- 
ing, that he is grown very dull, for the postage of 
which Mr. Morpheur charges one shilling; and aiuv 
ther without date of place or tinie, for which he, the 
said Morphew, charges two-pence: it is desired, 
tiaat for the future, his courteous and uncourteoui 
readers will go a little further in expressing their 
good and ill-will, and pay for the carriage of their 
letters J otherwise the intended pleasure or pain, 
which is designed for Mr. Bickers taff, will be wholly 
disappointed. 
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- '■ Pudet bare opprohria nobis 

£i diici potuisUf ^ mn potuiste refeffj, 

OVID. Met. ii. 75^, 

To hear an open slander is a corse : 

But not to find an answer is a worse. Dryd£ m. 

From my own apartment, June 19. 

pAsauiN of Rome to Isaac Bicke&staff of 

London. 

*' His Holiness is gone to Castel Gandolpho, much 
discomposed at some late accounts from the missiona- 
kifcs in your island; for a committee of cardiuals. 
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which lately sat for the reviving the force of 
obsolete doctrines, and drawing up amendmei 
certain points of faith^ have represented the c 
of Rome to be in great danger, from a treatise 
ten by a learned Englishman ; which carrier spi 
power much higher than we could have dar 
have attempted even here. His book is called. 
Epistolary Discourse, proving from the Scrip 
and the ^r>t Fathers, that the soul is a princip! 
turally mortal. Wherein is proved, that none 
the power of giving this divine immortalizing ! 
since the apostles, but the bishops. By Hcnty 
well, M. A.' The assertion appeared to our Li 
so short and effc ctual a method of subjecting the 
that it is feared auricular confession and absd 
will not be capable of keeping the clergy of Ro 
any degree of greatness, in competition wiih 
teachers, whose £ocks shall receive this op 
What gives the greater jealousy here is, that i 
catalogue of treatises which have been lately 
within the British territories, there is no me 
made of this learned work ; which circumstanc 
sort of implication, that the tenet is not held 
neons, but that the doctrine is received among j 
orthodox. The youth of this place are very i 
divicicd in opinion, whether a very memorable 
tation which the author repeats out of TertuUia 
not rather of the style and manner of Meursiu 
illo ipso voluptdtis uUinue astu, quo geiiitale 
expellhur, iionue uliquid de atiinia quoque sen 
exiret atque adeo viarcescimus ksf divigesciwus 
lucis detrimento 9 This piece of Latin goes n< 
ther than to tell us how our fathers begot us ; s< 
we are still at a loss how we afterwards comn 
eternal ; for creando infunditur, ^5* infundendi 
atuTy which is mentioned soon after, may a 
only to ilesh and bloody as well as the iormer. 
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readers in this city, some of whom have very much 
approved the warmth with which you have attacked 
free-thinkers, atheists, and other enemies to religion 
and virtue, are very much disturbed, that you have 
given them no account of this remarkable disserta- 
tion. I am employed by them to desire'you would, 
with all possible expedition, send me over the cere- 
mony of the creation of souls, as well as a list of all 
the mortal and immortal men within the dominions 
of Great-Britain. When you have done me this 
£civour, I must trouble you for other tokens of your 
kindness ; and particularly I desire you would let 
me have the religious handkerchief*, which is of 
late so much worn in England, for I have promised 
to make a present of it to a courtesan of a French 
minister. 

*' Letters from the frontiers of France inform us, 
that a young gentleman f , who was to have been 
created a cardinal on the next promotion, has put 
off his design of coming to Rome so soon as was 
intended; having, as it is said, received letters 
from Great-Britain, wherein several virtuosi of 
tliat island have desired him to suspend his reso- 
lutions towards a monastic life, until the British 
grammarians shall publish their explication of the 
words indefeazahle and revolution. According as 
these two hard terms are made to fit the mouths of 
the people, this gentleman takes his measures for 
his journey hither. 

" Your New Bedlam has been read and consi- 
dered by some of your countrymen among us j and 
one gentleman, who is now here a traveller, says, 
your design is impracticable $ for that there can be 

* Handkerchiefs printed with i«^)resencitions of Dr. Sa« 
cheverell. 

f The Pretender. 
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\\- v/bat be says be ^ ^^,^ve : '"J^.^ ^ub a verU&o; 

^Viscontse, »b^^'' i^ons are f^^^^^-^^ impatjence; 
treat an^\ ff aV-««=^*^"^freated Vub calumuy. 

heroes "^ J . pass twous" f 

» Th« t^Sfl - under a sawry vicissirode. 

5,t present to fl^Se ,s a «5^f^c«^d relish of 

\et, alas*- ti^^&'ig tbe ang«^* cornparisoas <>£ 

iK-r > ^^?, actions, and,^^J ^^Virr» from 
E\ory *'^5ed^^■'^^^*^''^^^e very instant ^ht 

^" to reason. 
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Jnessage of tht Carthaginian senators, who were 
lent to recall him> he was moved with a generous 
and disdainful sorrow ; and is reported to have said» 
* Hannibal then must be conquered, not by the 
arms of the Romans, whom he has often put to 
flight, but by the envy and detraction of his coun- 
trymen. Nor shall Scipio triumph so much in hi9 
fall, as Hanno, who will smile to have purchased 
the ruin of Hannibal> though attended with the fall 
•f Carthage/ 

I am. Sir, &c. 

Wilts Coffee-house^ June 19. 

Th^re is a sensible satisfaction itl observing the 
(countenance and action of the people on some oc* 
casions. To gratify myself in this pleasure, I came 
hither with all speed this evening with an account 
of the surrender of Douay. As soot) as the battle* 
critics heard it, they immediately, drew some com- 
fort, in that it must have cost us A great number of 
men. Othefs were so negligent of the glory of their 
country, that they went on in their discourse on the 
full house which Is to be at Othello on Thursday, 
and the curiosity they should go with, to see Wilks 
play a part so very different from what he had evejr 
Dcrore appeared in, together with the expectation 
that was raised in the gay part of the town on that 
ipccasion. 

This universal indolence slnd inattention among 
us to things that concern the public, made me look 
back with the highest reverence on the glorious in-^ 
•tafices in antiquity, of a contrary behaviour in the 
like circumstances. Harry English, upon observing 
the- room so little roused on the news, fell into the 
same way of thinking. **" How unlike,'* said he, 
'< Mr. Bickerstaffji ais we to the old ]^omans 1 

TOI.. XT, ^ 
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There was not a subject of their state but thought 
himself as much concerned in the honour of his 
country, as the first officer of the commonwealth. 
How do 1 admire the messenger, who ran with i 
thorn in his foot to tell the news of a victory to the 
senate ! He had not leisure for his private pain, 
until he had expressed his public joy ; nor could he 
suffer as a man^ until he had triumphed as a 
Roman," 
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^ct regio in ttrrts ncstri mob fluia lahtiis f 

VIR6. m». I. 464. 

What clime, what region^ so remote and strange^ 
Where these our labours are not known? 

R. WywHt, 

From my own Apartment, June ai. 

I WAS this morning looking over my letters, that I 
have lately received from my several correspon- 
dents J some of which, referring to my late papers, 
1 have laid aside, with an intent to give my reader a 
sight of them. The first criticises upon my Green- 
house, and is as follows : 

•'Mr. BiCKERSTAFF, Soutk Walcs, June J, 
** This letter comes to you from my Orangery, 
which 1 intend to reform as much as I can^ accord- 
ing to your ingenious model ; and shall only beg of 



N* 188. TATLEIt. 21 f 

you to communicate to roe your secret of preserving 
grass-plots in a covered room ; for in the climate 
where my country scat lies, they require rain and 
dews as well as sun and fresh air, and cannot live 
upon such fine food as your sifted weather, I must 
likewise desire you to write over your Green-house 
the ibllowing motto : 

Hie ver ferpetutim^ at que tdienh memihui asUs, 

Here vernal bloomy and inminet's genial warmth, 
Rciga all Che year. ' '■ R. W v n »«• 

Instead of your 

! quit me gelldit mh momtihus Ham 
SiUa/f & ingenti ramofum frotegat umhra ? 

VIRG. Georg. II. 44^. 

Some Gody convey me to the cooling shades 

Of dewy Hsmus! ' R. Wvnk», 

*' Which, under favour, is the panting of one in 
summer after cool shades, and not of one in' winter 
afler a summer-house. The rest of your plan is 
venr beautiful $ and that your friend, who has so 
well described it, may enjoy it many winters, is the 
hearty wish of 

'* His and your unknown, &c." 

This oversight of a grass-plot in my friend's 
Green-house, puts me in mind of a like incon« 
sistency in a celebrated picture; where Moses is re- '- 
presented as striking a rock, and the children of 
Israel quenching their thirst at the waters that flow 
from it, and run through a beautiful landscape of 
groves and meadows, which could not flourish in 
a place where water was to have been found only 
by a niirade. 

The next letter comes to me from a Kentish. 
yeoman> who is very angry with me for my advicp 

V 2 
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to parents, occasioned by the amours of Sylvia an4 
Philander, as related in my Paper, No. iSj. 

^' SaUIRE BiCEERSTAFF, 

'* I do not know by what chance one of your 
Tatlers is got into my family, and has almost 
turned the brains of my eldest daughter Winifred j 
who has been so undutiful ^s to fall in love of hcir 
own head, and tells me a foolish heathen story that 
she has read in your Paper to persuade me to give 
my consent. I am too wise to let childrep have 
their own wills in a business like marriage. It is z, 
matter in which neither I myself, nor any of my 
kindred, were ever humoured. My wife and I 
never pretended to love one another like your Sylvias 
«nd Philanders 5 and yet, if you saw our fire-side, 
you would be satisfied we are not always a squatw« 
bling. . For my part* I think that where man and 
woman come together by their own good liking, 
there is so much fondling and fooling, that it hin- 
ders young people from minding their business. 1 
must therefore desire you to change your note; and 
instead of advising us old folks, who perhaps havo 
more wit than yourself, to let Sylvia know, that 
she ought to act like a dutiful daughter, and maryy 
the man that she does not care for. Our great 
grandmothers were all bid to marry first, and lore 
would come afterwards; and 1 do jiot see why 
their daughters should follow their owp invendons, 
1 am resolved Winifred shall not. 

Yours, &c." 

This letter is a natural picture of ordinary con-t 
tracts, and of the sentiments of those minds that lie 
uqder a kind of intellectual rusticity. This trifling 
occasion made me run over in my imagination the 
many scenes 1 have observed of the married con- 
diuon^ >vherein the quiptesseuce of pleasure and 
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pain are rej)rcsentcd, as they accompany that state, 
«nd no other. It is certain, there are many thou- 
sands like the al^oye-mentioned yeoman and hi9 
vrife, who are never highly pleased or distasted in 
their whole lives. But when we consider the more 
informed part of mankind, and look uppn their be-r 
haviour, it then appears that very little of their 
time is indifferent, but generally spent in the most 
anxious vexation, or the highest satisfaction^ Shak- 
speare has admirably represented both the aspects of 
tnls state in the most e^^cellent tragedy of Othello. 
In the character of Desdemona, he runs through 
all the sentinaents of a virtuous maid, and a tender 
•wife. She is captivated by his virtue, and faithfal 
to h}m as well from that motive, as regard to l^er 
own honour. Othello is a great and noble spirit^ 
misled by the villainy of a false friend to suspect he^ 
innocence s and resents it acco^-dingly. When, 
^fter the many instances of passion, the wife is told 
the husband is jealous, her simplicity makes her 
incapable of believing it, and say, after such cir- 
pnrastances as lypuld drive ^nothe^ ^QP^^Q intq 
^straction, 

— r- 1 think the son where he ^as buro 
Drew all such homours from him. 

Thli opiniqn of him is so just, that his noble an^ 
fender heart beats itself to pieces, before he can af^ 
fixmt hpT with the mention of his jealousv ^ and he 
pwns, ^ts ^spicion has blotted out all tne sense of 

flory and h^ppmess wh^ch before it was possessed 
ntb, when he laments himself in the warm allu-* 
$ion8 of a inind accustomed, to entertainments sc^ 
Teiy. alfifereipt frqm the pangs of jealousy and re« 
Ycnge. How moving is his sorrow, W^ie^ <ie C^^ 
(X(t fl9 j^llow4 ; 

w 4 . • • 
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I hnd been happy, if the gen'ral campt 
; Pioneers and all, had tasted her sweet hotly, 
So I had nothing known. Oh now I for ever 
Farewel thn trsnqoil ntiind ! farewel content ! 
•Farewel the plumed troopr, and the b*g wais 
,That make iimbition virtue ! Oh fareuel I 
Farewel tb/e peigtung iteedy and the shrill tmrnp, 
Thespirk-btirringdrumy th' ear-piercing fife^ 
The royal banner, and all quality^ 
Pridfi pomp, and circumstance, of glorious war 1 
Aodf oh ye mortal engines I whose rude throats 
Tt>* immortal Jove's dread clamours counterfeit^ 
Furewel ! Othello's occupation's gone. 

I believe I may venture to say, there is not in any 
odier part of Shakspeare*s works more strong and 
lively pictures of nature than in this. I shall there- 
fore steal Incognito to see it, out of curiosity to ob- 
serve how Wilks and Gibber touch those places, 
where Betterton and Sandford so very highly ex- 
celled. But now I am got into discourse of acting, 
with which I am so professedly pleased, I shall 
conclude this Paper with a note 1 have just received 
from the two ingenious friends'^ Mr. Penkethmau 
ani Mr. Bullock. 

" Sir, 
*' Finding by your Paper, No. 189, that you are 
drawing parallels between the greatest actors of the 
age 5 as you have already begun with Mr. Wilks 
and Mr. Gibber^ we desire you would do the same 
justice to your humble servants, 

Wm. Bullock and Wm. Psnkbthmak.** 

For the information of posterity, I shall comply 
with this letter, and set these two great men in 
such a light as Sallust has placed his Gate and 

Mr." William Bullock and Mr. William Penketh- 
mau are of the same age^ pu)fession, and sex. The/ 
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lioth distinguish themselves in a very particulat 
manner under the discipline of the crdb-tree> with 
this only difference, that Mr. Bullock has the more 
agreeable squall, and Mr. Penkethman the more 
graceful shrug. Penkethman devours a cold chick 
-with great applause ; fiullock*s talent lies chiefly 
in asparagus. Penkethman is very dexterous at 
conveying himself under a table; Bullock is no 
less active at jumping over a stick. Mr. Penketh- 
man has a great deal of money 5 but Mr. Bullock ii 
the taller man. 
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M$f in juveneitf tit in e^t patrum 
Firtui\ mcimhellemftroca 
Progmerant squi/a ethimham, 

HOk. 4 Od. IV. 3». 

In steers laborious, and in generous steeds 
We trace their sires^ nor can the bird of Jove 
Imrepid, fierce, beget tit' unwarlike dove. 

FlANCll* 

From my own Apartment^ June 23. 

HAViKe lately turned my thoughts upon the con* 
siderations of the behaviour of parents to children 
in the great affair of marriage, 1 took much delight 
in turning pver a bundle of letters, which^a gentle- 
man's steward in the country had sent me some 
tini(5 ago. This parcel is a collection of letters 
v^itttea bj tbe childr^ of th^ f$ss^p to wliMah t^ 
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belongs^ to thdr father ; and contains all the little 
passages of their lives> and the new ideas they ren 
ceived a$ their years advanced. There is in them 
an account of t^eir diversions ^s well as their ex- 
ercises ', and what I thought very remarkable is, 
^hat two SODS of the family, who liow make consi- 
deraole figures in the wprld, gave omens of that 
$ort of character yhich they ^ow bear> in the first 
rudiments of thought whicti they show in their 
letters. Were one to point out a method of edu? 
cation, one could nof, methinks> frame one more 
pleasing or improving tlian this j where the childrfq 
get an habit ot communicating their thpUghts an4 
inclinations to their best friend with so much freer 
dom, that he can lonn schemes for ^eir future life 
§ad conduct froip an observation of their tempers j 
4ad by th^^t peans be early enough in choosing their 
way of life, to ma^e them forward in some art or 
science at an age when qthers have not 4ctennine4 
what profession to follow. As to the persons con- 
cerned in this packet I am speaking of, they have 
given great proofs of the force of this conduct of 
their father in thp effect it has upon their lives aD4 
manners. The elder, who is a scholar, showed 
from his infancy a propensity to polite studies, and 
has made a suitable progress in literature ^ but his 
learning is s^o \vell woven into his mind, that from, 
the inipression of it^ he seems rather to have cout 
traded an habit of life, than manner of discourse. 
To his books h^ sepms to owe a good oeconomy in 
his aflairs, ^nd a complacency in his manners;^ 
though in others that way of education has com- 
^nonly a quite different efect. The epistles of the 
Other son are full of accounts of what he thought 
p3()st rem irkable in his reading. He sends his fa-f 
4her for news the last noble story lie had read. I 
observe ^ he is particularly pouched with the co^r 
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duct of Codnu, who plotted his own deaths because 
the oracle had said, if he were not killed^ the 
enemy should prevail over his country. Many other 
incidents in his little letters give omens of a soul 
capable of generous undertakings 5 and what makes 
it the more particular is^ that this gentleman had^ in 
the present war> the honour apd happiness of doing 
^x; action, for which only it was worth coming into 
the world. Their father is the most intimate friend 
they have J and they always consult him rather 
than any other, when any error has happened iq 
their conduct through youth and inadvertency. The 
behaviour of this gentleman to his sons has made his 
)ife pass away with the pleasures of a second youth } 
for as the vexations which men receive from their 
children hasten the approach of age, and double the 
^rce of years 3 so the comforts, which they reap 
from them, are balm to all other sorrows, and dis^ 
appoint the injuries of time. Parents of children 
repeat their lives in their offspring j and their con- 
cern for them is so near, that they feel all their suft 
ferings and enjoyments as much as if tliey regardecl 
their own proper persons. But it is generally so far 
othen^'ise, that the common Vace of esquires in this 
kingdom use their sons as persons that are waiting 
only for their funerals, and spies upon their health 
^d happiness 5 as indeed they are, by their own 
making them such. In cases where a man takes 
the liberty after this manner to reprehend others, it 
is coipmonly said, let him look at home. I ani 
sorry to own it ; but there is one branch of the 
Jiouse of the BickerstafFs, who have been as erro- 
neous in their conduct this way as any other family 
whatsoever. The head of this branch is now in 
fown, and has brought up with him his son and 
daughter, who are all the children he has, in ordeif 
Ip be put sQi^ae way into the worlds and see 
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fasbloDS. They are both very ill-bred cubs ; aud 
having lived together from their infancy^ without 
knowledge of the distinctions and decencies that 
are proper to be paid to each other's sex, they 
squabble like two brothers. The father is one of 
those who knows no better than that all pleasure is 
debauchery, and imagines, when he sees a man 
become his estate, that he will certainly spend it. 
This branch are a people who never had among 
them one roan eminent either for good or ill ; how- 
ever, have all along kept their heads just above 
water, not by a prudent and regular oeconomy, but 
by expedients in the matches thev have made into 
their house. When one of the uunily has, in the 
pursuit of foxes, and in the entertainment of 
clowns, run out the third part of the value of hit. 
estate, such a spendthrift has dressed up his eldest 
son, aud married what they call a good fortune » 
who has supported the father as a tyrant over thtm, 
during his life, in the same house or neighbourhood. 
The son, in succession, has just taken the sama 
method to keep up his dignity, until the mortgages, 
he has ate and drunk himself into, have reduced 
him to the necessity of sacriticing his son also, in 
imitation of his progenitor. This had been, for 
many generations, the whole that had happened in 
tlie family of Sam Bickerstaff, until the time of my 
present cousin Samuel, the father of the young 
people we have just now spoken of. 

Samuel Bickerstaff, esquire, is so happy, as that 
by several legacies from distant relations, deaths of 
maiden sisters, and other instances of good fortune, 
he has, besides his real estate, a great sum of 
ready money. His son at the same time knows he 
has a good fortune, which the father cannot 
alienate -, though he strives to make him believe, 
he. depends only on his will for maintenance. Tom 
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-is now in his nineteenth year, Mrs.' Mary in her 
fifteenth. Cousin Samuel > who understands no 
one point of good behaviour as it regards all tho 
rest of the worlds is an exact critic m the dress^ 
the motion, the looks^ and gestures of his children. 
What adds to tlieir misery is, that he is excessively 
fond of them^ and the greatest part of their time is 
spent in the presence of this nice observer. Their 
life is one continued constraint. The girl never 
turns her head, but she is warned not to follow the 
proud minxes of the town. The boy is not to turn 
fop, or be quarrelsome -, at the same time, not to 
take an affront. I had tlie good fortune to dine 
with him to-day, and heard his fatherly table-talk as 
we sat at dinner, which, if ray memory does not 
fail me, for the benefit of the world, I shall set 
down as he spoke it ; which was much as follows, 
and may be of great use to those parents who seem 
to make it a rule, that their children's turn to enjoy 
the world is not to commence, until they themselves 
have left it. 

" Now, Tom, I have bought you chambers in 
the inns of court. I allow you to take a walk once 
or twice a day round the garden. If you mind 
your business, you need not study to be as great a 
lawyer as Coke upon Littleton. I have that that 

■ will keep you ; but be sure you keep an exact ac- 
count of your linen* Write down what you give 
out to your laundress, and what she brings home 
again. Gro as little as possible to the other end of 

' the town ; but if you do, come home early. I be- 
lieve I was as sharp as you for your ears ; and I 
had my hat snatched oif my head coming home late 
at a stop by St. Clement's church, and I do not 
know from that day to this who took it. I do not 
tzxc if you learn to fence a little j for I would not 
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Invr ymi be made a f<)ol of. Let ini^ have an ac- 
tiHiiit ot rvcry tiling every poit j 1 am wUHng to be 
ut \Wm cliargr. and 1 thiuk you need not ipare your 
li.iiiiH. Ah lor you, daughter Molly, do tiot inind 
oiM* word that in latd to you in London ) for it if 
only Jor )our money* " 



•» 
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m " Timet Dsfuot fif itotM fertitiiu 

VIRG. JE1I.II.4& 

Trojsuif all Gi e«kf antl Grecian giltf diitniit 

Sheer 'lane, June 26, 

TiiKiu: nrr Sfjrnc occasions in life, wherein regard 
to ,i man's sclt is the most pitiful and contctnptiblo 
ii\ all iKis'^ionn ) and such a time certainly is wi»en 
till' true public spirit of a nation is run into a faction 
a^'ainsi their Iriciulsand hrncfnrtors. I have hinted 
li( M tolorc sonic thin^Ts ^vhich discover the real sor- 
row 1 am in at iLe ohscrvafjon, that it is now vcrjr 
niurh ho in (ircal IJritain, and have had the honour 
to he |)<:ltr*d will) scveial epistles to exp(;8tulatc with 
lur on tiiat huhjrct. Among others, one from I 
person f)f tlir munhcr of those they call Quaken, 
who M ( nis to admonish me (»tit (;f pnre zeal and 
go<;(t-will. Hut as there is no character so unjuktas 
that of taikinu in party upon all occasions, without 
rrspect to merit or worth on ihts cordrary side; no 
tlurc is no pari wc can act so ju:>tifiable aa to spi'ak 
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Qor mind when we see things Urged to extrennity, 
against all that is praise- worthy or valuable in life, 
upon general and groundless suggestions. But if I 
hftve talked too frankly upon such reflections, my 
.carreapondent has laid before me, alter his way, the 
error of it in a manner that makes me indeed tliank-* 
I'ul for his kindness, but the more inclinable to re- 
peat the imprudence from the necessity of the cir* 
cumstance. 

« Frirnd Isaac the j 3d of the 6ih month, 

raiEND ISAAC, ^j^,^.h is the month June. 

" Forasmuch as I love thee, I cannot any longrr 
refrain declaring my mind unto thee concerning 
some tilings. Thou didst thyself indite the epistle 
inserted in one. of thy late Lucubrations, as thou 
WQ^ldst have us call them : for verily thy friend of 
ttone, and I speak according to knowledge, hath no 
fingers \ and thongh he hatli a moutli, yet spc4iketh 
lie not therewith ; nor yet did ihat epistle at «nll 
come unto thee from the mansion-house of tlic scar- 
fct whore. It is plain therefore, that the truth is 
Dot in thee : but since thou wouldst lie, couldst not 
ihou lie with more discretion \ Wherefore shouldst 
tbou insult over the afflicted, or add sorrow unto the 
.fceaVy of heart ? IVuly this gall proceedcih not Ironi 
the spirit of meekness. 1 tell thcc moreover, the 
people of this land bemar\cllously given to change ; 
insomuch that it may likely come ^o pa?s, that be- 
fore thou art manv years nearer to thy dissolution, 
thou mayest behold him sitting on a ini;h place 
whom thou now langhcst to scorn : and then how 
wilt thou be glad to hiiml))e thysr f to ihc ground, 
and lick the dust of his feet, that thon niaycst lind 
favour in his sight ? If thou didst meditate; as much 
upon the word, as thou dost upon the profane 
scribblings of the wise ones of this generation^ tliou 
vol. 1V» X 
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wouldst have remembered what happened untp 
Shimei, the son of Gera the Benjamite, who cursed 
the good roan David in his distress. David par- 
doned his transgression J yet was he afterwards 
taken as in a snare by the words of his own mouthy 
and fell by the sword of Solomon the chief ruler. 
Furthermore, I do not remember to have heard in 
the days of my youth and vanity^ wbeo^ like thinc^ 
my conversation was with the Gentiles^ that At 
men of Rome, which is Babylon, ever sued unta 
the men of Carthage, for tranquillity, as thou dost 
aver. Neither was Hannibal, the son of Hamilcar^ 
called home by his countrymen, until these saw the 
sword of their enemies at their gates i and then was 
it not time for him, thinkest thou, to return I It 
;)ppeareth therefore that thou, dost prophesy I#gI&- 
wards^ thou dost row one way, and look another j 
and indeed in all things art thou too much a tim^ 
server > yet seemest thou not to consider what a d^ 
may bring forth. Think of this, and take tobacco. 
Thy friend. 

If the zealous writer of the above letter has an^ 
meaning, it is of too high a nature to be the subject 
of my Lucubrations. I shall therefore wave su(^ 
high points, and be as useful as I can to persons ct' 
less moment tlian any he hints at. When a jmn 
runs into a little fame in the world, as he meets with 
a great deal of reproach which he does not desenc* 
so does he also a great deal of esteem to whidi 4^ 
has in himself no pretensions. Were it otbermds^ 
1 am sure no one would offer to put a law-case io 
nie : but because I am an adept in physic and astro- 
logy, they will needs persuade n>e that I am do kss 
a proficient in all other sciences. However, the 
point mentioned in the following letter is so plain a 
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one, that I think I need not trouble myself to cast a 
figure to be able to discuss it. 

*' Mr. BickbrsYaff, 

• 

** It is some years ago since the entail of the 
mtate of our family was altered, by passing a fine 
ia favour of me, who now am in possession of it, 
after some others deceased. The heirs-general » 
who lived bej'ond sea,, were excluded by this settle- 
loent, and the whole estate is to pass in a new 
channel after me and my heirs. But several tenants 
«f the lordship persuade me to let them hereafter 
ftold their lands of mc according to the old customs 
«f the barony, and not oblige them to act by the li- 
Bxitations of the last settlement. This, they say, 
will make me more popular among my denendants, 
aod the antient vassals of the estate, to wnom any 
Aviation horn the line of succession is always in* 
lddious» "^ 

Yours, Sec." 



«r 



Sir, Sheer-lane, June 24. 

^ You have by the fine 3 plain right, in whicR; 
vone else of your family can be your competitor ;: 
§x which reason, by all mean* demand vassalage 
mpon that title. The contrary advice can be given 
fat no other purpose in nature but to betray you, 
and fevour other pretenders, by making you place a 
Bi^ht which is in you only, upon a level with a 
sg^t which you have in common with others. 
I am. Sir,, 
Your most faithful servant, until death, 

I. B." 

There is nothing so dangerous or so pleasing, as 
osnipliments made to us by our enemies : and my 
ccrrrespondent tells me, that though he knows se* 
lecalof those who give him this counsel were at first 

X 2 
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ugasnit patting the fine in favour of him i 
fto touched with their homage to hins, tb 
hardly believe they have a mind to set it 
order to introduce the heirs-general into h 

I'hese are great evils ; but since there 
ceeding with success in this world, with 
plying with the arts of it, I shall use the 
tliod as my correspondent's tenants did wit 
relation to one whom I never had a kini 
but shall, notwitlistandingj presume to 
my advice. 

IsikAC BicKRRSTArp, Esqutrc, of Grbat- 
to Lewis the Fourteenth of FftAN< 

" Sir, 
" Your Majesty will pardon me while 
liberty to acouaint vou, that some passag 
from yopr side of tne water do very mnc 
your interest. We take it very unkindly 
prints of Paris are so very partial in favo 
set of men among us, and treat the otlu 
copcileablc to your interests. Your write 
large in recounting any thing which relal 
figure and power of one partv, but are du 
they should represent the actions of the otJ 
is a trifling circumstance which many he 
U> lay son^e stress upon j and therefore I 1 
to ouer it to your consideration before yo 
0e next courier, 
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NM&l. THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 1710. 



— Prfier vitam vivtndi ffrdtrt eau mi. 

JUV.S2t.vui.S4.. 



B.ise1y they 



The sacred caire for whicli th<*y 'ic h m, betray^ 
Who giv« up Virtue for a worthless life. 

R. Wymrb* 

Frcm my own ^parimeni, June 28. 

Of all the evils under the sun, tliat of making vice 
commendable is the greatest : for it seems to be tlie 
basis of society, that applause and qontempt should 
be always given to proper objects. But in this ago 
we behold things> for which we onglit to have an 
•bl^orrence, not only received without disdain, but 
even valued as motives of emulation. This is na-« 
tarally tlie destruction of simplicity of n)anners> 
openness of heart, and gc^^crosity of ttimper. When 
a person ^Ives himself the liberty to rang<? and run 
over ip his thoughts the different geuiuses of men, 
which he meets m the world, one cannot but ob- 
scTvCj, that n(;ost of the indirectiop and artifice, 
which is used among men. does not proce'^d so much 
from a degeneracy i(i nature, as a^ affectation of 
appearing men oi consequence by such practiees. 
By this means it is, tbat a ciuming man is so far 
from being ashamed of being esteemed such, that 
he secretly rejoices in it. It has been a sort of 
maxim, that the greatest art is to conceal art -, but I 
know not howj, a^aong some people \yc (ucct witiv,rf 
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their greatest cunning is to appear cunnin* 

is Polypragtnon makes it the whole busin 

life to be thought a cunning fellow, and tj 

much greater character to be terrible th 

able. When it has once entered into a n 

to have an ambition to be thought crafty 

evils are' necessary consequences. To deo 

immediate endeavour of him^ who is pro; 

capacity of doing it. It is certain, Pol 

does all the ill he possibly can, but p 

much more than he performs. He is oo 

his own thoughts, and hugs himsdf in I 

that though he is locked up there and 

thing, the world does not know but that \ 

mischief. To favour this suspicion* he j 

looks and shrugs in his general behavioi 

you to understand that you do not kno 

means. He is also wonderfully adverbial 

pressions, and breaks off with a ** Perhs 

sod of the head upon matters of the most 

nature. It ia a mighty practice with m 

genius to avoid frequent appearance in p 

to be as mysterious as possible when the; 

into company. There is nothing to be 

cording to them, in the common way ; ai 

matter in hand be what it will, it nuist 

with an air of importance, and transac 

may so speak, with an ostentatious secrec 

are your persons of long-heads, who "s 

make the world believe tlicir tlioUghts an 

very much superior to their neighbours j 

value what tiiese their neighbours thinl 

provided they do not reckon them foe 

have such a fomantic touch in business 

hate to perform any thing like other men 

in their choice, they had rather bring the 

io boor by over*rcaching the persons diey 
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a plain and simple manner. They niake 
ies for the honour of surmounting them, 
gmon is eternally busied after this manner, 
» other prospect, than that he is in hopes to 
ght the most cunning of all men, and feats 
putation of want of understanding much 
lan tliat of the abuse of it. But, alas ! how 
ptible is such an ambition, which is the very 

of all that is truly laudable, and the very 

iclion to the only means to a just reputationy 

ty of manners ! Cunning can in no circum* 

maginable be a quality worthy a man, ex* 

his own defence^ and merely to conceal 

from such as are so ; and in such cases, it 
ngcr craft, but wisdom. The monstrous afj^ 
n of betng thought artful immediately kilh 
;^ts of humanity and goodness ; and givea 
sense of the soft affections and impulses of 
id, which are imprinted in us for our mutual 
ige and succour, as of mere, weaknesses and 
According to the men of cunning, you are 
off the nature of a man as fast as you can, 
^uire that of a daymon ; as if it were a more 

character to be a powerful enemy, than an 
tend. But it ought to be a morti£cation to 
fected this way, that there wants but little 
ban instinct to be considerable in it; for 

man has arrived at being very bad in his in« 
>n, he has not much more to do but to coq>* 
mselfy apd he may revenge, cheat, and de« 
without much employment for understand* 
id go on with great chearfulness with the 
>plause of being a prodigious cunning fellow, 
ideed, when we arrive at that pitch of ^te 
IS not to think cuiming a contemptible qua- 
t is, methinks, a very ^reat injustice that 
^kets are had in lo Uttlp veneration ) wixa 
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must be admirably well turned, not only for the 
theoretic, but also the practical behaviour of cun- 
ning fellows. After all the endeavours of this fa- 
mily of men whom we call cunning, their whole 
work falls to pieces, if others will lay down all 
esteem for suph artifices ; and treat it as an unmanly 
quality, which they forbear to practise only because 
Xhcy abhor it. When the spider is ranging in the 
different apartments of his web, it is true, that he 
only can weave so £ne a thread ; but it is in the 

Sower of the merest drone that has wing8> to fly 
trough and destroy it. 

Tf^iirs Coffee-house, June 28, 

Though the taste of wit and pleasure is at present 
but very low in this town, yet there are some that 
preser\'e their relish undebauched with conunon 
impressioDS, and can distinguish between reality 
^nd imposture. A gentleman was saying here this 
evening, that he would go to the play to-morrovr 
night, to see heroism as it has been represented by 
some of our tragedians, represented in burlesque. 
It seems, the play of Alexander is to be then turned 
into ridicule for its bombast, and other false oma« 
paents in the thoughts as well as the language. The 
bluster Alexander makes is as much inconsistent 
with tlie character of an hero, as the roughness of 
Clytus, an instance pf the sincerity of a bold artless 
soldier. To be plain is not to he rude, but rather. 
inclines a man to civility apd deference \ not indeed 
to show it in the gestures of the body, but in the 
sentiments of the min4. It is, among other things, 
from the impertinent figures unskilful dramatists 
^raw of the chara(:tcrs of men, that youth are be-, 
wildered and prejudiced in their sense of the world, 
pf which they have no notions but what they draw 
^9^ boQ]^ ^4 ^'^9^ ref.rf s^Pt^Uoim. Thu& (a^ to 
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a very young man, let him h9 of never so good 
sense, and he shall smile when you speak of since- 
rity in a courtier, good sense in A soldier, or honesty 
in a politician. Tlie reason of this is, that you 
hardly see one play, wherein each of these ways 
of life is not drawn by hands that know nothing of 
any one of them ; and the truth is so far of the op- 
posite side to what tliey paint, that it is more im- 
practicable to live in esteem in courts than any 
vrhere else, without sincerity* Good sense is tiie 
great requisite in a soldier, and honesty tlie only 
thing that can support a politician. This way of 
diinking made the gentleman, of whom I was just 
now speaking, say, he was glad any one had taken 
upon him to depreciate sucii unnatural fustian as 
the tragedy of Alexander. The character of that 
prince mdeed was, that he was uix'([ual, tnd given 
to intemperance j but in his sober moments, when 
he had tne precepts of his great instructor warm in 
his inoagination, he was a pattern of generous 
thoughts and dispositions, in op|>ositi()n to tho 
Btrongest desires which are incident to a youth and 
conqueror, fint instead of representing that hero 
in the glorious character of generosity and chastity, 
in bis treatment of the beauteous family of Darius, 
he is drawn all along as a monster of lust, or ef 
cruelty ; as if tlie way to raise htm to the degree of 
an hero, were to make his character as Kttle like 
that of a worthy man as possible. Such rude and 
indigested draughts of things are the proper objects 
of ridicule and contempt i and depreciating Alex- 
ander, as we have him drawn, is the only way of 
restoring him to what he was in himself. It is well 
contrived of the players to lot this part be followed 
by a true picture of life, in tlie c(>mrdy called, 
" The Chances," wherein Don John and Coy- 
staritia are acted to the utmost perfectioiw There 
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need noi be « greater instance of tlie jfoire of actiom 
than in many incidents of this play, where indif* 
fereot passages, and such as ounduce only to the 
tacking of Ut^ scenes together, are enlivened with 
such an agreeable gesture and behaviour, as appa* 
rently shews what a play might be, though it is fid 
lirholly what a play should be. 
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Tecum vivere Mum, ticum^btamiihenu 

uoR. I oa. x^. vtr. ttk. 

.«--— Oiadly I 



With thee would live, witji thee would dia. 

t'rom my own apartment, June 30. 

Some years since I was engaged with a coach-fuB 
of friends to take a journey as far as the Land** 
End. We were very well pleased with one ano- 
ther the first day ; every one endeavouring to re- 
commend himself by his good humour, and com- 
plaisance to the rest of the company. This good 
correspondence did not last long ; one of our party 
was soured the very first evening by a plate ai 
butter which had not been melted to his mind, and 
KV'hich spoiled his temper to such a degree, that he 
continued upon the fret to the end of our journey. 
A second fell off from his good humour tlie next 
morning, for 00 other reason, that I could imagine. 
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but because X chance4 to step into the- coMb before 
iunis and place myself on the shady side. This, 
lu>weTer^ was- bat my own private guess ; for he 
did' not noention a word of it, nor indeed of susjr 
thing cfee, for three days following. The rest oif 
ens company held out very near haif the way, when 
on a sudden Mr. Sprightly M\ asleep > and instead 
of endeavouring to divert and oblige us, as he had 
Mtherto done, carried himself with an unconcerned^ 
careless, drowzy behaviour, until we came to our 
last stage. There were three of us who still held 
«p our heads, and did all we could to make our 
journey agreeable > but, to my shame be it spok^^ 
about three miles on this side Exeter; I was taken 
with an unaccountable fit of sullenness^ that hung 
upon me for above threescore miles ; whether h 
'were for want of respect, or from an aecidenta! tread 
iipon my foot, or from a foolish nia»d*s callrng me« 
•• The old gentleman," I cannot telK In shorty 
there was but one who kept his good humow to th& 
Land's End. 

There was another co^ch that went along with 
nsy in which I likewise observed, that there wer^ 
many secret jealousies, heart-burnings, and ani* 
mosities : for when we joined companies at nighty 
I could not but tal>e notice that the passengers 
neglected their own cbm^xiny, and studied how to 
make themselves esteemed by us, who were altoge- 
ther strangers to them ; until at length they grew 
so well acquainted with us, that they liked us as 
little as they did one another. When I reflect upoR 
this jonrney, I often fancy it to be a picture of hu- 
man life, in respect to the several friendships, con- 
tracts, and alliances, that are made and dissolved in 
the several periods of it. The most delightful and 
most lasting engagements are generally those which 
fkass between man and woman j^ and yet upon ^hni 
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trifles 20^ they weakened, or entire!/ broken ! 
Sometiu^s the parties fly asunder even in the 
midst of courtship, and sometimes grow cool in thf 
•very honey-monib. Some separate before the first 
child, and some after the fifth; others continue 
cood ur'til thirty, others until forty j white some 
tew, whose souls are of an happier make, and betta 
fitted to one another, travel on togeilier to the end 
of their journey in a continual intercourse of kind 
ofhces, and mutual endearments. 

\Viae4i we therefore diuse our companions foi 
life, if we hope to keep both them and ourselves ii 
good humour to the last stage of it, we must be 
extremely careful in the choice we make, as wd 
as ii^ tt^ conduct on our own part. When the per 
sons to whom we join ourselves can stand nn exami 
nation, and bear the scrutiny j when they mea 
upon our acquaintance with them, and discovc 
new beauties, the more we search into their cha 
racters ; onr love will naturally rise in proportioYi U 
their perfections. 

But because there are. very few possessed of sue! 
accomplishments of body and mind, we ought t 
look after those qualifications both in ourselves an< 
others, which are indispensably necessary toward 
this happy union, and which are in the power t 
every one to acquire, or at least to cultivate an 
improve. These, in my opimon, are chearfulne: 
and constancy. A chearful temper joined with iii 
nocence will make beauty attractive, kuowlcdg 
delightful, and wit good-natured. It will lighlc 
sickness, poverty, and affliction j convert ignc 
ranee into an amiable simplicity 3 and render de 
formity itself agreeable. 

Constancy is natural to persons of even tempci 
and uniform dispositions , and may be acquired b 
iiiQsa of the greatest fickleness, violence, an 
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passion, who consider seriously the terms of union 
jpon which they come together, the mutual interest 
n which they are engaged, with all the motives 
that ought to incite their tenderness and com- 
passion towards those, who have their dependence 
upon them, and are embarked with them for life in 
tlie same state of happiness or misery. Constancy, 
when it grows in tlie mind upon considerations of 
this nature, becomes a moral virtue, and a kind of 
good-nature, that is not subject to any change of 
health, age, fortune, or any of those accidents, 
which are apt to unsettle the best dispositions that 
are founded ratlier in constitution than in reason. 
Where such a constancy as this is wanting"^ the 
most inflamed passion may fall away into coldness 
and indifference, and the most melting tenderness 
degenerate into hatred and aversion. I shall comr 
elude this Paper with a story> that is very wclT 
known in tlie north of £ngland. 

About thirty years ago, a packet-boat tliat had 
several passengers on board was cast away upon 9 
rock, and in so great danger of sinking, that all 
who were in it endeavoured to save themselves as 
well as they could -, though only, those who coul4 
swim well had a bare possibility of doing it. 
Among the passengers there were two women of 
fashion, who, seeing themselves in such a discon- 
solate condition, begged of their husbands not to 
leave them. One of them chose rather to die witk 
his wife, than to forsake her ^ the other, though ha 
was moved with the utmost compassion for his 
wife, told her, " that for the good of their children, 
it was better one of them should live, than both 
perish.'* By a great piece of good luck, next to 
a miracle, when one of our good men had taken 
the last and long farewel in order to save himselfj,. 

VOL, ir. IP 
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tnd the other held in his arms the person that wai 
dearer to him than life, the ship was preserved. 
It is with a secret sorrow and vexation of mind 
that I must tell the sequel of the story, and let 
my reader know, that this faithful pair,- who were 
ready to have died in each other's arms, ^ahout 
three years after their escape, upon some trifling 
disgust grew to a coldness at first, and at length 
.fell out to such a degree, that they left one ano- 
ther, and parted for ever. The other couple lived 
together in an uninterrupted friendship and fe- 
licity; and what was remarkable, the husband^ 
whom the shipwreck had like to have separated 
from his wife, died a few months after her, not 
being able to survive the loss of her. 

I n^ust confess, there is something in the 
changeableness and inconstancy of human nature, 
that very often both dejects and terrifies me. What- 
ever I am at present, I tremble to think what I 
may be. While I find this principle in me, how- 
can I assure myself that I shall always be true to 
my God, my friend, or myself ? In short, without 
constancy there is neither love, friendship, nor vir« 
^ue^ in the world. 
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^i didicit fatriit quid diheat, & quid amicii ; 
^uo sit annre fat em f quo /rater amandus & Aof^i;— * 
Jieddere ferssruB sa't nnvenitntia cui^ue» 

HOR. Ars Poet. ver« 3^. ' 

The Piter, who with wild discernment knowi 
What to his country and his friends he owes ; 
How various nntiire warms the human breast^ 
To loVe the parent, brother, friend or ^aest,--« 
tie surely knows, with nice, well-judging art. 
The strokes peculiar to each difit:rent pare 

FaAMci&t 

}Vilts Coffee-house, July 3* 

HAVE of late received many epistles, wberein thft 
Titers treat me as a mercenary person, for soma 
ttle hints concerning matters which, they thinks 
should not have touched Upon but for sordid con* 
derations. It is apparent that my motive could 
ot be of that kind y for when a man declares him- 
df openly on one side, that p^ty will take no more 
Dticfe of him, because he is sufe; and the set of 
len A^'hom he declares against, for the same reason, 
re violent against him. Thus it is folly in a plain- 
ealer to expect, that either his friends will reward 
im, or his enemies forgive him. For which rea- 
)n, I thought it was the shortest way to impaf- 
ality, to put myself beyond furtlier hopes or fears, 
y declaring myself at a tiiue when the dispute h 
ot about persons and parties, but things and 
luses. To relieve myself from the vexation whick 

y 2 
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naturally attends such refiections, I came hit 

this evening to give my thoughts quite a new tv 

and converse with men of pleasure and wit, rat 

than those of business and intrigue. I had hai 

entered the room when I was accosted by Mr. T 

mas Doggetf who desired my favour in relatioi 

the play which was to be acted for his benefit 

Thursday. He pleased me in saying it was '' ' 

Old Bacnelor/' in which comedy there is a nei 

aaiy circumstance observed by the author, wl 

most other poets either overlook or do not un< 

stand, that is to say, the distinction of charact 

It is very ordinary ^ith writers to indulge a cer 

modesty o£ believing all men as witty as tb< 

•elves, and making aU the persons of the play qp 

the sentiments of the author, without any mat 

of respect to the age> fortune, or quality, of . 

that is on the stage. Ladies talk lixe rakes, 

^footmen make similies : but this writer knows n: 

y^hich makes his plays reasonable entertainmc 

\vhile the scenes of most others are like the ti 

between the acts. They are perhaps agree 

sounds ; but they have no ideas affixed to th 

Dogget thanked me for my visit to him in the i 

ter ; and, after his comic manner, spoke his req 

with so arch a leer, that I promised the dro 

would speak to all my acquaintance to be at 

play. 

Whatever the world may think of the ac 
whether it be that their parts have an effect on t 
lives, or whatever it is, you see a wonderful b 
volence among them towards the interests and 
cessitics of each other. Dogget therefore w 
not let me go, without delivering me a letter i 
poor old Downs, the prompter, wherein thai 
taioer to the theatre desires my advice and assist 
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in a matter of concern to him. I have sent him my 
private opinion for his conduct ; but the stage and 
state affairs being so much canvassed by parties and 
factions, I shall for some time hereafter take leave 
of subjects which relate to either of them ; and em- 
ploy ray cares in the consideration of matters, 
vt^hich regard that part of mankind, who live with- 
out interesting themselves with the troubles or plea- 
sures of either. However, for a mere notion of the 
present posture of the stage, 1 shall give you the 
letter at large, as follows : 

• 

*' Honoured Sir, July i, ijio. 

, *' Finding by divers of your late Papers, that you 
are a friend to the profession of which I was many 
years an unworthy member, I the rather make bold 
to crave your advice touching a proposal that ha» 
been lately made me of coming again into business,. 
and the sub-administration of stage atfairs. I have, 
from ray youth, been bred up behind the curtain, 
and been a prompter from the time of the Resto- 
ration. I have seen many changes, as well of 
scenes as of actors $ and have known men withia 
my remembrance arrive to tlie highest dignities of 
the theatre, who made their entrance in the quality 
of mutes, joint-stools, flower-pots, and tapestry. 
hangings. It cannot be unknown to the nobility 
and gentry, that a gentleman of the inns of court *» 
and ^ deep intriguer, had sotpe time since worked 
himself into the sole mapagpment and direcuon of 
the theatre. Nor is it less nQtariqiis, ihat his rest- 
less ambitipn, anci^ubtle machinations, did ;m toi-i* 
fpstly.tond tP the ei^tirpation of the good old British 
actors, and the introduction of foreign pretenders y 
tach as -Harlequins, fVench dancers, aod Kuinaxb 
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singers ; who, though they impoverished the pro- 
prietors^ and imposed on the audience, were for 
some time tolerated, by reason of his dextrous insi- 
nuations, which prevailed upon a few deluded wo- 
men, especially the Fizard Masks, to believe that 
the stage was in danger. But his schemes were 
soon exposed -, and the great ones that supported 
him withdrawing their favour, he made his exit, 
and remained for a season in obscurity. During 
this retreat the Machiavilian was not idle ; but se- 
cretly fomented divisions, and wrought over to his. 
side some of the inferior actors, reserving a trap- 
door to himself, to which only he had a key. This 
entrance secured, this cunning person, to complete 
his company, bethought himself of calling in the 
most eminent strollers from all parts of the king* 
Jom. I have seen them all ranged together behind 
the scenes; but they are many of them persons 
that never trod the stage before, and so very auk- 
ward and ungainly, that it is impossible to believe 
the audience will bear them. He was looking over 
his catalogue of playt^ and indeed picked up a good 
tolerable set of grave faces for counsellors, to ap* 
pear in the famous scene of 'Venice Preserved,' 
when the danger is over ; but they being but mere 
outsidcs, and the actors having a great mind to 
play * The Tempest,' there is not a man of them, 
when he is to perform any thing above dumb show, 
is capable of acting with a good grace so much a< 
the part of Trincalo. However, the master per- 
sists in his design, and is fitting up tlie old stonn; 
hnx. I am afraid he will not be able to procure 
sble saiiprs or experienced officers for love or 
money. 

** Besides all this, when he comes to cast the 
ptrtSj there is 90 great a confusion amongst tbevi 
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fTir want of proper actors, that for my part, I am 
wholly discouraged. The play with which they 
flcsign to open is, * The Duke and no Duke ;* and 
tliey are so put to it, that tlie roaster himself is t» 
act the Conjurer, and they have no one for the Ge- 
neral but honest George Powell. 

*' Now, Sir, they being so much at a loss for 
tlit Dramatis Personce, viz. tlie persons to enact, 
and the whole frame of tl|e bouse being designed 
to be altered, I desire your (Opinion, whether you 
Chink it advisable for me to undertake to protnpt 
them ? For thoujgh I can clash swords when they 
represent a battle, and have yet lungs enough left 
to hu^za their victories, I question, if I should^ 
prompt them right, whether they would act accord* 
mgiy. I am 

Your honour's most humble servant, 

J. Downs.**. 

*^ P. S. Sir, since I writ this, I am credibly 
iafbrmed, that they design a new house in Lin- 
coln's-inn-fields, near the Popish chapel, to bft 
readv by Michaelmas next; which indeed is but 
repairing an old one that has already failed. You 
know, the honest man who kept the office is gone 
already/' 
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Milita omms amatk. OVID. Amor. El. I 

The toils of love require a warrior's art, 
Aod every lover plays the soUier's paru 

R. ? 

From my own Apdrtment, July ^. 

I WAS this morning readlog the tenth cant 
fourth book of Spenser, in which Sir Sci 
relates the progress of his courtship to Amor 
a very beautiful allegory, which is one of t 
natural and unmixed of any in that most c 
a\ithor. I shall transprose it, to use Mr. 
term, for the benefit of many English Lov< 
have, by frequent letters, desired me to 1j 
some rules for the conduct of their virtuous 
and shall only premise, that by the Shield 
is meant a gencrousy constant passion for th 
beloved. 

'* When the fame," says he, '^ of this c( 
beauty first flew abroad, I went in pursuit < 
the Temple of Love. This tempi e,"^ conti 
*' bore the name of the goddess Venus, 
seated in a most fruitful island, walled b] 
against all invaders. There was a singl 
that led into the island, and before it a ca 
risoned by twenty knights. — Near the castb 
open plain, and in the mid^t of it a pillar, ( 
"was hung the Shield of Love j and underncJ 
letters of gold^ was this insiwiption,; 
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** Happy Vie nuin wlio well can uce his bliss f 
** Whose ever be the shieldi fair Amorec be his. 



<t 



My heart panted upon reading the inscriptionr 
I struck upon the shield with my spear. Immedi- 
atdy issued forth a knight well mounted^ and com* 
pletdy armed, who, without speaking, ran fiercely 
dt me. I received him as well as I could, and by 
good fortune threw him out of the saddle* I en- 
countered the whdie twenty successively, and» 
leaving them all extended on the plain, carried off 
the shield in token of victory. Having thus van* 
quished my rivals, I passed on without impediment, 
until I came to the utmost gate of the bridge, which 
I found locked and barred. I knocked and called ^ 
but could get no answer. At last I saw one on the 
otiier side of the gate, who stood peeping through a 
email device. This was the porter 3 he had a dou* 
Isle face resembling a Jaaus, and was continually 
looking about him, as if he mistrusted some sudden 
danger. His name, as I afterwards learned, was 
Doubt. Overagainst him sat Delay, who enter- 
tained passengers with some idle story, while they 
lo6t «uch opportunities as were never to be recovered. 
As soon as the porter saw my shield, he opened the 
gatQ ', but upon my entering. Delay caught hold of 
me, and would fain have made me listen to her 
fooleries. However, I shook her off, and passed 
forward, until I came to the second gate, *The 
Gate of Good Desert,* which always stood wide 
open, but in the porch was an hideous giant, that 
stopped the entrance ; his name was Danger. Many 
warriors of good reputation, not able to bear the 
sternness of his look, went back again. Cowards 
^ed at the first sight of him; except some few, 
who, watching their opportunity, slipt by him un- 
observed. I prepared to assault him; but upon th^ 
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first aght of mv shir!d, he imxxiediatrlr gave \i a j. 
Lookhig back upon him, I found his hinder pans 
much more defonned and terrible than his face ; 
Hatred^ Murder, Treason, Envy, and l>etractton« 
lying in ambush behind him, to £dl upoa the herd* 
less and unwary. 

*' I now entered the ' Island of Love/ which ap« 
peared in all the beauties of art and nature, and 
feasted everjr sejise with the most agreeable objects. 
Amidst a pleasing variety of walks and alleys, shady 
seats, and flowery banks, sunny hills, and gloomy 
valleys, were thousands of lovers sitting, or walking 
together in pairs^ and singing hymns to the deity of 
the place. 

** I could not forbear envying this happy people, 
who were already in possession of all they could de- 
sire. While I went forward to the temple, the 
structure was beautifiil beyond imagination. The 
gate stood open. In the entrance sat a most anuable 
Wvmui, whose name was Concord. 

'' On eitlier side of her stood two young men« 
both strongly armed, as if afraid of each otlier. As 
I afterwards learned, they were both her sons, but 
begotten of her by two di^erent fathers; their names 
Love and Hatred. 

** The lady so well tempered and reconciled thrm 
both, that she forced them to join hands; though I 
could not but observe, tliat hatred turned aside his 
face, as not able to endure the sight of his younger 
brotlier. 

*' I at length entered the inmost temple, tlr^, rooi 
of which was raised upon an hundred marble pillars 
decked with crowns, chains, and garlands. Th 
ground was strewed with flowers. An hundred al 
fars, at each of which stood a virgin priestess cloaihf 
in white, blazed all at once with the sacrifice ufio' 
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Ts, who were perpetually sending up their vows to 
teaven in clouds of incense. 

'* In the midst stood the Groddess herself upon an 
Itar whose substance was neither gold nor stone^ 
►ut infinitely more precious tlian either. About her 
icck flew numberless flocks of little Loves, Joys, and 
Traces ; and all about her altar lay scattered heaps of 
)vers, complaining of the disdain, pride, or treachery 
f their mistresses. One among the rest, no longer 
ble to contain his griefs^ broke out into the follow* 
3g prayer : 

'' Venus, queen of grace and beauty, joy of gods 
ad men, who with a smile becalmest the seas, and 
^newest all nature ; Goddess, whom all the difl^er* 
at species in the universe obey with joy and plea- 
ire, grant I may at last obtain the object of my 
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'* The impatient lover pronounced this with great 
^heroence ; but I, in a soft murmur, besought the 
<>ddess to lend me her assistance. While I was 
ms praying, I chanced to cast my eye on a com pa- 
f of ladies, who were assembled together in a cor- 
it .of the temple waiting for the anuem. 

'' The foremost seemed something elder and of a 
ore composed countenance than the rest, who ali 
ipeared to be under her direction. Her name was 
Womanhood. On one side of her sat Shamefaced* 
»8, with blushes rising in her cheeks, and her eyes 
ltd on the ground ; on the other was Chearfulness, 
ith a smiling look, that infused a secret pleasure 
to the hearts of all that saw her. With these sat 
odesty, holding her hand on her heart : Courtesy, 
ith a graceful aspect, and obliging behaviour : and 
5 two sisters, who were always linked together, 
d resembled each other, SUence and Obedi« 
ce. 



* A m seemly rate. 

Hath loV^ » f i,e»t A»»o' . he»veo'? vn 

Sbmi»S *" , . jjie charming/* ^ and 

.Irobbed vritb BoPf AjVoioao^^ J!" in so rude 
^^M St V ■', buSdi^ for offer^Sj^d myse« 






(be ta'O'^'L^rte that i ^'"■: «ub tears, "»"- , , 
'^^ The ma*?' led »« ^ «,bere the Gooa 

^TSue;"- ,, ,0 natural, thj^* jShcd, 
The, persons m *^ ^aces. ^^'L Admirable. 

tWe >"^ ; ,,onpe "^ ^&nbood >s d ^^^^^ .„r. 
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is attended with beautiful representatives of all 
tliose virtues that are the ornaments of the female 
sex, considered in iti natural perfection and in- 
nocence. 
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Grecian Coffhe-house, July 7. 

The learned wofld are very much offended at many 
of my ratiocinations, and have but a very mean opi- 
nion of me as a politician. The reason 01 this is^ thaC 
Some erroneously conceive a talent for politics to con- 
sist in the regard to a man s own interest ; but I am 
of quite ^mother mind, and think the first and essen- 
tial quality- towards being a statesman is to have a 
public spirit. One of the gentlemen who are out 
of humour with me imputes my falling into a way, 
wherein I am so very aukward, to a barrenness of 
Invention ; and has the charity to lay new matter 
before me for the future. He is at the bottom my 
friend ; but is at a loss to know whether I am a fooL 
or a physician, and is pleased to expostulate with mp 
with relation to the latter. He falls heavy upon li-* 
centiates, and seems to point more particularly at 
us who arc not regularly of the faculty. But sinise 
he has been so eivil to me, as to meddle only with 
those who are employed no further than about mens 
Ihres. and not reflected upon me as of the astrolo- 
jrical sect^ who concern ourselves about lives an^ 
rortones also^ I am not so much buft as tp jtifi^ ao/. 
part of his foAd k^^» 

YOL. IT* jif 
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'' Sir, 

. *' I am afraid there is something in the suspicic 

of some people, that you begin to be short of mat 

for your Lucubrations. Though several of them' n< 

and then did appear somewhat dull and insipid 

me, I was always charitably inclined to believe t 

fault lay in myself, and that I wanted the true k 

to decypher your mysteries 5 and remember your a 

vertisea^ent upon this account. But since I lyi 

Been you fall into an unpardonable error, yea, witt 

relapse; 1 mean, since 1 have seen you turn po 

tician in the present imhappy dissensions, I have b 

gun to stagger, aiid could not chuse but lessen t 

great value I had for the Censor of our isle. How 

it possible that a man, whom interest did natural 

lead to a constant impartiality in these matters, a] 

who hath wit enough to judge tliat his opinion w 

not like to make many proselytes j how is it possib] 

J say, that a little passion, for I have still too good 1 

opinion of you to tliink you was bribed by the sta^ 

gering party, could blind you so far as to offer 

the very better half of the nation, and to lessen c 

so much the number of your friends? Mr. Morphe 

will not have cause to thank you, unless you gi^ 

over, and endeavour to regain what you have los 

There are still a great many themes you have le 

untouched: such as the ill-management of mattei 

relating to law and physic j tljc setting down rule 

for knowing the quacks in both professitms. Whj 

a large field is left in discovering the abuses of th 

college, who had a charter and privileges grantc 

them to hinder the creeping in and prevailing c 

quacks and pretenders; and yet grant licences t 

barbers, and write letters of recommendation in th 

country towns, out of the reach of their practice, i 
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favour of mere boys 5 valuing the health arid lives 
of their countrymen no farther than they get money 
by them. You have said very little or notliing about 
the dispensation of justice in town and country^ 
where clerks are the counsellors to their masters. 

*' But as I cannot expect that the Censor of Great>- 
Britain should publish a letter, wherein he is censur>» 
cd with too much reason himself; yet I hope yoa 
will be the better for it, and think upon the tlu-mes 
1 have mentioned, which must certainly be of greater 
service to the world, yourself, and Mr. Morphew, 
than to let us know whether you are a Whig or a Ta^ 
ry, I am still your admirer and servant, 

Cato Junior.'* 

> 

"This gentleman and I differ about the words stag^ 
gering and belter part-, but instead of answering to 
the particulars of this epistle, I shall only acquaint 
my correspondent, that I am at present torming my 
thoughts upon the foundation of Sir Scudamore's 
progress in Spenser, which has led me from all other 
amusements, to consider the state of Love in this 
island 5 and from tlie corruptions in the government 
of that, to deduce tlie chief evils of life. In the mean 
time tliat I am thus employed, I have given positive 
orders to Don Saltero of Chelsea the tooth-drawer, 
and doctor Thomas Smith the corn-cutter of King- 
street, Westminster, who have the modesty to con- 
fine their pretensions to manual operations, to bring 
me in, with all convenient speed, complete lists of 
all who are but of equal learning with themselves, 
and yet administer physic beyond the feet and gums. 
These advices I shall reserve for my future leisure; 
but have now taken a resolution to dedicate the re- 
mainlBg part of this instant July to the service of the 
fabr sex, and have almost finished a scheme for set- 

z » 
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fling the whole remainder of that sex who are umnarf 
ried, and above the age of twenty-five. 

In order to this good and public service, I shall 
consider the passion of Love in its full extent, as it 
is attended both with joys and inquietudes; and lay 
<lown, for the conduct of my Lovers, such rules as 
chall banish the cares, and heighten the pleasures, 
"which flow from that amiable spring of life and hap- 
piness. There is no less than an absolute necessity, 
.that some provision be made to take ofif the dead 
stock of women in city, town, apd country. Let 
^ere happen but the least disorder in the streets^ and 
in an instant you see the inequality of the number 
of males and females. Besides that the feminine 
crowd on such occasions is more numerous in the 
open way, you may observe them also to the very 
garrets huddled together, four at least at a casement. 
Add to this, that by an exact calculation of all that 
have come to town by stage-coach or waggon for thjs 
twelvemonth past, three times in four the treated 
persons have been males. This over- stock of beau^, 
for which there are so few bidders, cglls for an im- 
mediate supply of lovers and husbands ; an4 I am 
the studious knight-errant, who have suffered long 
nocturnal contemplations to find out methods for the 
relief of all British females, who at present seem to 
be devoted to involuntary virginity. The scheme, 
upon which I design to act, 1 have communicated 
to none but a beauteous young lady, who has for 
some time left the town, in the following letter ; 

To Amanda in Kent. 

'^ Madam, 
^^ I send, with this, my discourse of way 5 ?nd 
means for encouraging marriage, and repeopling the 
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island. You will scxm observe, that, according to 
these rules, the mean considerations, which make 
beauty and merit cease to be the objects of love and 
courtship, wiil be fully exploded. I have unanswer- 
ably proved, tliat jointures and settlements are the 
bane of happiness; and not only so, but the ruin 
pven of their fortunes who enter into them. I beg 
of you therefore to come to town upon the receipt 
of this, where, I promise you, you shall have as 
many. lovers as toasters ; for there needed nothing 
but to make mens interests fall in with their incli- 
nations, to render you the most courted of your 
sex. As many 4s love you will now be willing to 
marry you. Hasten then, and be the honourable 
inistress of mankind. Cassander, and many others, 
^tand in The gate of good desert to receive you. 
*' I am. Madam, 

'^ Yo^r most obedient, most humble servant, 

*' ISAAp BiCKERSTAFI?/* 



N^'ige. TUESDAY, JULY 11, nio. 



JPhIcU ineteperto cultiirm foientis amici, 

^xperius tuettfii, HOR* I Ep. xviii. 86. 

Untry'd, how sweet a court attendance! 

When try'di how dreadful Uie dep^nd^nce I Fa ancxi. 

From rny own Apartment^ July 10. 

T^E intended course of Tuy studies was altered this 
evening by a visit from an old acquaintance, who 
coxx^plained to me^ mentioning one upon whom 1^6 

z 3 • 
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had long depended, that he found his labour j 
perseverence in his patron's service and inter 
wholly ineffectual ; and he thought now, after 
best years were spent in a professed adherence 
him and his fortunes, he should in the end be for 
to break with him, and give over all further exp 
tations from him. He sighed, and ended his < 
course, by saying, " You, Mr. Censor, some ti 
ago, gave us your thoughts of the behaviour of gi 
men to their creditors. This sort of deraatid tx 
them, for what they invite men to expect, is a d 
of honour ; which, according to custom, they ou 
to be most careful of paying, and would be a woi 
subject for a Lucubration.'* 

Of all men living, I think, I am the most pro 
to treat of this matter} because, in the character 
employment of Censor, I have had encouragem 
so infinitely above my desert, that what I say c 
not possibly be supposed to arise from peevishnt 
or any disappointment in that kind, which I my 
have met with. When we consider Patrons and tl 
Clients, those who receive addresses, and those t 
tjre addressed to, it must not be understood that 
dependents are such as are worthless in their natui 
abandoned to any vice or dishonour, or such as wi 
out a call thrust themselves upon men in pow 
nor when we say Patrons, do we mean such as h 
it not in their power, or have no obligation, to as 
their friends j but wc speak of such leagues wh 
there are power and obligation on tlie one part, j 
merit and expectation on tlie other. Were we tc 
very particular on this subject, I take it, that 
division of Patron and Client may include a tl 
part of our nation. The want of merit and i 
w«rth will strike out about ninety-nine in the h: 
drcd of these -, and want of ability in the Patron ^ 
dispose of as many of that order. lie, who out 
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mere vanity to be applied to, will take up another's 
time and fortune in his service, where he has no 
prospect of returning it, is as much more unjust, as 
those who took up my friend the Upholder's goods 
without paying him for tliem j I say, he is as much 
more unjust, as our life and time is more valuable 
than our goods and moveables. Among many whona 
you see about the great, there is a contented well- 
pleased set, who seem to like the attendance for its 
own sake, and ^re early at the abodes of the pow- 
erful, out of mere fashion. This sort of vanity is 
as well grounded, as if a man should lay aside his 
own plain suit, and dress himself up in a gay livery 
of another. 

There are many of this species who exclude others 
of just expectations, and make those proper depen- 
dents appear impatient, because they are not so 
chcarful as those who expect nothing. I have madft 
use of the penny-post for the instruction of these vo-« 
luntary slaves, and informed tliem, that they will 
never be provided for ; but they double their dili- 
gence upon admonition. Will Afterday has told 
his friends, that he was to have the next thing, these 
ten years ; and Harry Linger has been fourteen, 
tvithiha month, of a considerable office. However 
the fantastic complaisance which is paid to them, 
may blind the great from seeing themselves in a just 
light ; they must needs, if they in the least reflect, 
at some times, have a sense of the injustice they do 
in raising in others a false expectation. But this is 
J50 common a practice in all the stages of power, that 
there are not more cripples come out of the wars, 
than from the attendance of Patrons. You see in 
one a settled melancholy, in another a bridled rage j 
a third has lost his memory, and a fourtli his whole 
constitution and humour. In a word, when you see 
M particular cast of jooind or body/ which looks a 
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iittlr upon the- distractc-d, yciii may 1»e sure the poor 
i;riiilciiMn has tormc rly had great frirnds. For thU 
KMsoi), I hav< tluni^ht it a pnulcnt thing to take 
n lu phc A ul niinr out of a lady*» serv lee, wliere 
hv wa« .1 pagr, and have luiund him to a shoemaker. 

But wh.it, of all the humours under the sun, is the 
mott pUM*>ant to consider is, that you see firnne meu 
jjy, as it W€-ir, a set of acquaintance hy them, to 
li inverse with when they arc out of employ nicnt, 
\\ ho had no c iTect of their ])ower wlien they were in. 
Here Patrons and ('Itrnts botli make the most fan- 
tastical figure imaginable. Triend-ihip indeed is most 
in.niif"sted in adversity ; but I do not know how tQ 
behue mys<lf'to a man, who thinks me his friend 
nt no (itlur time but tliat. Dick Reptile of our club 
h;id this in his head tlic other ni;^ht, when he said, 
•* I am afraid oi ill news, when I am visited by any 
«»( n)y old friends " 'J'lirse Tatrons are a little like 
^o^K- line f:;entl( men, wiio sixiid all their hours of 
ji^nidy wiili their wenehes, but whin they fall sick 
M'ill 1' t no one come near them but their wi%'es. It 
t>i ( ins, truth and honour are eonipanions too sober 
itiV pro-|)t rity. It is eeriainly the most black ingra* 
titiide, to accept *»t' a man's be.it end'*:ivours to be 
plcasiiij; loyc.u, and return it with iiidilfcrence. 

I am so much ot this mind, that Dick Enstcmirt 
the eoniediiin. for C(jinin^ one night to our club, 
tlion:^h he laiii^lied at us all the time he was then*. 
bliiill have our eoiiij'.'ui) :it his play on 'i'hursday. A 
jiiaii ot talents i., t'» I c l.ivnured, or ncv< r admitted, 
f^t the onlinary woiid tru» k (or momy ;ind wares j 
but iiH II ot spirit aixl convrrsation should in every 
kind (1<» oiIkts :is much pleasure as they receive from 
thdu. Hilt men an so taken up with outward forms, 
tliat they do not consider their actions^ else huw 
should it b<', that a man should deny that to the en- 
treaties^ and almodt tears of a^ old friendj whic(i 
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5 shall solicit a new one to accept of ? I remember, 
hen I first came out of Staffordshire, I had an intit 
acy with a man of quality, in whose gift there fell 
very good employment. All the town crjed. 
There's a thing for Mr. Bickerstaff!" when, to 
y great astonishment, I found my Patron had been 
reed upon twenty artifices to surprize a man with 
, wl^Q never thought of it : but sure, it is a degree 
' murder to amuse men with vain hopes. If a hian 
kes away another's life, where is the difference, 
hether he does it by taking away the minutes of his 
ne, or the drops of his blood? But indeed, such as 
rve hearts barren of kindness are served accor4ingly 
r those whpm they employ ; and pass their lives 
vay with a^ empty show of civility for love, and 
I Insipid intercourse of a commerce in which their 
fections are no way concerne4. But, on the other 
le, how beautiful is the life of a Patron who per- 
rms his duty to his inferiors ! A worthy merchant 
ho employs a crowd of artificers ! ^ great lord, 
ho is generous and merciful to the several necessi- 
;s of his tenants ! a courtier, who uses his credit 
id power for the welfare of his friends ! These 
ive in their several stations a quick relish of the ex- 
lisite pleasure of doing goo4. In a word, good 
itrons are like the Guardian Angeh of Plato, who 
e ever busy, though unseen, in the care of their 
ards J but ill Patrons are like the Deities of Epicu-? 
s, supine, indolent, and unconcerned, though 
ey see mortals in storms and tempests, even whi^:ei 
cv are offering incense to their power, 
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Smftr ig9 miDsat tmihm f m JUT. itf^i % ' 

JcittiriMU I onlf httr? Dtrtitr. 

Grecian Cqfei'hmue, Jmfy is. 

Wrbw 1 came bitber tluf evening, die nam at At 
house delivered me a book, very finelr boimd. Wben 
I received it, I overbeard one of tne bojn wU^er 
anotber, and tajr, *' it was a fine thing to be a gm 
scholar! what a pretty book that ki** Itlus indeed 
a very gay outside, and is dedicated to me by a verf 
ingenious gentleman, who does not put bis name to 
it. llie tide of it, for the work is in Latin, is 
'^ Epihtolarum Obscnrorum Virorum, ad Dm. BL 
Ortuinum Grotium, Volumina II. &c.*' ^Epistki 
of the obscure Writers to Ortuinus*, SccJ' The 
purpose of the work is signified in the dedtcadon, in 
very elegant language, and fine raillery* It teemi^ 
this is a collection of letters which some ^xjfeond 
blockheads, who lived before our times, have writ- 
ten in honour of each other, and for their nratnid 
information in each other*s absurdities . They aie 
mostly of the German nation, whence, from time to 
time, inundations of writers have flowed, mort per* 
nicious to the learned world, than the swarms of 
Goths and Vandals to the politic. It- is, methinks, 

* The elegtnt •ditioo of the eetebrMad book ban osMHon- 
ed, is in 121x10, and dedicated '^Itaaco BickcfStafl^ ^tmlgm, 
** Magnae Britaoois Ccosori**' 
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w^ondcrful, that fellows could be awake, and utter 
tuch incoherent conceptions, and converse wilh great 
gravity, like learned men, without the least taste of 
cnowledge or good sense. It would have been an 
jndless labour to have taken any other method of ex- 
>osing such impertinences, than by an edition of 
jieir own works j where you see their follies, ac- 
cording to the ambition of such virtuosi, iti a most 
correct edition. 

Looking over these accomplished labours, I could 
lot but reflect upon the immense load of writings 
which the commonalty of scholars have pushed into 
he world, and the absurdity of parents, who educate 
crowds to spend their time in pursuit of such cold 
md spiritless endeavours to appear in public. It 
leems therefore a fruitless labour^ to attempt the cor- 
'cction of the taste of our contemporaries; except it 
vas in our power to burn all tlie senseless labours 
)f our ancestors. There is a secret propensity in 
lature, from generation to generation, in the block- 
leads of one age to admire those of another j and 
nen of the same imperfections are as great admirers 
)f each other,, as those of the same abilities. 

This great mischief of voluminous follies proceeds 
Tom a misfortune which happens in all jages, that 
qen of barren geniuses, but fertile imaginations, are 
)red scholars. This may at iirst appear a paradox } 
M^t when we consider the talking creatures we meet 
n public places, it will no longer be such. Ralph 
Shallow is a young fellow,, that has not by nature any 
he least propensity to strike into what has not been 
)bscrved and said, every day of his life, by others ^ 
>ut with that inability of speaking any thing that is 
mcommon, he has a great readiness at what he can 
peak of, and his imagination runs into all the dif- 
pffot views of the subject ho treats of iu a momeat. 



• .k 



bCl TAtLEt. IT l»t. 

It \\a\\*\\ liiiil lcnriiiii};ii(l(1r(itothccmnmonchit*c:bat 
(it \\it' iDwii, he Wdiild have Ixren a di)i|>utant upon 
nil topics that LVi-r wrn* coiiMdercd by men or his 
4iu II ^M-niuH. Ah fur my |>art, 1 ncvrr am teazcd by 
<uiy rinpty inwii-trllow* but { h\e%% my Htan that bfi 
uiiH iiui brnl a kcliolar. Tim a(Ulitir>n, we mutt 
rr.ii%irlrr, would have made liiiii Capable of main* 
t;tiiiiii}; h\s lolllrfl. ili<ib<iif({ ill the wrong would 
imw bcrii ))rotrrt(rd by Huitable argument*; and 
\ilif II he uiH hrd(;rd in by logical ttruut and falite 
n)»i>caraiKrs, you must have ownrd vournelf runvineed 
b'toir yoii (inild lh< n ha\e got rid of him, and the 
iili.unc (it iiis triumph had been added to the pain of 
bin im|M-ilin<*iii:r. 

'Hicre is a hurt of liitlencM in the mindfi df nifll 
of Htrutig MTtigr, which inakeii I hem much more in* 
fiutliTahlr than men: tcKiU, and ha^ the further incon* 
>rni(-tire of'hriiig nttctided by an endlcM loquacity* 
I'or whicli HMsoii, it would hr a very pro]>cr worr, 
II •toinr wrll-uinhf r tohumau hocicty would conxidtr 
tlir trrm«i iipr;ii wliicli people meet in public plain* 
ill onirr to ptr\(-iit tlic uusea.Honabli! declamation* 
wiriili we ini-et witli there. 1 remember, in m^ 
youth, it UM-* :ui liuniour at the university, when a 
tf llnw pretc lule.l to hr more c loquent than ordinar}', 
tu.'l had lorihf-'l to liimstelf a plot to gain all our ad- 
iMir.itiot), or triumph over us with an argument, to 
I iilicr of which he had no mannrr of call ; I nay, in 
either ofihene c.im*«4, it wan the humour to fcliut onf 
r:ye. 'i'hi.4 whlnihical way of taking iM>ticc to him 
ol hi.i ubstirdity, haH prevented many a man from 
hr\i\^ a coxcomb. If amongst uh, on »ucli an occa* 
hion, each man offered avohuitary rhetorician tome 
unuli', it N^ould probably produce the same eflfecf. 
Ah tiir nuittcr now NtandM, wlictlier «n man will or 
nut^ lie ii obliged to be informed ia whatever MOifh 
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thcr pleases to entertain him with 5 though the pre- 
ceptor makes these advances out of vanity, and not 
ro instruct, but insult him. 

There is no man will allow him who wants cour-^ 
tge to be called a soldier; but men, who want gooiL 
lense, are very frequently not only allowed to bo 
icholirs, but esteemed for being such. At the same 
t»me it must be granted, that as courage is the natu- 
ral parts of a soldier, so is a good nnderstanding of a 
iqholar* Such little minds as these, whose produce 
lions are collected in tlie volume to which I have the 
honour to be Patron, are the instruments for artful 
men to work with ; and become papular with the 
ttHthinking part of mankind. In courts, they make 
transparent flatterers 5 in camps, ostentatious bul- 
lies J in colleges, unintelligible pedants ; and 
iheir faculties are used accordingly by those* who 
tend them. 

When a man who wants judgment is admitted 
into the conversation of reasonable men, he shall re- 
aiember such improper circumstances, and draw such 
groundless conclusions from their discourse, and tliat 
with sucL colour of sense, as would divide the best 
set of company that can be got together. It is just 
'Jxus with a fool who has a familiarity with books:; 
he shall quote and recite one author against another, 
ID such a manner as shall puzzle tiie best mider--. 
itanding to refute him^ though the most ordinary 
capacity may observe, that it is only ignorance that 
snakes the intricacy. All the true use of what we 
call learning is to ennoUe and improve our natural 
faculties, and not to disguise our imperfections. It 
IS therefore in vain for folly to attempt to conceal it- 
self, by the refuge of learned languages. Litera- 
ture does but make a man more eminently the thing 
which natujce made him ; and FolyglQttes^ had her 
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«tu(licJ 1cm than he Han, and writ only in his mo- 
thfT't<)np:uCf had been known only in Great-Britaiu 
lor a pedant • 

*4t* Mr. BickerstafT thanks Dorinda, and will 
both answer her letter, and take her advice. 
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^ali lit id fvf/ immt cfini tlretmifict mttiitp 
£t tun iamro wiitiubtc(Jlujug9, 

GTVID. Rem. Amor. I. If 

On four ctmice deliHerare, nor j%%\\\^ yield 
A willing neck (o HvMtM't caMiDg yoke. 

From my own Apartment, July 14. 

The History of Cjllia. 

It is not necessary to l(X)k back into the first yran 
of thiH vonnij huiy, whose «tory is nf consequence 
only as her liir. lia-i lately met with paA<<age4 very un- 
c >mmon. Sho is now in thr twentieth year of hcf 
ji'^r, and owes a strict, but chearf'ul education, to 
the care of an aunt; to whom she was recom mended 
l>y lirr dying father, whose decease was hastened by 
an inconsolable aflliction for the loss of her mother. 
As Carlia is the oft'spring of the most grneroas pas- 
sion that has been known in our age, she is ndotncd 
with as much beauty and grace as the most celebra- 
ted uf her sex possess) but her domestic life^ mode* 



)rtune, nnd religious education, gave her but 
opportunity, and less inclination, to be admi- 

public assemblies. Her abode has been for 
years at a convenient distance from tlie cathc- 
f St. Paul's 5 where her aunt and she chose to 
for the advantage of that rapturous way of 
on, which gives ecstasy to the pleasures of in- 
cc, and, in some measure, is the immediate 
;sk>n of those heavenly lenjoyments for which 
ire addressed. 

you may trace the usual thouglits of men inr 
countenances, there appeared in the face of 
a chearfulness, the constant companion of un- 
3d virtue, and a gladness, which is as insepa- 
from true piety. Her every look and motion 

the peaceful, mild, resigning, humble inha- 
, that animated her beauteous body. Her air 
ered her body a mere machine of her mind, 
ot that her tht ughts were employed in study- 
aces and attractions for her person. Such was 
, when she was first seen by Palamede at hef 
pl^ce of worship. Palamede is a young man 
vand -twenty, well-fashioned, learned, genteel, 
iscreet; the son and heir of a gentleman of a 
jreat estate, and himself possessed of a plenti- 
le by the gift of an uncle. He became ena- 
;d with Gael ia; and after having learned her 
ition, had address enough to communicate his 
n and circumstances with such an air of good 

and integrity, as soon obtained permission to 
ind profess his inclinations towards her. Pala- 
s present fortune and future expectations wercr 
ly prejudicial to his addresses; but after the lov- 
id passed some time in the agreeable entertain- 
i of a successful courtship, Caelia one day took 
on to interrupt Palamede, in the midst of a 
>1easing discourse of the happiness he promised 

A A 2 
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himself in so accomplished a companion; and as- 
suming a serious air, told bim, there was another 
heart to be won be lore he gained hers, which was 
that of his father. Palamede seenied much disturbed 
at the overture; and lamented to her, that his fa- 
ther was one of those too provident parents, who 
only place their thoughts upon bringing riches into 
their families by marriages, and are wholly insensi- 
ble of all other considerations. But the, stiictness of 
Caelia*s rules of life made her insist upon this dc- 
piand; and the son, at a proper hour, communi- 
cated to his father the circumstances of his love, 
and the n^erit of the object, TJie nei^t day the father 
made her a visit. The beauty of her person, the 
lame of her virtue, anid ^ certain irresistible charm 
in her whole behaviour, on so tender and delicate pn 
occasion, wrought so much upon him, in spite of all 
prepossessions, that he hastened the marriage with 
an impatience equal to that of his son. Their nup- 
tials were celebrated with a privacy suitable to the 
character and modesty of Cailia; and from that 
day, until a fiatal one last week, they lived together 
with all tl|e joy ^nd happiness w^^^^^ attend minds 
entirely united, 

It shoul4 have been intimated, that Palamede is a 
student of the Temple, and usually retired thither 
early in the morning; Caelia still sleeping. 

It happened, a few days since, tliat she followed 
him thither to communicate to him something she 
had omitted, in her redundant fondness, to speak of 
the evening before. When she came to his apart- 
ment, the servant there told her, she was coming 
with a letter to her. While Caelia in an inner room 
was reading an apology from her husband, *' That 
he had been suddenly taken by some of his acquain- 
tance to dine at Brentford, but that he should return 
Ui the evening," ji country girl^ deceptl^ clad, ^ked» 
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if those were not the chambers of Mr. Palaraede ? 
She was answered, they were ; but tliat he was not 
in towq. The stranger asked, when he was expected 
9t home ? The servant replied, she would go in and 
ask h}s wife. The young woman repeated the worcl 
wife, and fainted. Tliis accident raised no less cy;- 
riosity than amazement in Calia, who caused her 
to be Removed into the inu.er room- Upon proper 
applications to revive her, the unhappy young crea- 
ture returned to herself 5 and said to Cfclia, with aa 
^rnest and beseeching tone, " Are you really Mr. 
Pal^n^ede's wife?" Caelia replies, *'l hope I d^ 
not look as if F were any other in the a)ndition yon 
see me/* The stranger answered, "No, Madani^^ 
he is my husband." At the same instant, she threw 
fi bundle of letters into Calia's lap, which contirmed 
the truth of what she asserted. Their mutual inno- 
cence and sorrow made them look at each other a$ 
partners in distress, rather than rivals in love. The 
iuperiority of Caelia's understanding and geninj 
gave l\eT an authority to examine into this advcn- 
ty,re, as if sh^ had been offended against, and th^ 
other tiie delinquent* The stranger spoke in th^ 
fo\lowing mi^nqer : 

** Madam, 

" If it shall please you, Mr. Palamede, having an 
uncle of a good estate near Winchester, was bred at 
4hft spl^ocj tl>ere, to gain the more his good- will by 
Wpg in his sight. His uncle died, and left hi»\i 
the estate which my husband now has. When he 
W9^ a ipere youth, he set his affections on me ; but 
"wben he could not gain his e^ds^ he married me; 
jnaking me and my motlier^t who is a farmer's wi(iow, 
9wear we would never telj it vipo\i any account ^yhat- 
aocverj for that it would not look well for him to 
puiirry sugh 9 o^^ as me; besi^es^ th^t his fi^th^ 

A A 5 
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would cut Vint off of the eitste. I ins g|hd to havii 
iiitn tn an honmt way ; and he now and then came 
tnd stayed a niglit and away at oar houae. Bat rcrf 
lately, ne came down to lee ua with a fine yoQn{ 
gentlrman, hit friend, who'stayed behind there with 
ufi, pretending to like the place for the lamnier : bilt 
ever since master Palameoe went, *he baa attempted 
to abuse me i and I ran hither to aoiiialnt oim 
with it, and avoid the wicked intentioDa of his 
ftlsefricnd;* 

Cclia had no more room for doabt; but left her 
rival in the same agonies she felt heradf. Falatnede 
j-etums in the (^cning; and finding; hia wife at Ua 
cbnmbers, learned all that had passed^ and Ualeaed 
(6 Carlia*s lodgings 

It is much easier to Imagme, than expreM, Aa 
sentiments of either the cnmlnal^ or the iojnn^ 
at this encounter. 

Ah soon as Palamcde had found way for apeecb, 
lie confessed his marriage, and his placing hia com- 
t)anion on purpose to vitiate his wife, that he might 
break through a marriage made in his nonage, and 
devote his riper and knowing years to Cfrlia. She 
made him no answer ; but retired to her closet* He 
returned to the Temple, where he soon after lecdr* 
cd from her the following letter: 

*' Sm, 
*' You, who this morning were the best, tre now 
the worst of men who breathe vital air. I am at 
onre overwhelmed' with love, hatred, rage, and di^- 
diiin. Can infumy and innocence live together? 1 
feel tlie weight of the ono too strong fur the comfort 
of the otiier. How bitter, heaven ! how bitter in my 
portion! How much have I to sny! hut the infiint 
which I bear about me stirs with my agitation. I afn; 
Pahimede, to live in shame, aud thta oreatiffe be.lidr 
to it, f arQ wcl fw c\tx V 



^ •» 
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^HEN wc revolve in our thoughts such catastrophes 
> that in the history of the unhappy Caelia, thercr 
ems to be something so hazardous in the changing 
single state of life into that of marriage^ that, it 
liay happen, all tlie precautions imaginable are not 
ifficient to defend a virgin from roin by her choice. 
; seenis a wonderful inconsistence in the distri- 
alion of public jusftice, that a man who robs a 
roraan of an ear-ring or a jewel, should be pu^ 
[shed with death j but one, who by false arts and 
isinuations should take from her, her very self, i9» 
ily to suffer disgrace. This excellent young wo- 
lan lias nothing to consolate herself with, but the 
sflection tliat her sufferings are not die effect of 
ay guilt Or misconduct ; and has for her protection 
le influence of a Power, which, amidst tlie un- 
iSt reproach of all rrwnkind, can ^ive not only 
atience, but pleasure, to innocence in distress. 

As the person, wlio is the criminal against Cielia^ 
annot be sufficiently punished according to our 
resent law -, so are there numberless unhappy per^ 
ons without remedy according to present custom. 
rhat great ill, which has prevailed among us i» 
bese latter ages, is the making even beauty and 
frtiie the purchase of money. The generality of 
arents, and some of thos^ of quality, instead of 
ooking out for introducing health of constitution, 
rankness of spirit, or dignity of countenance into 
ticir families, by out all their thoughts upon find- 
tt{ out matches for their estate§> and not £br their 
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«-liilfIrrn« Yo!i tliall havr one form fffith i plot for 
ihr ^ittfd of hif faniily, that thrrc ftliall not be %t% 
nirii in Knf^Li nd Ciip'iiblr of pretending to bU 
d.iii'»;lifrr, A M-cond »h.iU linvf g ton olHiged, tmi 
<>t iiirre diMirrtlon, for frarof d/4n{; any thiiigbeUiw 
liiniirlf, t«i follow all the drab« in Uiun, Thrte 
uiiy^r pflrriit4 niret ; and, a« there i* no fni%%, no 
c<jurt«liip l>ctwcrn the ymiU); oneii it in no uiifdea^ 
a«int obM-rvatioii to behold how tltey prucrcd to 
trr.ity. There i« ever in the behaviour of erxh 
noinethinfs thiit deiiotef bis circunuktancc ; and bo* 
n#.At ('(Miplr.r, the rot)vey<incer, »ayii, ** lie can 
fliitlii^iinh u|Kin Mght of the partic)!, before they 
Inve o|>rncd any THtlnt of their buMiCH, wliicb of 
llii: two ha« the d«iiighter to m:)}.** Conplt.r ia of 
our rhih, and 1 have frequently heard him declaim 
ii|)on thin iiubjrr-t, and assert, " (Jiat the marriage* 
%r\{\n\\rnt%, which ;fre now tined. have grouo 
f.isiiiritKiljir rvrii uithifi lii^ mrniory/* 

Whrii ihr thr.-itrr. in nome latr reigns, owed its 
<\i\ri' ki\\)\tffTt to tho^r nrtur.n uliirh }M:rr written 
tit \rMi niiiirimoiiy out of rountrnanrr, and rendrr 
that •it;ite t/-ini>lf-, tlirn wiiii it that ptn-ntonry fir*t 
prrvaihd } and all thr. othrr articirt uern inserted 
whirh (irate a difildrncr, and intimate to thf; young 
jieopir, that iliey are v<;ry hoou to bn in a fttate nf 
war with eat h rather ; thotigh thi« had neldom bap- 
]Miird, excrut tlie lear ai it Iiad Ix-eti rxpresned. 
(!oii()lr.r will tell yoit alM;, " tliat jointures wtrc 
never trerjiient nntil tlie age before his own j bm 
the women were rontented with the third part of the 
entatr the law alhittexl them, and scorned to en* 
gage with nien whom they thought capable of 
aliuning their children." He has also informed nie» 
<• that th<»iie who arc the oldest lienehers M'lien he 
catne to the Temple, fold him, the first niarriage- 
icttlcipent of considerable length W4» Uie iuvcnucii 
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n old Serjeant j who took the opportunity of two 
r fathers, who were ever squabbling, to bring 
It an alliance between their children. These 
>ws knew each other to he knaves ; and the 
;ant took hold of their mutual diffidence, for the 
;fit of the law, to extend the settlement ta 
e skins of parchment.** 

o this great benefactor to the profession is owing 
present price current of lines and words. Thus 
inderness thrown out of tlie question, and the 
t care is, what the young couple shall do when 
come to hate each other. 1 do not question 
from this one humour of settlements might very 
y be deduced, not only our present defection ia 
it of morals^ but ^Iso our want of people. Thift 
given way to such unreasonable gallantries,, 
a man is hardly reproachable tha,t deceives an 
»cent woman, though she has ever so much 
it, if she is below him in fortune^ The man 
no. dishouour following his treachery j and h^r 
sex are so 4ebAsed by force of custom, as ta 
in tlxe cas^e of the womapj^ " How could she 
jct he would marry her I" 
y this means the good oflSces, tlie pleasures and, 
:es pf life, are not put into the balance. The 
egroom has giv^n nis estate out of himself 5, 
he h^s no npore left hut to foUow the blind de- 
of his fate, whether he §h^U be succeeded by a 
or a man of merit, i.u his fortune. On the 
r- sid?» a fiue woman ^i who has also a fortune, 
t up by way of auctipu 5 her first lover has t;ei» 
ne against hini. Tk^ Y^ry hour afler }\e h/ia 
led his heart and his rent-roll » he is made hq 
r use of but to raise her pr^ce. She and b^i; 
ids lose no opportunity of publish i^^ it, iq call 
lew bidders. While the popr lover very inno- 
\j w^its^ until the plenipotentiaries at ^le iiii(% 
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of coort have debated about the alliance, all the par-' 
tisans of tlie lady throw difficulties in the way, until 
other offer's come in 5 and the man who caftie first 
is not put in possession, until she has been refused 
by half the town. If ati abhorrence to such mer- 
cenary proceedings tp'ere well settled in the minds of 
my fair readers, those of merit would have a way 
opened to thcit advancement 5 nay, those who 
aibound in wealth only would in reality find their ac- 
count in it. It would not be in tbe power of their 
prnde acquaintance, their waiters, their nurses, 
cousins, and whisperers, to persuade them, that 
there are not above twenty men in a kingdom, and 
those such as perhaps th6y may never set eyes on, 
whom they can thihk Of with discretion. As the 
case stands now, let any one consider, how the 
great heiresses, and those to whom they were of- 
fered, for no other reason but that they could make 
them suitable settlements, live together. "What can 
be more insipid, if not loathsome, than for two 
persons to be at the head of a crowd, who have as 
little regard for therti as they for each other 5 and 
behold one another in an affected sense of prospe- 
jity, without the least relish of that exquisite glad- 
ness at meeting, that sweet inquietude at parting, 
togetlier with the charms of voice, look, gesture, 
and that general behcvolence between well-chosen 
lovers, which makes all things please, and leaves 
not the least trifle indifferent. 

But I am diverted from these sketches of future 
Essays in behalf of my numerous clients of the fair 
sex, by notice sent to my office in Sheer- lane, 
*^ That a blooming widow, in the third year of her 
widowhood, and twenty-sixth of her age, designs 
to take a colonel of twenty-eight." The parties 
request T would draw up their terms of coming to- 
gcther, as having a xe^^xd \.q m^ o^Sxxvs^xi si^inst 
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long and diffident settlements; and I havp seut 
them the following Indenture : 

" We John ■: and Mary , having estates 

for life, resolve to take each other. J John will 
venture my life to enrich thee Mary ; and I Mary 
will consult ray health to nurse thee John. To 
which we have interchangeably set our handsj^ 
hearts^ and seals^ this 17th of July, i;io.**^ 
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From my own Apartment, July 19. 

Having devoted the greater part of my time to the 
service of the fair sex 5 I must ask pardon of my 
men correspondents, if I postpone their commands, 
when I have any from the ladies which lie unan- 
swered. ITiat which follows is of importance. 

'' Sir, 
" You cannot think it strange if I, who know 
little of the world, apply to you for advice in the 
weighty affair of matrimony ; since you yourself 
have often declared it to be of that consequence as 
to require the utmost deliberation. Without fur- 
ther preface, therefore, give me leave to tell you, 
that my father at his death left me a fortune suf- 
iicient to make me a match for any gentleman. 
My mother, for she is still alive, is very pressing 
with me to marry ; and I am apt to think, to gratify 
her, I shall venture upon one of two gentlemen. 
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■who at tfiis time make their addlresses to me. M7 
request is, that you would direct ttic in my choice; 
which that you may the better do, I shall give you 
their characters 5 and, to avoid confusion, desire 
you to call them by the nanies of Philander and 
Silvius. Philander is young, and has a good estate; 
Silvius is as young, and has a better. The former 
has had a liberal educattoa^ has seen the town, i« 
retired from thence to his estate in the country, is a 
man of few words, and much given to books. The 
latter was brouglit up under his father's eye, who 
gave him just learning enough to enable him to keep 
his accounts 3 but made him withal very expert in 
country business, such as ploughing> sowing, buy- 
ing, selling, and the like. They are botli very 
sober men, neitlier of their persons is disagreeable, 
nor did I know which to prefer until I had heard 
them discourse ; when tlie conversation of Philander 
so much prevailed, as to give him the advantage 
with me, in all other respects. My mother pleads 
strongly for Silvius -, and uses these arguments : 
That he not only has the larger estate at present, 
but by his good husbandry and management in- 
creases it daily : that his little knowledge in other 
affairs will make him easy and tractable ; whereas, 
according to her, men of letters know too much to 
make good husbands. To part of this, I imagine, 
I answer efFectually, by saying, Philander's estate 
is large enough -, that they who think two thousand 
pounds a year sufficient, make no diti'erence be- 
tween that and three. I easily believe him le^s 
conversant in those affairs, the knowledge of which 
*he so much commends in Silvius; but 1 think them 
neither so necessary, or becoming a genlleraan, as 
the accomplishments of Philander. It is no great 
character of a man to say. He rides in his coach 

md SU4 and wdiei^taud;^ ais much <^ ht^ ^ho follows 
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the plough. Add to this, that the conversation of 
these sort of men seems so disagreeable to me^ that 
though they make good bailiffs, I can hardly b^ 
persuaded they can be good companions. It is pos- 
sible I may seem to have odd notions, when I aay, 
1 am not fond of a man only for being of what is 
caljed a thriving temper. To conclude, I own I 
am at a loss to conceive, how good sense should 
make a man an ill husband^ or conversing with 
"books le^s complaisant. 

CiELIA." 

The resolution which this lady is going to take, 
•he may very well say, is founded on reason : for, 
after the necessities of life are served, there is no 
xftanner of competition between a man of a liberal 
education and an illiterate. Men are not altered by 
.their circumstances, but as they give them oppor-? 
tunities of exerting what they are in themselves j 
and a powerful clown is a tyrant in the most ugly- 
form he can possibly appear. There lies a seeming 
objection in the thoughtful manner of Philander: 
but let her consider, which she shall oftener have 
occasion to wish, that Philander would speak, or 
Silvius hold his tongue. 

The train of my discourse is prevented by the, 
ijrgent haste of another correspondent. 

'' Mr. Bickerstapf, July 14. 

" This comes to you from one of those virgins of 
twenty- live years old and upwards, that you, like 
a patron of the distressed, promised to provide for j 
who makes it her humble request, that no occa^ 
sional stories or subjects may, as they have for 
three or four of your Jast days, prevent your pub- 
lishing the scheme you have communicated to 
jigananda ; for every day and hour is gf the.greates<» 



in« TATLER. NO 200. 

consequence to damsels of so advanoed an age. Be 
quick tlien, if you intend to do any service for 
•your admirer, 

Diana Forecast.** 

In this important afl^ir, I have not neglected the 
proposals of others. Among them is the following 
sketch of a lottery for persons. The author of it 
has proposed very ample encouragement, not only 
to myself, but also to Charles Lillie and John 
Morphew. If the matter bears, I shall not be un- 
just to his merit : I only desire to enlarge his plan ; 
for which purpose 1 lay it before the town, as well 
for the improvement as the encouragement of it. 

The amicable contribution for raising the fortunes 

of ten young Ladies. 

" Imprimis^ It is proposed to raise one hundred 
thousand crowns by way of lots, which will advance 
for each lady two thousand ^we hundred pounds ; 
•which sum, together with one of the ladies, the 
gentleman that sh 11 be so happy as to draw a prize, 
provided they both like, will be entitled to, under 
such restrictions hereafter mentioned. And in case 
they do not like, then either party that refuses 
shall be entitled to one thousand pounds only, and 
tlie remainder to him or her that shall be willing to 
marry, the man being first to declare his mind. 
But it is provided, that if both parties shall consent 
to have one another, the gentleman shall, before 
he receives the money thus raised, settle one tliou- 
sand pounds of the same in substantial hands (who 
shall be as trustees for the said ladies) and shall 
have the whole and sole disposal of it for her use 
only. 



'* Note ; each party shall have three months tune 
to consider, after an interview had, which shall be 
within ten days after the lots are drawn. 

'* Note also, the name and place of abode of the 
prrze shall be placed on a proper ticket. * 

** Item, they shall be ladies that have had a liberal 
education, between fifteen and twenty-tliree j all 
genteel, witty, and of unblameable characters. 

'* The money to be raised shall be kept in an iroix 
box ; and when there shall be two thousand sub- 
scriptions, which amounts to five hundred pounds, 
it shall be taken out and put inta a goldsmith's hand> 
and the note made payable to the proper lady, or 
her assigns, with a clause therein to hinder her 
from receiving it, until the fortunate person tliat 
draws her shall first sign the note, and so on until 
the whole sum is subscribed for : and as soon as 
one hundred thousand subscriptions are completed, 
and two hundred crowns more to pay the charges, 
the lottery shall be drawn at a proper place, to be 
appointed a fortnight before the drawing. 

*' Note, Mr. BickerstafF objects to the marriage- 
able years here mentioned : and is of opinion, they 
should not commence until after twenty-three. 
But he appeals to the learned, both of Warwick-* 
lane and Bishopsgate- street *, on this subject." 

^ The College of Phyticiars met at Warwick-lane, and tlii 
&oy^ Society ^t Gresham-coUege^ in Bisbopsgate-street. j 
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Whites Chocolate hous^, July 21. 

It has been often asserted in these Papers, that the 
great source of our wrong pursuits is the impertinent 
manner with which we treat women both in the 
common and important circumstances of life. In 
vain do we say, the whole sex would run into Eng- 
land, while tiie privileges, which are aUowed them^ 
do no way balance the inconveniences arising from- 
those very immunities, Oi^r women have very 
much indulged to them in the participation of our 
fartunes and our liberty; but the errors they corn- 
mit in the use of either are by no means so impar*^ 
tially considered, as the false steps which are made 
by men. In the commerce of lovers, the man 
makes the address, assails, and betrays; and yet 
stands in the same degree of acceptance, as he was 
in before he committed that treachery. The wo- 
man, for no other crime but believing one whom 
she thought loved her, is treated with shyness and 
indifference at the best, and commonly with re- 
proach and Rcorn. He that is past the power of 
beauty may talk of tliis matter with the same lui* 
concern, as of any otlier subject: therefore I shall 
take upon me to consider the sex, as they live within 
rules, and as they transgress them. The ordinary 
class of the good or the ill have very little influence 
upon the actions of others 5 but the eminent, in 
cither kind, are those who lead the world below. 
'J'he ill are employed in communicating scanclal^^ iu^ 
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famy, and disease, like Furies j the good distribute 
benevolence, friendship, and health, like Angels. 
The ill are damped with pain and anguish at the 
sight of all tliat is laudable, lovely, or happy. The 
virtuous are touched with commiseration towards 
the guilty, the disagreeable, and the wretched. 
There are tliose who betray the innocent of tlieir 
own sex, and solicit the lewd of ours. There are 
those who have abandoned the very memory, not 
only of innocence, but shame. There are tliose 
who never forgave, nor could ever bear being for- 
given. There are those also who visit the beds of 
the sick, lull the cares of the sorrowful,, and double 
the joys of the joyful. Such is the destroying Jiend^ 
such the guardian angel, Woman. 

The way to have a greater number of tlie amiable 

part of womankind, and lessen the crowd of the 

. other sort, is to contribute what we can to the sue- 

;ce8s of well-grounded passions; and therefore f 

comply with the request of an enamoured man^ in 

inserting the foUowing bdUet ; 

*' MadaMa 
*' Mr. BickerstafF you alwa3rft read, though me 
you will never hear. 1 am obliged therefore to his 
compassion for the opportunity of imploring yours— 
I sigh for the most accomplished of her sex. That 
is so just a distinction of her, to whom I write, that 
the owning I think so is no distinction of me, who 
write. Your good qualities are peculiar to you ; my' 
admiration is common with thousands, I shall be 
'present when you read this ; but fear every woman 
-will take it for her character, sooner than she wha 
dieservea it/* 

If the next letter, which presents itself, should 
jlQKQie ffQiu the mistress of this modest lover^ and I 
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make tliem bfeak through the oppression of their 
passions, I shall expect gloves at their nuptials. 

*^ Mr. B!CKERSTAFr> 

" You> that are a philosopher, know very well 
the make of the mind of women, and can best in- 
struct me in the conduct of an affair which highly 
concerns me. I never can admit my lover to speak 
to me of love ; yet think him impertinent when he 
offers to talk of any thing else. What shall I do 
■with a man that always believes me ? It is a strange 
thing, this distance in men of sense ! why do not 
they always urge their fate ? If we are sincere in 
our severity, you lose nothing by attenipting. If 
we are hypocrites, you certainly succeed." 

From my own Apartment, July 21. 

Before I withdraw from business for the night, 
it is my custom to receive all addresses ta me, tliat 
others may go to rest as well as myself, at least as 
far as I can. contribute to it. When I called to 
know if any would speak with me, I was informed 
that Mr. Mills, the player, desired to be admitted. 
He was so ; and with much modesty acquainted 
me, as he did other people of note, *' that Hamlet 
was to be acted on Wednesday next for his benefit." 
I had long wanted to speak with tliis person ; be- 
cause I thought I could admonish him of many 
things, which would tend to his improvement. In 
the general I observed to him, that though action 
was his business, the way to tliat action was not to 
study gesture ; for the behaviour would follow the 
ientiiTients of tlie mind. 

Action to the player is what speech is to an 
orator. If the matter be well conceived, words 
will flow with ease : and if the actor i« well pos« 
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sessed of the nature of his part, a proper action 
will necessarily follow. He informed me, that 
Wilks was to act Hamlet': I desired him to request 
of him, in my name, that he would wholly forget 
Mr. Betterton ; for that he failed in no part of 
Othello, but where he had him in view. An actor's 
forming himself by the carriage of another is like 
the trick among the widows, who lament their 
husbands as their neighbours did theirs, and n6t 
according to their own sentiments of the deceased. 

There is a fault also in the audience, which in- 
terrupts their satisfaction very much ; that is, the 
figuring to themselves the actor in some part 
wherein they formerly particularly liked him, and 
not attending to the part he is at that time per- 
forming. Thus, whatever Wilks, who is the 
strictest follower of nature, is acting,, the vulgar 
spectators turn their thoughts upon Sir Harry 
Wildair. 

When I had indulged the loquacity of an old man 
for some time, in sucli loose hints, I took my leave 
of Mr. Mills J and was told, Mr. Elliot of Saint 
Janies's coffee-house would speak with me. His 
business was to desire I woiild, as I am an astro- 
loger, let him know beforehand, who were to haVc 
the benefit tickets in the ensuing lottery ; "W^hidh 
knowledge, he was of opinion^ he could turn to 
great account, as he was concerned in news. 

I granted his request, upon an oath of secrecy, 
that he would only make his own use of it, and not 
let it be publicly known until after they were 
drawn. I had not done speaking, when he pro- 
duced to me a plan which he had formed of keeping 
books, with the names of all such adventurers, and 
the numbers of their tickets, as should come to 
hioi ; io order to give an hourly account of what 
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tickets shall cojue up duriAg the whole tune of the 
lottery, the drawing of which is to begin on 
Wednesday next. I liked his method of disguising 
the secret I had told him ; and pronounced him a 
thriving ipan» who could 90 well watch the motiba 
of things, a.nd profit by a prevailing humour and 
impatience so aptly, as to make his honest industry 
agreeable to his customers, as it is to be the mes^ 
senger of their good fortune. 

Advertisement. 

From the Trumpet in Sheer^lane^ July 20. 

'* Ordered, that for the improvement of the plea- 
sures of society, a member of this bouse, one of the 
most wakeful of the soporific assembly beyond 
Smitbfield-bars, and one of the order of story- 
tellers in Holbom, may meet and exchange stale 
* matter, and report the same to their principals. 

" N. B. No man is to tell above one story in the- 
same evening ; but has liberty to teU the same the 
night following." 

, Mr. BickerstafT desires his love-correspondents 
to vary the names they shall assume in their fu-i 
tqrp letters ; for that he is o\'ersto^ked with f hir* 
Japoers. 
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Est h/c, 



Est UluhriSf animus si te non deficit aquus. 

HOR. I. Ep. XI. ver. ul^ 

True happiness is to no spot confinM \ 
If you preserve a firm fin4 equal mtndy 
'Tisbere^ 'tis there, and every where. ' " ■ ■ ■ 



From my own Apartment, July 24. 

This afternoon I went to visit a gentleman of my 
acquaintance at Mile-£nd ; and passing through 
Stepney church-yard, 1 could not forbear enter* 
twining myself with the inscriptions on the tombs 
and graves. Among others, I observed one with 
t]iis notable memorial t 

< Here lies (he body of T. B/ 

This fantastical desire, of being remembered only 
by the two first letters of a name, led me in 10 the 
contemplation of the vanity an4 imperfect attain- 
ments of ambition in general. When I run back 
in my imagination all the men whom I have ever 
known and conversed with in my whole life, there 
are but very few who have not used their faculties 
in the pursuit of what it is impossible to acquire ; 
or left the possession of what they might have been, 
at their setting out, master's, to search for it where 
it was out of tlieir reach. In tliis thought it was 
110 1 possible to forget the instance of Pyrrhus, wha 
proposing to himself in discourse with a philosopherji 
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one, and another, and another conquest, was 
asked, what he would do after all that ? " Then," 
says the king, ^ we will make merry." He wa^ 
well answered, *' What hinders your doing that in 
the condition you are already ?" The restless desire 
of exerting themselves above the common level of 
mankind is not to be resisted in some tempers j and 
minds of this make may be observed in every con- 
dition of life. Where, such men do not make to 
themselves, or meet with employment, the soil cf 
their constitution runs into tares and weeds. An 
old friend of mine, who lost a major's post forty 
years ago, and quitted, has ever since studied maps, 
encampments^ retreats, and countermarches 5 witli 
no other design but to feed his spleen and ill- 
humour, and furnish himself with matter for arguing 
against all the successful actions of others. He 
tliat, at his first setting out in the world, was the 
gayest man in our regiment 5 ventured his life with 
alacrity, and enjoyed- it witli satisfaction ; encou- 
raged men below him, and- was courted by men- 
above him, has been ever since the most froward 
creature breathing. His warm complexion spends 
itself now only in a general spirit of contradiction ; 
for which he watches all occasions, and is in his 
conversation still upon centrjj, treats all men like 
enemies, with every otlier impertinence of a si>e- 
culative warrior. 

He, that observes in himself this natural inquie-. 
tude, should take all imaginable care to put his 
mind in some method of gratification ; or he will 
soon find himself grow into the condition of this 
disappointed major. Instead of courting proper oc- 
casions to rise above others, he will be ever studious 
of pulling others down to him: it being the com- 
mon refuge of disappointed ambition, to ease them- 
selves by detraction. It ^^ culd be no great argu* 
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ment against ambition, that there are such mortal 
things in the disappointment of it 5 but it certainly is 
a forcible exception, that there can be no solid hap- 
piness in the success of it. If we value popular 
praise, it is in the power of the meanest of the 
people to disturb us by calumny. If the fame of 
being happy, we cannot look into a village, but we 
see crowds in actual possession of what we seek 
only the appearance. To this may be added, that 
there is I know not what malignity in the minds of 
ordinary men, to oppose you in what they see you. 
.fond of > and it is a certain exception against a 
man*s receiving applause, that he visibly courts it. 
However, this is not only tlie passion of great and 
undertaking spirits -, but you see it in tlie lives of 
such as, one would believe, were far enough re- 
moved from the ways of ambition. The rural 
esquires of this nation even tat and drink out of 
vanity. A vain-glorious fox-hunter shall entertain 
half a county, for the ostentation of his beef and 
beer, without the least a flection for any pf the 
crowd about him. He feeds them, because he 
thinks it a superiority over them that he does so } 
and they devour him, because they know he treats 
them out of insolence. This indeed is ambition in 
grotesque;, but may figure 10 us the condition of 
politer men, whose only pursuit is glory. When 
the superior acts out of a principle of vanity, the 
deppnocnt will be sure to allow it him ; because he 
knows it destructive of the veiy applause which is 
courted by the man who favours him, and conse- 
quently makes him nearer himself. 

,Bijt as every man living has n:ore or less of this 
incentive, which makes men impatient of an in- 
active condition, and urges men to atteir>pt what 
may tend to theirreputation } it is absolutely ne- 
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cessary they should form to themsctves an nmbition^ 
•which is in every man's power to gratify. This 
ambition would be independent, and would consist 
only in acting what, to a man's own mind, appears 
most great and laudable. It is a pursuit in the 
power of every man, and is only a regular prose* 
cution of what he himself approves. It is what can 
be interrupted by no outward accidents j for no man 
can be robbed of his good intention. One of our 
society of the Trumpet * therefore started last night a 
notion, which I thought had reason in it. *' It is, 
methinks,** said he, '* an unreasonable thing, that 
heroic virtue should, as it seems to be at present, 
be confined to a certain order of men, and be at- 
tainable by none but those whom fortune has ele- 
vated to the most conspicuous stations. I m oufid 
have every thing to be esteemed as heroic, which is 
great and uncommon in the circumstances of the 
man who performs it." Thus there would be no 
virtue in human life, which every one of tht 
apecies would not have a pretence to arrive at, afnd 
an ardency to exert. Since fortune is not in cur 
power, let us be as little as possible in hers. Why 
should it be necessary that a man should be rich, to 
be generous ? If we measured by the quality and 
not the quantity of things, the particulars which ac- 
company au action is what should denominate ft 
mean or great. The highest station of human life is 
to be attained by each man that pretends to it : for 
every man can be as valiant, as generous, as wise, 
and as merciful, as the faculties and opportunitie* 
which he has from Heaven and fortune will pcrmK. 
He that can say to himself, ** I do as much good, 
and am as virtuous as my most earnest endeavowi^ 

4f The public bouse ia Sheer* lane* 



ir ioW TATLER.' 289 

will allow me,'" whatever is Jiis station in the 
■^orld, is to himself; possessed of the highest ho- 
nour. If ambidop*48 not thus turned, it is no 
.other "than a cdntmual succession of anxiety and 
vexation. But when it has this cast, it invigorates 
the mind 5 and the consciousness of its own worth 
is a reward, which is not in the power of envy, re- 
proach, or detraction, to take from it. Thus the 
seat of solid honour is in a man's own bosom ; and 
no one can want support who is in possession of aa 
honest conscience, but he who would suffer the re*» 
proaches of it for other greatness. 

P. S. I was going on in my philosophy, when 
tiotice was brought me, that there was a great 
crowd in niy antichamber, who expected audience. 
When they were admitted, I found they all met at 
tny lodgings, each coming upon the same errand^ 
to know whether they were oi the fortunate in the 
lottery, which is now ready to be drawn. I waj 
much at a loss how to extricate myself from theic 
importunity 5 but observing Aie assembly made up 
of both sexes, t signified to them, that in this case 
it AX^uld appear Fortune is not blind, for all the lot$ 
would fall upon the wisest and the fairest. This 
gav^ so general a satisfaction, that the room wad 
soon emptied, and the company retired with the 
best air, and the most pleasing grace, I had any 
where obser\'ed. Mr. Elliot of St. James's coffee- 
house now stood alone before me, and signified to 
me, he had now not only prepared his books, but 
had received a very great subscription already. His 
design was, to advertise his subscribers at their re- 
spective places of abode, within an hour after their 
number is drawn, whether it was a blalhk or be-» 
nefit, if the adventurer lives within the bills of mor- 
tality ; if he dwell* in the country, by the next 

YOL. lY, G C 
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tick<».ts, which were pretty high in their numbers, 
and said it would not come this ten days. This 
fellow will have a good chance, though not that 
which he has put his heart on. The man is mecha- 
nically turned^ and made for getting. The sim^ 
plicity and eagerness which he is in, argues an at^ 
lention to his point ; though what he is labouring at 
does not in the least contribute to it. Were it not 
for such honest fellows as these, the men who go^ 
vern the rest of their species would have no tools tq 
work vidth : for the outward show of tlie world is 
carried on by such as cannot find out tha^ they are 
doing nothing. I lef^ my man with great re« 
luctance, seeing the tare he took to observe thp 
whole conduct of the persons concerned, and com- 
pute the inequality of the chances with his owq 
hands and eyes. *' Dear Sir," said I, " they must 
rise early that cheat ypu." " Ay," said he, ^tjhera 
is nothing like a man's minding his businesir^imr 
5elf." f* It is very true," sai^ I^ **the master*) 
eye makes the horse fat.** 

As much the greater number are to go without 
prizes, it is but very expedient to turn our lecture, 
to the forming just sentiments on the subject of for- 
tune. One said this morning, " that the chief lot, 
he was confident, would fall upon some puppy j" 
but tiiis gentleman is one ot those wrong tempers, 
who approve only the unhappy, and have a natural 
prejudice to the fortunate. But, as it is certain 
that there is a great meanness in being attached to a 
inan purely for his fortune ; there is no less a n.ean-r 
ness in disliking him fur his happiness. It i^ the 
same perverseiicss under different col ours 3 and bulb 
these resentments arii,e from mere pride. 

Tnie greainess of mind consists in valuing men 
apart from their circumstances, pr according to 
tlieir behaviour in them. Wealth is a distinction 



N«203. TATLER. 293 

qnly in traffic ; but it ii^ust not tje allowed as a re- 
commendation in any other particular, but only just • 
as it is applied. It was very prettily ^^id, '* That 
we rpay learn the little value of fortune by the per- 
sons on whom Ifeayei> is pleased to bestow it." 
Jiowever, there is not a harder part in human life, 
than beconaing wealth and greatness. He must be 
yery well ^tpcked with naerit, who is not willing to 
draw some superiority over his friend^ from his for- 
tune ; for it is not every mai> that can entertain witl^ 
the air of ^ guest, and do good ofl&ces with the 
mien of one that receives them. 

I must confess, I cannot conceive how a man can 
place himself in a figure wherein he can so mucl^ 
enjoy his own soul, and, that greatest of pleasures, 
the just approbatipn of bis own actions, than as an 
acl venturer on this occasion, to sit and see the lots gq 
off without hope or fear ; perfectly unconcerned a 5 
to himself, but taking part in the good fortune of 
pthers. 

T will believe there are l^appy tempers in being, 
to whom all the good that arrives to any of their 
fellow-creatures gives a pleasure. These liye in a 
course of lasting and substantial happiness, an4 
have the satisfaction to see all men endeavour to gra- 
tify tlieni. This state of mind not only l^ts a man 
into certain enjoymer^ts, but relieves him from a^ 
pertain anxieties. |f you \yill not rejoice with 
happy men, you must repine at thein. Dick 
Jteptile alluded to this when he said, ** he woul4 
hate no man, out of pure idleness-** As for my owq 
part, I look at Fortune quite in another view thai^ 
|:he rest of the world j and, by my knowledge iq 
foturity, tremble at the approaching' prize, whici 
i see coming to a young lady for whom I haye 
fQUch i^enderness | and have therefore writ to her 

^"•- f C3 '' 
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the following letter, to be sent by Mr. Elliot^ with 
•the notice ot her ticket. 

*' Madam, 
*' You receive, at the instant this comes to your 
hands, an account of your having, what you only 
wanted, fortune -, and to admonish you, that you 
may not now want every thing else. You had yes- 
terday wit, virtue, beauty ^ but you never heard of 
them until to-day. They say Fortune is blind ^ 
but you will find she has opened the eyes of all your 
beholders. I beseech you. Madam, make use of 
the advantages of having been educated without 
flattery. If you can still be Chloe, Fortune has in- 
deed been kind to you ; if you are altered, she has 
it not in her power to give you an equivalent." 

Grecian Coffee-house^ July 26. 

Some time ago a virtuoso, my very good friend, 
sent me a plan of a covered summer-house > which 
a little after was rallied by another of my cor- 
respondents. I cannot therefore defer giving him 
an r)pf)ortunily of making his defence to the learned, 
in his own words. 

'' To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 

'' Sir, July 15, 17 10. 

'^ I have been this summer upon a ramble, to 
visit several friends and relations j which is the rea- 
son I have left you, and our ingenious unknowu 
friend of South Wales, so long in your error con- 
cerning the grass-plots in my green-house. I will 
not give you the particulars of my gardener's con- 
duct in the management of my covered garden ; 
bat content myself with letting you know, tliat my 
little fields within doors, though by tlieir novelty 
the^' appear too cxtraviJgant to you to subsist even 



IT 204. TATLER. 295 

in a regular imagination, are in the effect tinners 
that require no conjuration. Your correspoirlent 
may depend upon it, that under a sashod nof, 
which lets in the sun at all times, and the air as 
often as is convenient, he may have grass-pl<»ts in 
•the greatest perfection, if he will be at the poins to 
water, mowy and roll them. Grass and herbs in 
general, the less tliey are exposed to the sun and 
winds, the livelier is their verdure. They require 
only warmth and moisture j "and if you were to see 
my plots, your eye would soon confess, that the 
low ling-green at Mary lone wears not half so bright 
a livery. 

" The motto, with which the gentleman has been 
pleased to furnish you, is so very proper, and pleases 
me so well, that I design to have it set upon the 
front of my green-house in letters of gold. 

1 am. Sir, &c,** 
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Gaudent prammine moUti 

Auricula. ^— — HOR. » Sat. V. 32. 



He with rapture hears 



A title tingling in his teoiler ears. Ft ancis. 

From my own Apartment j July 28. 

Many are the inconveniences which happen from 
the improper manner of address in common speech, 
between persons of the same or of diifcrent quality. 
Among these errors, thetc » uona ^t^.\aYN^«CL>^^ 

3 
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of the impertinent use of Title, and a paraphrastical 
way of saying. You. I had the curiosity the other 
dav > ' iow a crowd of people near Billingsgate, 
who were conducting a passionate woman that sold 
jfish to a magistrate, in order to explain some words, 
which were ill taken by one of her own quality and 
profession in the public naarket. When she came 
to make her defence, she was so vefy full of, ** His 
"Worship," and of, ** If it should please his Ho- 
nour," that we could, for some time, hardly hear 
any other apology shp made for herself, than that of 
atoning for the ill language she had been accused of 
towards hei* neighbour, by the great civilities she 
paid to her judge. Put this extravagance in her 
^ense of doing honour was no more to be wondered 
at, than that her Tjnany rings on each finger were 
worn as instances ©f nnery and dress. The vulgar 
may thus heap and huddle terms of respect, and 
pothing better be expected from thein^ but for 
people of rank to repeat appellatives insignificantly, 
is a folly not to be endured, neitlier wjtli regard to 
our time, or our understanding. It is ^)elow the 
dignity of speech to extend it with more words o^ 
phrases than are necessary to explain ourselves with 
elegance : and it is, methinks, an instance of igno- 
rance, if not of servitude, to be redundant in such 
expressions. 

1 waited upon a m«n of quality some mornings 
?g6. He happened to be dressing; and his shoe- 
maker fitting him, told him, "that if his Lordship 
Y'onld please to tread hard, or that if his Lordship 
would stamp a little, his Lordship would find his 
Lordship's shoe wjll sit as easy as any piece of 
Mork his Lordship should see in England.'* As 
K.on as my Lord wafi dressed, a gentleman approached 
him with a very good air, and told him, ** he hac^ 
^u atJtiiir which had lon^ dc\>cnded in the lower 
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(Courts^ which, through the Inadvertency of hit 
ancestors on the one ^ide, and the ill arts of theit 
adversaries on the other, could not possibly be set? 
tied according to the rules of the lower courts j 
that, therefore, he designed to bring his cause be- 
fore tl>e House pf Lords next session, where he 
should be glad if his Lordship should happen to be 
present ; for he doubted not but his cause would be 
approved by alj men of justice and honour.*' In 
this place the word Lordship was gracefully in? 
^erted j because it was applied to him in that cir- 
.cumstance wherein his quality was the occasion of 
the discourse, and wherein it was most useful to the 
one, and most honourable to the other. 

This way is so far from being disrespectful to the 
honour of nobles, that it is an expedient for using, 
^hem with greater deference. I would not put 
Lordship to a man's hat, gloves^ wig, or cane ; but 
to desire his Lordship's favour, his Lordship's judg* 
ment, or his Lordship's patrpnage, js a manner of 
speaking, which expresses an alliance between hi$ 
quality and his mexit. It is this knowledge, which 
distinguished the discourse of the shoe-maker from 
that of the gentleman. The highest point of good- 
breeding, if any one can hit it, is to shew a very 
jaice regard to your own 4ignity, and, with that in 
your heart, express your value for the man above 
you. 

But the pilly humour to the contrary has so roucl^ 
prevailed, that the slavish addition bf title ener- 
vates discourse, and renders the application of it al- 
most ridiculous. We writers of diurnals are nearer 
in our style to that of common talk than any other 
vriters, by which means we use words pf respect 
ometimes very unfortpnately. The Postman, who 
5 one of the most celebrated of our fraternity, fell 
iLo this misfortune yesterday in his ^s^^'^i^^^.^^^^^'c^, 
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Berlin of the twenty-sixth of July. " Coant War- 
tembourg," says he, ** great chamberlain^ and chief 
minister of this court, who on Monday last accom- 
panied the king of Prussia to Oranienburg, was 
taken so very ill, that on Wednesday his life was 
despaired of; and we had a report, that his Ex- 
cellency was dead.'* 

I humbly presume that it flattens the narration, 
to say his Excellency in a case which is common to 
all men ; except you would infer what is not to be 
inferred, to wit, that the author designed to say,. 
*' all wherein he excelled others was departed from 
him." 

Were distinctions used according to the rules of 
reason and sense, those additions to mens names 
would be, as they were first intended, significant of 
their worth, and not their persons ; so that in some 
cases it might be proper to say, *' The man is dead; 
but his Excellency will never die." " It is, me- 
thinks, very unjust to laugh at a Quaker, because 
he has taken up a resolution to treat you with a 
word, the most expressive of complaisance that can 
be thought of, and with an air of good- nature and 
charity calls you Friend. I say, it is very unjust 
to rally him for this term to a stranger, when you 
yourself, in all your phrases of distinction, confound 
phrases of honour into no use at all. 

Tom Courtly, who is the pink of courtesy, is an 
instance of how litile moment an undistinguishing 
application of sounds of honour are to those who 
understand themselves. Tom never fails of payin?^ 
his obeisance to every man he sees, who has title or 
office to make him conspicuous ; but his deference 
is wholly given to outward considerations. I, who 
know him, can tell him within half an acre, how 
much land one man has more than another by Tom* 
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bow to him. Title is all he knows of honour, 
and civility of friendship : for this reason, because 
he cares for no man living, he js religiously strict 
in performing, what he calls, his respects to you. 
To this end he is very learned in pedigree 5 and 
will abate something in the ceremony of his ap- 
proaches to a man, if he is in any doubt about the 
bearing of his coat of arms. What is the most plea- 
sant of all his character is, that he acts with a sort 
of integrity in these impertinences ;, and though he 
would not do any solid kindness, he is wonderfully 
just and careful not to wrong his quality. But as 
integrity is very scarce in tlie world, I cannot for- 
bear having respect for the impertinent : it is some 
virtue to be bound by any thing. Tom and I are 
upon very good ternas, for the respect he has for the 
house of Bickcrstaff. Though one cannot but laugh 
at his serious consideration of things so little essen- 
tial, one must have a value even for a frivolous good 
conscience. 
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Nnw9i» yy Kree^n wrw wX<o» nfAttrv taraVtof 

Kai 900I fv fxaXa^*! T« xm otf^o^Xw ^xfy' 09Ha(» 

HESIOD. Oper. & Dier. Tcr. 29. 

Fools! not to know how far an humble lot 
Fxceeds abandance by injustice got; 
How Hfa'th and Temperance bless th6 rosticswaiOy 
iVhik Luxttry destroy i her pamper'd train. 

R.WYMlff. 

From my own Apartfnent^ July gi. 

NATURfe has implanted in us two very strong de* 
sires ; hunger, for the preservation of the indivtdo-^ 
als J and lust, for the support of the species ; or, to 
speak more intelligibly, the former to continue our 
own persons, and the latter to introduce others into 
the world. According as men behave themselves 
with regard to these appetites, they are above or be- 
low the beasts of the tield, which are incited by 
them without choice or reflection. But reasonable 
creatures correct these incentives, and improve them 
into elegant motives of friendship and society. It is 
chiefly from this homely foundation, that we are un- 
der the necessity of seeking for the agreeable compa- 
nion, and the honourable mistress. By this cultiva- 
tion of art and reason, our wants are made pleasure; 
and the gratification of our desires, under proper re- 
strictions, a work no way below our noblest facul- 
ties. The wisest man may maintain his character, 
and yd cousidei iu what manner he shall bje&t eatery 
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tain his friend, or divert his mistrcM. Nay, it 13 
80 far from being a derogation to him, that he can 
in no instances shew so true a taste of his life, or his' 
fortune. What concerns one of the above-mentioned 
appetites, as it is elevated into love, I shall have 
abundant occasion to discourse of, before I have 
provided for the numberless crowd of damsels I have 
proposed to take care of. The subject therefore of^ 
the present paper shall be that part of society, whicb 
owes its beginning to the common necessity of Hun- 
ger, When this is considered as tlie support of our' 
being, we may take in under the same head Thirst 
also ; otherwise, when we are pursuing the glutton, 
the dmnkard may make his escape. The true choice 
of our diet, and our companions at it, seems to con- 
sist in tl>at which contributes most to chearfulnes* 
and refreshment : and these certainly are best con- 
sulted by simplicity in the food, and sincerity in the 
company. By this rule are, in the first place, ex- 
cluded from pretence to happiness all meals of state 
2nd ceremony, which are performed in dumb-show, 
and greedy sullenness. At the boards of the greats 
tliey say, you shall have a number attending with a» 
good habits and countenances as the guests, whiclt 
only circumstance must destroy the whole pleasure 
of the repast ; for if such attendants are introduced 
for the dignity of their appearance, modest mind* 
are shocked by considering them as spectators ; or 
else look upon them as equals] for whose servitude 
tliey arc in a kind of suffering. It may be here add- 
ed, that the sumptuous side-board, to an ingenuous 
eye, has often more the ai*r of an altar than a table. 
The next absurd way of enjoying ourselves at meals 
is, where the bottle is plied witliout being railed for, 
where humour takes place of appetite, and the^good 
company are too dull, or too merry, to know any 
enjoyment in their seizes. 

VOL. IV. D D 
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Though this part of time is absolutely necessary 
to sustain life, it must be also considered, that life 
itstlf is to the endless being of man but what a meal 
is to this life, not valuable for itself, but for the 
purposes of it. If there be any truth in this, the ex- 
pence of many hours this way is somewhat unac- 
countable : and placing much thought either in too 
great sumptuousness and elegance in this matter^ or 
wallowing in noise and riot at it, are both, though 
not equally, unaccountable. I have oxten considered 
these different people with very great attention, and 
always speak of them with the distinction of the 
Eaters and the Swallowers. The Eaters sacrifice 
all their sen^s and understanding to this appetite. 
The Swallowers hurry themselves out of both, with- 
out pleasing this or any other appetite at all. The 
latter are improved brutes, the former, degenerated 
men. I have sometimes thought it would not be 
improper to add to my dead and living men, per- 
hons in an intermediate state of humanity, under 
the appellation of t)ozers. The Dozers are a sect, 
w ho, instead of keeping their appetites in subjection, 
live in subjection to them; nay, they are so truly 
sla\ cs to them, that they keep at too great a dis- 
tance ever to ccme into their presence. Within ray 
own acquaintance, I know those that I dare say have 
forgot that they ever were hungry, and are no less 
utter strangers to thirst and weariness j who are be- 
holden to sauces for their food, and to their food for 
their weariness. 

I have often wondered, considering the excellent 
and choice spirits that we have among our divines, 
that they do not tliink of putting vicious habits into 
a more contemptible and unlovely tigure, tiian they 
do at present. So many men of wit and spirit as 
there arc in sacred orders, have it in thtir power to 
make the fashiou of tbeii: side. The leaders in hu« 
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man society are more effectually prevailed upon this 
"way than can easily be imagined. I have more than 
one in my thoughts at this time, capable of doing 
this against all the opposition of the most witty, as 
well as the most voluptuous. There may possibly 
be more acceptable subjects; but sure there are 
none more useful. It is visible, that though mens 
fortunes, circumstances, and pleasures, give them 
prepossessions too strong to regard any mention either 
of punishments or rewards, they will listen to what 
makes them inconsiderable or mean in the imagina- 
tions of others, and by degrees in their own. 

It is certain such topics are to be touched upon, 
in the light we mean, only by men of the most con- 
summate prudence, as well as excellent wit: for 
these discourses are to be made, if made, to run into 
example, before such as have their thoughts more 
intent upon the propriety, than the reason of the dis- 
course. What indeed leads me into this way of 
thinking is, that the last thing I read was a sermon 
of tlie learned doctor South, upon "The Ways of 
Pleasantness.** This admirable discourse was made 
at court, where the preacher was too wise a man not 
to believe, the greatest argument in that place 
against the pleasures then in vogue, must be, that 
they lost greater pleasures by prosecuting the course 
they were in. The charming discourse has in ft 
-whatever wit and wisdom can put together. This 
gentleman has a talent of making all his faculties 
bear to the great end of his hallowed profession. 
Happy genius ! he is the better man for being a wit. 
The best way to praise this author is to quote him ; 
and, I think, I may defy'any man to say a greater 
tiling of him, or his ability, than that there are no 
> paragraphs in the whole discourse I speak of below 
these which follow. 
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After having recommended tlie satisfaction of the 
^ind, and the pleasure of conscience, he proceeds : 

*' An ennobling property of it is, that it is such a 
pleasure as never satiates or wearies 3 for it properly 
^affects the spirit 3 and a spirit feels no weariness, as 
being privileged from the causes of it. But can the 
/epicure say so x)f any of the pleasures that he so much 
dotes upon ? Do they not expire while they satisfy, 
and, after a few minutes refreshment, determine in 
loathing and unquietness ? How short is the interval 
iDCtween a pleasure and a burden ! How undiscer* 
;nible the ^transition from one to the other ! Pleasure 
dwells no longer upon the appetite than the necessi- 
ties of nature, which are quickly and easily provided 
for 3 and then all that follows is a load and an op- 
pression. Every morsel to a satisfied Hunger, is only 
a new labour to a tired digestion. Every draught to 
iiim tliat has quenched his thirst, is but a further 
quenclxing of nature, and a provision for rheum and 
diseases, a drowning oif the quickness and activity of 
Xhe spirits. 

" He that prdongs his meals, and sacrifices his 
itime, as well as his other conveniences, to his luxury, 
ho,w quickly does he outset his pleasure ! And then, 
how is all the following time bestowed upon cere- 
mony and surfeit! until at length, after a long fa- 
tigue of eating, and drinking, and babbling, he con- 
/cludes the great work of dining genteelly, and so 
makes a shift to rise from table, that he may lie 
down upon his bedj wh,ere, after he has slept him- 
self into some use of himself, by much ado he stag- 
gers to his table agaip, and there acts over the same 
brutish scene : so Uiat he passes his whole life in a 
dozed condition, between sleeping and waking, with 
a kind of drowsiness and confusion upon his senses, 
i}vbich, what pleasure it can be^ is hard to conceive. 
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All that is of it, dwells upon the tip of his tongue, 
and within the compass of his palate. A worthjr 
prize for a man to purchase with the loss of his time^ 
his reason, aud himself !" 
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Within Che bounds, which uaiuie iiMli Odsigirj. 

FHANCIS, 

From my own apartment, August 2. 

The general purposes of men in the conduct of their 
Jives, I mean with relation to ihis life only, end in 
gaining either the aftection or the esteem of those 
with whom they converse. Esteem makes a man 
powerful in business, and affection desirable in con- 
versation; which is certainly the reason that very 
agreeable men fail of their point in the world, and 
those who are by no means such arrive at it with 
much ease, ii it be visible in a man's carriage that 
be has a strong passion to please, no one is much at 
a loss how to keep measures with him j because there 
is always a balance in people's hands to raal^eupwith 
bim, by giving him what he still wants in exchange 
for what you Uiink fit to deny IVuw, ^mOcl ^;^^\s\i\K 
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asks with diffidence, and ever leaves room for denial 
by that softness of his complexion. At the same 
time he himself is capable of denying notliing, even 
what he is not able to perform. The other sort of 
man who courts esteem, having a quite different 
view, has as difierent a behaviour ; and acts as much 
by the dictates of his reason, as the other does by the 
impulse of his ihclination. You must pay for every 
thing you have of him. He considers mankind as a 
people in commerce, and never gives out of himself 
what he is sure will not come in with interest from 
another. All his words and actions tend to the ad- 
vancement of his reputation and his fortune, towards 
which he makes hourly progress, because he lavishes 
no part of his good-will upon such as do not make 
some advances to merit it. The man who values af- 
iection, sometimes becomes popular; he who aims 
at esteem, seldom fails of growing rich. 

Thus far we have looked at these different men, 
as persons who endeavoured to be valued and beloved 
from design or ambition j but they apj^ear quite in 
another figure, when you observe the men who are 
agreeable and venerable from the force of their na- 
tural inclinations. We affect the company of him 
who has least regard of himself in his carriage, who 
throws himself into unguarded gaiety, voluntary 
mirth, and j;eneral good humour ; who has nothing 
in his head but tlie present hour, and seems to have; 
all his interest and passions gratified, if every man 
else in the room is as unconcerned as himself. This 
man usually has no quality or character among his 
companions 3 let him be born of whom he will, have 
what great qualities he please; let him be cap:]b!r 
of assuming lor a moment what figure he pleases, 
he still dwdls in the imagination of all vvh.o kno\;r 
Jiim bur as Jack buch a ouc. This makes Jack briirht- 
«n up the room wherever he enters, and change the 
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•everity of the company into that gaiety and ^ood 
humour, into which his conversation generally leads 
them. It is not unpleasant to observe even this sort 
of creature go out of his character, to check himself 
sometimes for his familiarities, and pretend so auk- 
wardly at procuring to himself more esteem than he 
finds he meets witli. I was the other day walking 
"^Tth Jack Gainly towards Lincoln's-inn-walks : we 
met a fellow who is a lower officer where Jack is in 
the direction. Jack cries to him, **So, how is it, 

Mr. :*' He answers, "Mr. Gainly, I am glad 

*^to see you well." This expression of equality gave 
my friend a pang, which appeared in the flush of his 
countenance. ** Pr ytliee Jack," says I, do not be 
angry at the man j for do what you will, the man 
can only love you ; be contented with the image the 
man has of thee ; for if thou aimest at jmy other, it 
must be hatred or contempt." I went on, and told 
him, *^ Look you. Jack, I have heard thee some- 
times talk like an oracle for half an hour, with the 
sentiments of a Roman, the closeness of a school- 
man, and the integrity of a divine j but then, Jack, 
while I admired thee, it was upon topics which did 
not concern thyself 5 an/" where the greatness of the 
subject, added to thy being personally unconcernerl 
in it, created all that was great in thy discourse.** 
I did not mind his being a little out of humour ; but 
comforted him, by giving him several instances of 
men of our acquaintance, who had no one quality 
in any eminence, that were much more esteemed 
than he was with very many: *M)ut the thing is, if 
your character is to give pleasure, men will consider 
you only in that light, and not in those acts which 
turn to esteem and veneration." 

When I think of Jack Gainly, I cannot but reflect 
also upon his sister Gatty. She is young, witty, 
pleasant, innocent. This is Lor natural ^lai'acur 
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but when she observes any one admired for what 
they call a fine wpman, she is all the next day wo- 
manly, prudent, observing, and virtuous. She is 
every moment asked in her pr^dential behaviour, 
whether she is not well ? Upon which she as often 
pnswers in a fret, " Do people think one must be al- 
ways romping, always a Jackpudding?" I never fail 
to inquire of her, it my Jady such-a-one, that awfnl 
beauty, was not ^t the play last night ? She knows 
tlie connexion between that question and her change 
of humour, ands^ys, " It would be very well if some 
people ^vould examine into themselves, as much as 
they do into others." Or, '?Sure, there is nothing in 
tlie world so ridiculous as an amorous old man.*' 

As I was saying, there is a class which every man 
is in by his post in nature, from which it is inipossi* 
ble for him to witlidraw to another, and become it. 
^'herefore it is necessary that each should be con- 
tented with it, and not endeavour at any progress 
out of that track. To follow nature is the only agree- 
able course, which is what I would fain inculcate 
to those jarring companions, Flavia and Lucia. They 
are mother and daughter. Flavia, who is the mam- 
ma, has all the charms and desires of youth .-till 
jibont her, and is not much turned of thirty. Lucia 
is blooming and amorous, and but a little above hl- 
teen. The mother looks very much younger than 
she is, the girl very much older. It' it were possible 
to fix the girl to lier sick bed, and preserve the por- 
tion, the use of which the motlier partakes, ^e good 
widow Fla\ ia would certainly do it. But for fear of 
Lucia's escape, the mother is forced to be constantly 
attended with, a rival, that explains her age, and 
draws otl' the eyes pi her admirers. The jest is, they 
can never be together in strangers company, but Lucy 
is eternally reprimanded for something very particu- 
lar iu her behaviour ^ for lyhlch she has tlie malice 
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to say, '^ she hopes she shall always obey her parents." 
She carried her passion and jealousy to that height the 
other day, that coming suddenly into the room, and 
surprizing colonel Lofty speaking rapture on one 
knee to her mother, she clapped down by him^ and 
asked her blessing. 

I do not know whether it is so proper to tell family 
occurrences of this nature: but we every day see 
the same thing happen in public conversation in the 
world. Men cannot be contented with what is lau- 
dable, but they must have all tliat is laudable. This 
ailectation is what decoys the familiar man into pre- 
tences to take state upon him, and the contrary cha- 
racter to the folly of aiming at being winning and 
complaisant. But in these cases men may easily 
lay aside what they are, but can never arrive at what 
they are not. 

As to the pursuits after affection and esteem, the 
fair sex are happy in this particular, that with them 
the one is much more nearly related to the other than 
in men. The love of a woman is inseparable from 
some esteem of her ; and as she is naturally the ob- 
ject of aflfection, the woman who has your esteem 
has also some degree of your love. A man that dotes 
on a woman for her beauty, will whisper his friend, 
'* that creature has a great deal of wit when you arc 
well acquainted with her." And if you examine the 
bottom of your esteem for a woman, you will find 
you havis a greater opinion of her beauty than any 
body else. As to us men, I design to pass most of 
my time with the facetious Harry Bickerstatf ; but 
"William Bickerstjiff, the most prudent flaan of our 
family, shall be a;y executor. 
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From my own Apartment^ August 4. 

H AVI N G yesterday morning received a paper of Latin 
verses, written with much elegance in honour of 
these my Papers, and bdug informed at the same 
time, that they were composed by a youth under age, 
I read them with much delight, as an instance of 
his improvement. There is not a greater pleasure 
to old age, than seeing young people entertain them- 
selves in such a manner as that we can partake of 
their enjoyments. On such occasions we flatter 
ourselves, that we are not quite laid aside in the 
world; but that we are either used with gratitude 
for what we were, or honoured for what we .are. 
A well-inclined young man, and whose good-breed- 
ing is founded upon the principles of nature and 
virtue, must needs take delight in being agreeable 
to his ciders, as we are truly delighted \vlicn we arc 
not tiie jest of them. When I say this, I must con- 
fess I cannot but think it a very lamentable thing, 
tliat there should be a necessity for making that a rule 
of life, which should be, methinks, a mere instinct 
of nature. If reflection upon a man in poverty 
whom we once knew in riches, is an argument of 
commiseration with generous m»nds ; sure old age, 
which is a decay from that vigour which the young 
possess, and must certainly, if not prevented against 
their will, arrive at, should be more forcibly the ob- 
ject of that reverence^ which honest spirits are in- 
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clined to, from a sense of being themselves liable to 
what they observe has already overtaken others. 

My three nephews, whom, in June last was 
twelvemonth, I disposed of according to their several 
capacities and inclinations j the first to the univer- 
sity, the second to a merchant, and the third to a 
woman of quality as her page, by my invitation dined 
with me to-day. It is my custom oftert, when I 
have a mind to give myself a more than ordinary 
chearfulncss, to invite a certain young gentlewoman 
of our neighbourhood to make one of the company. 
She did me that favour this day. The presence of a 
beautiful woman of honour, to minds which are not 
triviaUy disposed, displays an alacrity which is not to 
be communicated by any other object. It was not 
unpleasant to me, to look into her thoughts of the 
company she was in. She smiled at the party of 
pleasure I had thought of for her, which was com- 
posed of an old man and three boys. My scholar, 
my citizen, and myself, were very soon neglected ^ 
and the young courtier, by the bow he made to her 
at her entrance, engaged her observation witliout a 
rival. I observed the Oxonian not a little .discom- 
posed at this preference, while the trader kept his 
eye upon his uncle, Wy nephew Will had a thou- 
sand secret resolutions to break in upon the discourse 
of his younger brother, who gave my fair companion 
a full account of the fashion, and what was reckoned 
most becoming to this complexion, and what sort of 
habit appeared best upon the other shape. He pra- 
ceeded to acquaint her, who of quality was well or 
.sick within the bills of mortality, and named very 
familiarly all his lady's acquaintance, not forgetting 
her very words when he spoke of their characters. 
Besides all this, he had a road of flattery ; and upon 
her inquiring, what sort of woman lady Lovely was 
in her person^ ** Reallyj Madaip," says the Jacka* 
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napes, " slie is exactly of your height and shape ; 
but as you are fair, she is a brown woman.** There 
was no enduring that this fop should outshine us all 
at this unmerciful rate 3 therefore 1 thought fit to 
talk to my young scholar concerning his studies; and 
because I would throw his learning into present ser- 
vice, I desired him to repeat to me the translation 
he had made of some tender verses in Theociitus. 
He did so, with an air of elegance peculiar to the 
college to which I sent him. 1 made some excep- 
tions to the turn of the phrases 5 which he defended 
with much modesty, as believing in that place the 
matter was rather to consult the softness of a swain's 
passion, than the strength of his expressions. It soon 
appeared, that Will had out-stripped his brother in 
the opinion of our young lady. A little poetry, to 
one who is bred a scholar, has the same etf'ect that a 
good carriage of his person has on one who ts to live 
in courts. The favour of women is so natural a pas- 
sion, that I envied both the boys their success in the 
approbation of my guest 3 and I thought the only per- 
son invulnerable was my young trader. During the 
whole meal, 1 could observe in the children a mu- 
tual contempt and scorn of each other, arising from 
their different way of life and education, and took 
tliat occasion to advertise them of such growing dis- 
tastes ', which might mislead them in their future 
life, and disappoint their friends, as well as them- 
selves, of the advantages, which might be expected 
from the diversity of their professions and interests. 
The prejudices, which are growing up between 
these brothers from the dilferent ways of edgcaiioii, 
are what create the most fatal misunderstandings in 
life. Bnt all distinctions of disparagement, merclv 
from our circumstances, are such as will not bear 
the examination of reason. The courtier, the truJer, 
and the scholar, should all have an equal preteniio» 
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to the denomination of a gentlerodh. That tfades^ 
nian> who deals with me in a commodity which I do 
Hot understand^ with uprightness^ has much mc^re 
right to that character^ than the courtier that gives 
xne false hopes> or the scholar who laughs at m/ 
ignorance. *•' ^.^* 

The appellation of gentleman is tttvcr to be affixed 
to a man's circumstances, but to his behaviour in 
them. For this reason I shall ever, as far as I am 
-able, give my nephews such impressions as shall make 
them value themselves rather as they are useful to 
others, than as they are conscious of merit in them- 
selves. There ar6 no qualities for which we ought 
to pretend to tlie esteem of others, but such as ren- 
der us serviceable to them : for '' free men have no 
superiors but benefactors.'* I was going on like a 
tme old fellow to this purpose to my guests^ when 
I received the following epistle : 

" Sir, 
" I have yours, with hotice of a benelKt ticket of 
four hundred pounds per annum, both inclosed by 
Mr. Elliot, who had my numbers for that purpose. 
Vour philosophic advice came very seasonably to me 
>vith that good fortune : but I muat be so sincere 
\(^ith you as to acknowledge, I owe my present mo^ 
deration more to my own folly than your wisdonu 
You will think this strange until I inform you, that 
I had fixed my thoughts upon the thousand pounds^ 
a year, and had, with that expectation, laid down 
so many agreeable plans for my behaviour towards 
my new lovers and old firiends, that I have received 
this favour of fortune with an air of disappointment. 
This is interpreted, by all who know not the springs 
of my iieart, as a ^wonderful piece of humility, h. 
hope my present state of mind will gprow into that % 
but I con&ss my conduct to be now owing to anof 

VOL. IV. £S 
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tbcr caoiii. However, I know yoa will approve iny 
taking hold even of imperfectiong to find my way 
toward* virtue, which it so feeble in ug at the best, 
that we arc often beholden to our faulti, for the firit 
ippearancet of it# 1 am, Sir, 

' '» ' *' Your inoit humble servant, 

" Chlob/* 
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■ If you complain of Ue»t, 

Ihcy lub til' ut«iwc4liiig biuw^ mhU kHCiii tUey hW9»U 

DaYDBIf. 

From my own jifmrimerii, August 7, 

.Am old acqiiaintnnic*, who mti mc. thig niornin^^ 
KCMiied overjoyed to hec nm, and told me I looked as 
well as he had known me do these forty yean* : "but," 
rontinued he, ** not quite the man yon were, when 
w(! vihift'd toj^etlirr at lady iirigljtly's. Oh ! Isaac, 
tliose days are over. J)o you tliink there are any 
ftiicli line (reatures now living, as we then conversed 
with }" He went on with a thousand incoherent cir- 
eiunstaiiec s, which, in his imagination, must needs 
])le;isenie; but they had the quite contrary eli'ect. 
J hr Mattery witli which he began, in telling me how 
wrll 1 wore, was not disagreeable; but his indiscreet 

Uiciaiou of a set uf ac^uaiatauce wc luid out-lived. 
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recalled ten thousand things to my memory, which 
made me reflect upon my present condition with re- 
gret. Had he indeed been so kind as, after a long 
absence, to felicitate me upon an indolent and easy 
old age ; and mentioned how much he and I had to 
thank for, who at our time of day could walk firmly, 
eat heartily, and converse chearfully, he had kept 
up my pleasure in myself. But of all mankind, there, 
are none so shocking as these injudicious civil people. 
They ordinarily begin upon something, that tlaey 
know must be a satisfaction ; but then, for fear of 
the imputation of flattery, they follow it with the 
last thing in the world of which you would be re- 
minded. It is this that perplexes civil persons. The 
reason that there is such a general outcry among 
us against flatterers is, that there are so very few 
good ones. It is the nicest art in this life, and is a 
part of eloquence which does not want the prepara- 
tion that is necessary to all other parts of it, that 
your audience should be your well-wishers : for 
praise from an enemy is the most pleasing of all com- 
mendations. 

It is generally to be observed, that the person most 
agreeable to a man ybr a constancy is he that has no 
shining qualities, but is a certain degree above great 
imperfections ; whom he can live with as his infe- 
rior, and who will either overlook, or not observe 
his little defects. Such an easy companion as this 
either now and then throws out a little flattery, or 
lets a man silently flatter himself in his superiority 
to him. If you take notice, there is hardly a rich 
man in the world, who has not such a led friend of 
small consideration, who is a darling for his insig- 
nificancy. It is a great ease to have one in our own 
shape a species below us, and who, without being 
listed in our service, is by nature of our retinue. 
These dependents are of excellent use on a rainy da}'^ 

£62 
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or when a mnn has not a mind to dress ; or to exclude 
solitude^ when one has neither a mind to that or to 
company. There are of this good-natured order^ who 
are 8o kind as to divide themselves^ and do these 
good offices to many. Five or six of them visit a 
whole quarter of the town, and exclude the spleen » 
without fees, from the families they frequent. If 
they do not prescribe physic, they can be company 
when you take it. Very great benefactors to the rich, 
or those whom they call people at their ease, are youi 
persons of no consequence. I have known some of 
them, by the help of a little cunning, make delici- 
ous flatterers. They know the course of the towUj^ 
and the general characters of persons : by this means 
they will sometimes tell the most agreeable falsehoods 
imaginable. They will acquaint you, that such a one 
of a quite contrary party said, '* That though you 
were engaged in different interests, yet he had the 
greatest respect for your good sense and address." 
When one of these has a little cunning, he passes his 
time in the utmost satisfaction to himself and his 
friends : for his position, is never to report or speak 
a displeasing thing to his friend. As for letting 
him go on in an error, he knows, advice against 
them is the office of persons of greater talents and 
less discretion. 

The Latin word for a flatterer, assentaior, implies 
no more than a person that barely consents j and in- 
deed such a one, if a man were able to purchase or 
maintain him, cannot be bought too dear. Such a 
one never contradicts you; but gains upon you, not 
by a fulsome way of commending you in broad terms, 
but liking whatever you propose or utter; at tho 
same time, is ready to beg your pnrdon, and gainsay 
you, if you chance to speak ill of yourself. An old 
lady is very seldom without such a companion as this, 
who can recite the names of all her lovers, and tho 
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matches refused by her in the days when she minded 
such vanities, as she is pleased to call them> though 
she so much approves the mention of them. It is to 
be noted, that a woman's flatterer is generally elder 
than herself ; her years serving at once to recommend 
her patroness's age, and to add weight to her com-* 
plaisance in all other particulars. 

We gentlemen of small fortunes are extremely ne- 
cessitous in this particular. I have indeed one who 
smokes with me often ; but his parts are so low, that 
all the incense he does me is to fill his pipe with me, 
and to be out at just as many whiffs as I take. ThU 
is all the praise or assent that he is capable of 3 yet 
there are more hours when I would rather be in his 
company, than in that of the brightest man I kiiOW» 
It would be an hard matter to give an account of 
this inclination to be flattered ; but if we go to the 
bottom of it, we shall find, that the pleasure in it is 
something like that of receiving money which layout. 
Every man thinks he has an estate of reputation, and 
is glad to see one that will bring any of it home to 
him. It is no matter how dirty a bag it is conveyed 
to him in, or by how clownish a messenger, so the 
money be good. All that we want, to be pleased 
with flattery, is to believe that the man is sincere 
who gives it us. It is by this one accident, tliat ab- 
surd creatures often out -run the most skilful in this 
art. Their want of ability is here an advantage ; and 
their bluntness, as it is the seeming effect of sincentyjt 
is the best cover to artifice. - 

Terence introduces a flatterer talking to a coxcomb^ 
whom he cheats out of a livelihood j and a third per- 
son on the stage makes on him this pleasant remark* 
" This fellow has an art of making fo<.h madmen.** 
The love of flattery is, indeed, sometinies tbt; weak* 
jiess of a great mind j but you see it also in persons j^ 
who otherwise discover no manner of re)|&bL ci€^s>^ 

&E a 
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thing above mere sensuality. These latter it soroe- 
times improves} but always debases the former. A 
fool is in himself the object of pity, until he is flat- 
tered. By the force of that, his stupidity is raised 
into affectation, and he becomes of dignity enough 
to be ridiculous. I remember a droll, tnat upoa 
one*s saying, "The times are so ticklish, that there 
must great care be taken what one says in conversa- 
tion;" answered with an air of surliness and honesty, 
*' If people will be free, let them be so in the man- 
ner that I am, who never abuse a man but to hii 
face." He had no reputation for saying dangerous 
truths 5 therefore when it was repeated, ** Yon 
abuse a man but to his face?" *'Ycs," says he, " I 
flatter him." 

It is indeed the greatest of injuries to flatter any 
but the unhappy, or such as are displeased with 
themselves for some infirmity. In this latter case 
we hive a member of our club, who, when Sir Jof- 
fery falls asleep, wakens him with sftoring. Thi.-* 
makes Sir Jellery hold up for some moments the 
longer, to see there are men younger than himself 
amongst us, who are more lethargic than he is. 

AVhen f attery is practised upon any other consi- 
dcraiion, it is ihe most abject thing in nature j nay, 
I cannot think of any character below ihc flatterer, 
except he that envies him. You meet with fellows, 
prrniiv d to be as mean as possible in their conde- 
$.cnsi(;r3 and expressions; but they want person* 
and t.ik nts to rise up to such a baseness. As a cox- 
cemb is a tool ol' parts, so is a flatterer a knave of 
par:s. 

The best of this order, that I know, is one who 
dis.-;ul9es it under a spirit of contradiction or reproi>f. 
He told ail arrant (hivfler th." other day, that he d'ui 
not care for being in company with him, because he 
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heard he turned his absent friends into ridicule. And 
upon lady Autumn's disputing with him about some- 
thing that happened at the Revolution, he replied 
witli a very angry tone, ** Pray, Madam, give mc 
leave to know more of a thing in which I was actu- 
ally concerned, than you who were then in your 
nurse's arms." 
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From my own Apartment, August 9. 

A NOBLfi. painter, who has an ambition to draw a 
liistory piece, has desired me to give him a subject, 
on which he may shew the utmost force of his art 
and genius. For this purpose, I have pitched upon 
that remarkable incident between Alexander the 
Great and his Physician. This prince, in the midst 
01 his conquests in Persia, was seized by a violent 
fever J and, according to the account we have of his 
vast mind, his thoughts were more employed about 
his rccuvcry, as it regarded the war, than as it con« 
cerncd his own life. He professed, a slow method 
was worse than dtaih to him; because it was, what 
he more dreaded, an interruption of his glory. He 
desired a dangerous, so it might be a speedy remedy.. 
During this impatience of the king, it is well known 
that Darius had offered an immense sum to any on© 
who should take away his lite. But Ptiilippus, the 
iiiost enlccmed.and most knowing of his physicians^ 
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promised^ that within three days time he would pre* 
pare a medicine for hiro> which would restore nim 
more expeditiously than could be imagined. Imme- 
diately after this engagement, Alexander receives a 
letter from the most considerable of his captains^ 
with intelligence that Darius had bribed Philippu& 
to poison him. Every circumstance imaginable fa- 
voured this suspicion; but this monarchy who did 
nothing but in an exti'aordinary manner^ concealed 
the letter; and, while the medicine was preparing, 
spent all his thoughts upon his behaviour in this im- 
portant incident. From his long soliloquy, he came 
to this resolution: "Alexander must not lie here 
alive to be oppressed by his enemy. I will not be- 
lieve my physician guilty; or, I will perish rather by 
his guilt, than my own diffidence." 

At the appointed hour, Philippus enters with tlie 
potion. One cannot but form to one's self on this 
occasion the encounter of their eyes, the resolution 
in those of the patient, and the benevolence in the 
countenance of the physician. The hero raised him- 
self in his bed, and, holding the letter in one hand, 
and the potion in the other, drank the medicine. It 
will exercise my friend's pencil and brain to place 
this action in its proper beauty. A prince observing 
the features of a suspected traitor, after having drunk 
the poison he offered him, is a circumstance so full 
of passion, that it will require the highest strength 
of liis imagination to conceive it, much more to ex- 
press it. But as painting is eloquence and poetry in 
mechanism, I shall raise his ideas, by reading with 
him the finest draughts of the passions concerned in 
this circumstance, from the most excellent poets and 
orators. The confidence, which Alexander assumes 
from the air of Philippus's face as he is reading hi& 
gggi^s^tion^ ^4 the generous disdain which is to xx^ 
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in the features of a falsely accused man, are princi- 
pally to be regarded. In this particular he must 
heighten his thoughts, by reflecting, that he is not 
drawing only an innocent man traduced, but a man 
zealously affected to his person and safety, full of 
resentment for being thought false. How shall we 
contrive to express the highest admiration, mingled 
with disdain ? How shall we in strokes of a pencil 
Bay, what Philippus did to his prince on this occa- 
sion ? " Sir, my hfe never depended on yours more 
than it does now. Without knowing this secret, I 
prepared the potion, which you have taken as what 
concerned Philippus no less than Alexander; and 
there Is nothing new in this adventure, but that it 
makes me still more admire the generosity and con-^ 
fidence of my master.** Alexander took him by the 
hand, and said, *' Philippus, I am confident you had 
rather I had any otlier way to have manifested the 
faith I have in you, than a case which so nearly con* 
cerns me : and in gratitude I now assure you, I am 
anxious for the effect of your medicine, more for 
your sake than my own.*' 

My painter is employed by a man of sense and 
wealth to furnish him a gallery 5 and I shall join with 
iny friend in the designing part. It is the great use 
of pictures, to raise in our minds eittier agreeable 
ideas of our absent friends; or high images of emi-^ 
nent personages. But the latter design is, methinks^ 
carried on in a very improper way; for to fill a 
room full of battle-pieces, pompous histories of 
sieges, and a tall h^ro alone in a crowd of insignifi-* 
cant figures about him, is of no consequence to pri-* 
vate men. But to place before our eyes great and 
illustrious men in those parts and circumstances of 
life, wherein their behaviour may have an effect 

upon our minds } as beipj^ such ^s we partake witJi 
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them merely ai they were meo : f ach as thctc, I tay, 
m'dy l>e juit and uwful ornamcnti of an clrgant 
■pnrtincnt. In thti collection therefore that we are 
makini;, wr will nut have the battlei, but the sen« 
timrnt^ of Alexander. The affair we were just now 
•peaking ot'haa rircurotitanccs of the highest natare> 
and yet their grandeur has little to do with bis for* 
tunc. If, by observing such a piece, as that of his 
taking a tx>W'l of poison with so much magnanimity, 
a man, the next time he has a fit of the spleen, is 
le4« frowiird to Win friend or bis sen'ants; thus far is 
some improvement. 

I have frequrntly thought, that if we bad many 
drnughti which were hijitoricjal of certain passions, 
and had tlic true figure of the great men we see 
transported by ihrm, it would be of the most solid 
advantage ima);iiiuble. To consider this miglity 
man on one occasion, administering to the wants of 
fl p')or bold'KT bcniimb'd with cold, with the great- 
est linmiuiity; at another, barbarously stabbmg a 
faithful rtfif-er: at one time, so gf'nerou<>ly chaste 
aii'l virlii'uii as to give \m captive Statira her liber* 
ty ; .'It aiiotJKT, hurtling a town at the instigation 
ol Thais. TIk-hc clnti^^es in the same jK-rson are 
whit would be more bnic/icial lessons of morality, 
thin the "-cvcral rcvoluti'ius in a great ni.in's lor- 
tutii'. Thrnr arr hut one or two in an age, to whom 
the pompous iiieidcniH of hin life ran be exemplary; 
lut I, or citiy mat), iiriy be as sick, as gixxl-naturcd, 
fM < oin;)aHsiou,:t'', and as angry, as Alexander the 
Gn-Hl. My pi.rposc in all thi.? chnt, is, that so ex- 
c>r>'nt a turniiure m.iy n(;t for the future have so 
nunatitic a turti, but aihide to intidents which come 
within the loritincs of the ordinary race of mm. 1 
do not know \)\\\ it is l)y tlie force of this scn^elesft 
cubloiu, lliat people arc drawn in postures they 
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would not for half they are worth be surprized 
in. The unparalleled fi«rceness of some rural es- 
quires drawn in red, or in armour, who never dream- 
ed to destroy any thing above a fox, is a common 
and ordinary offence of this kind. But I shall 
give an account of our whole gallery on anotbect 
occasion. 
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